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CKAITKR I. 

PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 

< The tli»lrjcl of rsbiia, nhleh occojjIm tho Bonth-raBt corner qixbihl 
of ihe HSjsbShl DiTliilon, ia ailuaieil lH*tvvren 2.'l® 4li' ninl J?4 ’ 

45’ north latlluJe and 89* r and 89* 511' eaRt longitude. It 
comptlaw an aroa of 1,G78 K^uaro mlh'a and, occordtng to tho 
censna of 1921, contafna a popalatlon of 1,.'189,494 poraons. 

The admlnlatratlTc heai^oartera, anil. If esHmated by Ita 
population, tho ■'■eond town of tho diatrlct, ia IViIiDn, altiintod 
on the IchhSmati riror. Tho chief town of the illatrirt, oa 
reganla t>otli population and cototnerclal linportano', ia SirfiJ^.'in j, 
the headquartcTB of tho sabtllrlaion of tho anme namo, which 
la eltualed on tho woalern bank of the river Jainuna. 

Theoriginof the namo I'ulina ia doubtful. General Cunning* UHetnof 
ham conjectured that It might be derlvi-d from the iiamo of tho 
ancient kingilom of Tundra or Paundrarardhann, which was In 
existence in the third century B.C. and w.ta atill flouriahing 
in the aeventh century A.D., when Qiiien Tsiang travelled in 
India. "In tho spoken dialccta,'* ho wrote, "tho namo would 
be shortened from Pon-batdhan to PodabUan, from which it is 
« an easy step to Pnbna or Pobna, ns some of tho people now 
pronounce it.”* 

P5bna is bounded on the north by Iho district of Ilogra, on RaatuUrie*. 
the east by the river Brahmaputra or Jarouna, which soparutes 
it from tho districts of Mymenstngh and Dacca, on tho south 
by the ri^er Padfna or Ganges, which separates it from the 
districts of FatWpur and Nadia, and on the west and north- 
west by tho district of BSjahahi. ^ 

r ■) 



* A. CunnbgUara, Anek&t Oeocrapb/ or 2ndU (1S71), p. 4S0. 
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^ onJlRiinUV.t*l. Thr* a fiat eriH-n |atjil au t 

»*Jnr» pail iUIjct aftiPf aitUr* f«<Kat?<*. Ai 

»irry l.atUnff plafv^^hK <-m*4 of paricojfrrj tM» U.k I atila 
mnl* a eJcifrr pf frt^iJj Tl.«* •l.tllow ar<* 

felt «>t qqairA <Taf\, TJs'* lUli^ !>■»?•. tlaacln? 

Hi" tiaK-ra. arr tlLn fampani { ll.c rc^I* 

n^iaUhtf Oif lK*al f>f !>»»• tirratuar'’ HVi’ 

a R<^'l }uf.V.»> ItntnptiW* Qnwi«Mf rtal*. la I'ti \rlJh Ja?*", 

•Inwljr }n lalnt'f tfci-ri-fa ft i«-fi. frr<»‘i. 

an4 rii-o !Q iho»^ «I>o ihinfc ili^y Lnn« Iti>lia ih«* 
J jorfipJ i« pJfSoifaja** aft*l otjfatnUlar lh«t i( >• Ul.<* a toyajp" 
Ir.lo tfc'- 

0*.h''f«. ftafarfri'-n l•no^ ft!Jrafl«-.l l»j lh«^’ 

«»Urft'aj'»4 f h*SJ»f liaif *''<'nrr» Iftt:}'' »t>'l tr,<>r<»'5c>f:><ts». 
Keeh, f> f nil* ih^- »'f hirJro-'pl* Ilm.Vrf 

wl.^fi h** ft^x’ie «nl j I’il'fj* ma‘1'’ 

hl« wft}' tijt iKp Jaman* •*J»oU4»tJC <-in b’ Mu'tv Atr*t} at)'! 

ttftlnirmiine 0.»ti ib-* cf ibti part i.f iKr <}4-lij». Tb« 
fti’HT U <U 7 *<«I'»«irT'l ant Thi* t-anl* irr- of #?raufi'^l 

t»n1 *rj‘J w«’l raW-'t ftl-^ir** «}.<• inran I'-irl of iljf 

c-wnlry, an J < j«f ntlj oMlU# ibw mo*’ antjuatly 

ritfrit for bof** lb** inattnali*** omtaliv, ibat tl»o 

carri-nt y‘‘»rly tfbatif*-* It* r.or**. ,\ »»fjf 

fc^t'Jylinl* lb* b* «n *■ jifb ih-r.- ar'* ii«*itb«*r b*>u»o« 
iiorfalJltaiiofi.*'! 

* fine of (b« tn'fr’ #if»k<nS f^alor*** *« tbo coij{lg*iratli>M of Ibf* 
foaniryUnn abaruJanj''* of il-pfT-n.on*. wblcb il.e 

ftwromalaUon of mirf «>n»rrt» Jiii«» manbr* or »«atnp« [lilt). 
Many ilrjr op In tbo bo: i»fa!||-f, bttf •|iirln:; U.e rain# rtpatnl 
Into bfoa.1 t*.il •hallo** •l>r«'{a of aiatrr. which nuj-b'* «l«’#crn>cil 
ft* frrih #»at»T Th'^lr »ppi*aranp**, bn** ever, varlr# 

KfeaOy, (of **hll-« earn" ar** et«*sr ant il^-p pbirl* of water, 
I'lbera are •hallow ewamp# wUh Rra*# rikI rx'c 1# 

•o ihichijr ».# lo b* almo*! inlrmiatti^l. In (Kniie the mirfacn 
of the •hallow waicp U co>err*l wUh Inhia ninl other water 
plant*, the llowcrinK of which in fh'> h»t weather i# a pb’aK.iiil 
•l^hl. •Oihein ro far from l»**lnt: tnipro(lucli*e waitr#, 

are nnlfonnly fertile rico lainU, In which a Iot»p.«rfnfne<l 
rlc4 itrowii ati<i« ihrUe*. At the time of harre*i they 
prewnt an eKiraor.Ilnary appearance, for the rice j;row<i, 
'tnature*. an<i very often la harrr-Kiei) In water. In tho 

• tAiiV /*J** a»<»»C«u*ee*4 Afur (till), ft’ «# % •* 

t tliai*!* 7 *a /viir«*T« (Kiwtra Ulrary, Hyl), |i #r«. • 
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deeper hils nothing is to be seen but water, often however '• 
dotted wuth islands or enclosed by high land on which are 
villages and tree growth. Many of the villages are co’mpletely 
isolated during the rains, when tlfe only means of reaching 
them is by boat. At this time of the year it is a curious sight 
to see boats, large and small, making their way across country 
through lanes in the green fields of tall rice that cover the 
water surface. It will readily be understood that these Jjils 
form a serious obstacle to transport by land, for roads can only 
bo constructed across them at great expense. They have to run 
on high embankments, and these again have to be strong 
enough to withstand the pressure of water, which may be as 
much as ten feet in depth. 

It i.s probable that the formation of these bils is not due to 
one and the same cause. In some cases a string of them is 
found along a line of drainage, Avhich suggests that they • 
represent the remains of some great river, which centuries ago 
deserted its channel and sought its course elsewhere. In other 
cases they are due to the action of the rivers, which by 
centuries of silt deposit have raised their bods and marginal 
banks so high that they flow above the level of the surrounding 
country. The country between a pair of parallel rivers thus 
forms a kind of trough, the drainage of which cannot be dis- 
charged into the rivens. The rivers again which would have 
filled them by the overflow of sill-laden water.s cannot do 
so because they are looked within their channels by high* silt- 
fiirmed banks. 


The largest of these bils is the C’lialan Bil, which covers on 
extensive area in the Hiliganj and Chatmohur thanns. Other 
oxteiisive bils are the (Tajna Bil (dS square miles in area) south 
of Dulai, the Bara Bil (12 square miles) to the south of the 
village of Farldpur and north of Ekdajita, Ataikola and Go.sain- 
bfiri, the Sonapatila Bil (l l squiire miles) north of Ihdhna and 
the Ohugudah Bil (1 square miles). There are al.«o a number of 
larg'- />t7? in th" Chutinohar thana, r.;/., Kuralia Bil (18 square • 
mil'*s), (jhiral Bil (8 square miles) aud Dileshi Bil (1 s.|uar(> 
miles). ,\nnther bil whicli should he mentioned is Ourka Bit 
(H square miles) lying partly iti the Palmu and partly i«i tfie 
Srdnlhia police-stations. 


tJhulan Bil Is the name applil-d lou low-lying marshy tract 
eiteuding over about l it) square miles ott ih** borders of the 
Ur»j''kabt and V.abtia districts, ll lies beiua-,-n Sitigra, a polic** 
rtatiob in. th*- NStor subdivi=‘ion of Ilaj-hSld, on the north-^vesi 
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lo Nonnicar. whcrt* J?,<* fjtrr* fJottjAnI Bh'l lUrn! rtvrt. Tl»»* 
I’rf.fiJrn tfincin iM* OU'.ri^ !• •t'Otii ti •n-l 4 tuTlr* 

«i!p. * 

*n'f |'rif5fjf*il fcf-lrftf ih* I'll it ihf» riT<T Atral, 

tiMel) U «*irr »»hkl» It trln^t tins n litiritic iu 

I’awjfv. ti orh 0 <• tf Ilit)tJ(ior kn<l n4^«l<»hi. Its 

rHrf t(«U<l I* tt.»* lUtkl, l^y '•htfli It* tiaipf it nfT 

»n J ftfnSssnJlv fir. !* }l» % *} let" l!,f Itrjtjn5*;*tttfa, T)i<* {•iM* 
a litin, *«jn4: m all Iwlow ihn If-trl r>( i|n» 

a rftatiirj at ll.* riirvtnHjr 

lit u*!<-r ti.tfl Ihn lUral tl.ftioff}i iLo fliicnSnl. \V|.«*n 

lli»* VraV.lr •j'tstra It ItJ ll.«* corfml of ll.«> lUral It l.rM 

*nl tlt^ ant'f ti ||.<» fif ffmaln* j-*?)! njt niilll Ojo 
■ llral.tr.>j'titra fajtt apiln. l»uf|*>e i?,* .try a^at-.n tli.* i;rraipr 
jyjrtl' ti ef il.* fi/tirlot c{*, Iratlt.e a wat/r I ttin of alxitit 
a^aarr ml!**, 

T}.*> !«/ i« *tl4 to t-it** rtt^n.l^.l fttrr a* mcfb aa 

421 aiaam- talUt. l»\ owlne IK** loonfi:*^ of tllj.la.li-n traior 
troopU In l»*m tl.** fJanjrn* by ili» ttaral an<) nthrr H«rr« In 
IJSJtblbl. il.o *.}.6V«f IM* Uf;r*>Brra bai now Uf<*ma 

«!ry l»n J r<*»«-tsj1,llcg tftj c1<.»fly in af|»<-»rat)cr iKr fm Cxitnirj 
In Catnl-rJ'Ir’tblt*' In a t^tniKirary nif-ititftiijh c.f iha 
PaMTr WojV* llfpartm'-ni (fan.'*HIm CLatan tilt ttihlltlilnn) 
WM cfratM for tli« lnirat!;ratlnn of il <• «jtjt^t|rin of fia ilralnapi* 
An fftquiry wat ls*^!il rttf«'ll«K from tli** mitMIa of IVlirearx 
lotb*' rn-l rf H<'j*i«*ml«'r. an-l II wat foon-l that fit arr-a bat bc**n 
rtrlaf«»! 10 142 mU*-*, it«* r«na!tj'Irr hatloR Inyn 

r*^Ialm**l. ll»*'n In i!»U r«Juc**tl ar^a, only 31 a'tnarn mllrt 
ttrr«* umlfT trairr all lb** yrar rotin«l. Tbr r***! wat ont|*r 
wat*^ for jiart of ibo yrar. Imt wat rltlnc In leroj otpry 
jrar with lb# drj'OtUloii of »iii j 4? a'jaarr mllra w#ra low 
• land, wblobeouM only !«• eutiUBi<^l tlorltip Kfbnary. March 
ati'l April, wbU*- 2.’ rquaro mllM wrro raft#*! |an*l, which wai 
cohlrahl# for dry croj>* from Janoary or February, and 38 
•quart* •mile* were euhWabte ff**m yovombrr. It was then 
calculated Ibat 2221 million cubic feel of «iii a year were 
brouirhl III by the A^eder rlr* rf^wlilta 53 million cubic feel were 
carrlr.1 off by the rivers «lrain{np Iho fciY. The balance of *1691 
million cubic feel was (!e(>ot[le<l annually: this dcpo^ll, If 
dlstrlbuied equally over the whole 142 B.}uare tnlles^nWbnB a 
raising of the level at Ihe rate of half an Inch a year. 
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In Muy IlUO a furtlicr enquiry waH iu'ld in order lo aficorlain 
(ho comlftion of (lio hil duritiR the. <lry wouiher. It wnfi foimd 
(hilt the area of the hit proper Imd been furtiier rrelncod. The 
portioh lying in (Ids district was dry and tiniler cnltivation, 
while the d(?pth of water in the Hiljshaid portion was only 
I foot. In a further inspection wa.*^ made, with the result 
that it was ascertained that only J2 to Ifi siuare ntiles roniainod 
under water throughout the year (cnnij>arod with .'hi square 
miles in 1?09), the hanks all round IxMiig high aj)«I under 
cultivation, while tho depth of wat<‘r in the month of 
Aprij varied from 0 inches to IS inches. It is lliiiH apparent 
tha* the Ohalan Hil is silting up rapidly. Land is being 
reclaimed, now villages arc springing np along its sides, and the 
watery waste is yielding place to settled tilth. 

TliJ noighhonrliooil appears to have been formorly populous 
and prosperous to judge from the temples, tanks and bnildings 
which arc loft. Hiindiril was an emporium of sufficient 
importance to ho tho soul of a commercial residency of tho East 
India Company. Samaj, whore there are numerous old tanks, 
is said to have contained r cntchorry of the Moghuls, and 
Marich-puran to have been garrisoned by a troop of soldiers ; 
there wore many Hindu shrines at Astamanisha, and Kola 
Gufikhara and Sarara were tho homos of pandits with flourishing 
ZoAs. The country nowover declined and tho population 
dwindled owing to fluvial changes, whicli affected hot^i tho 
health and tho commerce of tho neighhourliood a century or 
more ago, and much has been reclaimed and repcoplod witliin 
'■ living memory. 

Tho river svstem is«con8titutod by tho Padma and Brahm<a- 

‘ BTETKM. * 

putra with their interlacing ofl’shoots and tributaries. The 
whole district is covered by a network of minor watercourses, 
which render most parts of it accessible by water during tho 
rainy season. In addition to these flowing streams, the 
interior is seamed by the deserted hods of old rivers, most of , 
which are dry except in (he rains. 

The drainage of the Sirajganj subdivision sets generally 
^ from north-west to south-east, the rivers entering it from the 

north-west and flowing into the Jamuna after a tortuous 
course. In the Sadar snbijivision, however, the general 
Blojie of the country is from west to east, and the main rivers 
* fall into the Hurasagar, itself an offshoot of the Jamuna. 

AlluTion Alluvion and diluvion are constantly taking place along *' 

dUuvion. the ooutses of the principal rivers of the district, especially the' ' 
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Pa'.tmn yetl'cUwHy ewlnRlnR 

from fUIo 10 jtlilp of th^lr rin'ly l»cih, while Iho nireaiTi^ them- 

erUes foniptlmcfl completely’ chttn^^• (heir coitwc*. I»cou»e- 
qaence of (he wlnilinpi hi tho conr»e of thoie rUers In Vvhich 
there a con^ltlernhle current, (he current net* much i>(ron;*er 
a^in«( one hanh (halt the other. The hanh n;;ain*i whicli it 
e-'lB, wlilch !« cajle<l the •• cntlinc hanl',** 1* |♦•M^erally jMTj'emU* 
cular, while the hank ImmetJIately op|w>«!(e \n a frently eloping* 
tiank, alone ^'hich eili drpoiiitetl and iatiil reformed. For u 
lerle* of year* one hanV W pradnatly cni away and the other 
added to, and then for another aer|r< of yearn thoOppe'*Ue 
proceni Rom on. l!»Innd«, aonie of considerable alie, rli*** frrun 
the riter hedK. (K^mctlmen to difiappeara^ quickly an they aprunt; 
up. The turface of tlie cofiHlry in the neiRhbotirhood of the 
great riteni U (huK »idijec(<’d to condnnt chanR«‘s. w'hich 
'naturally giro rl*e to Innumerable o\er l.itnl. 

Allntionanil diluTitin are. In fact, (he rau^e* of a large portion 
of the criminal and clrit litigation in (he diilrict. 


Fotne fi’tnarkable inHtanrm of flurlal changes have occurred 
In the iMi half centnry. Ilelween IK81 and IH9I, the Oangea 
eonllnu.i1ly trettiled north, erollng the land front al)oui 10 milea 
we«t of F2hni to atxmt G inllm east uf it. Owing to ita 
cncroachmcniA the uff.take of the Ichhftmatl. which m«y| to 
l.ssue^rom the I’adtna at Doplchl, 7 miles e4)iith>ea(it of Pdbna, 
was changed to Uijilpur, 2 mltm eoiilh-wr«t of the town. Tho 
change of course dlfcb'd the full force of the current agalnni 
the bank where the dUirici ofTices stand. Lower down the 
I’adma Carrie 1 away nltog-’thcr the ■onth'oai'i corner of tho 
district, washing away villageM in Mathura, c«tlmntri| to contain 
nearly 8,000 persons. The Alral river, which used to bend to 
(he cast and faff fnfo (he damuiin, cousequentfy fc/i direct fn(o 
tho Padma, the latter having cut away all the land through 
• which tho eastward bend of the river Atrnl usihI to pass. The 
clfectflof tho change in the courao of the Ganges did not stop 
here. Having cut away Us northern hank, it spread over the 
country, ‘leaving in many plaeca ench a deposit of sand as ruined 
tho fertility of the laud, and during 1890 and 1S91 caused 
diTtross in the soath of PAhrvi, Dnlal and Mathura (hanSs, 
which necessitated rcdicf sv'orka. Another striking rssnlt 
of its oscillations was the cutting away and transfurcnco of tho 
^ * site ol old Ooalundo from the eonthorn or Farldpur ba^Jc to 

■’the northern or rsbna bank. * 


Chars or 
diaras. 
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The process of erosion continued during the next decade 

(1891 — 1900), The Padma caused soin^ further diluvion in 
Dalai, while a rfjonsiderable portiot^ of Mathura was cut away 
by the river Jamuna and thrown up on its opposite bank 
ill the Dacca and Mymensingh districts. Further north the 
Jamuna made amends for these ravages, and in the Shahzadpur 
and Sirajganj thanas extensive chars were formed, which 
became sufficiently high to admit of cultivation and permanent 
habitation. 

The changes in the course of the Pailma near Piibna town 
have been e.xtensivo. Formerly it flowed close to the town of 
Pabna, while in 1876 it was about 4 miles distant. It again 
turned and gradually approached, until about 1908 it was 
within 1 mile of the town. After that it turned again and gradu- 
ally receded from the town. Its subsequent movements are 
sketched in the article on Pabna town in the last chapter. At 
Sirajgan], on the other hand, the Jamuna seems to have 
steadily encroached to the west. In 1848 the whole town of 
Sirajganj had to be removed to a new site on the west owing 
to a change in the course of the river. The original site of 
the subdivisional Courts there is now well to the east of the 
main channel of the Jamuna. It is true that for a short 
time after that the river moved to the east, but during the 
present century the main trend has been to the west, and the 
river has been cutting nearer to the town. ^ 

On the chars or diaras the homesteads are grouped close 
together in long rows along the high banks of dead or dying 
channels of the river. Dnlike the inland villages there is a 
great scarcity of trees and vegetation, as well as of thatching 
grass, birt plantains grow well and are prized for the protection 
they afford against storms. Owing to the shifting of the rivers, 
the people are frequently compelled to move their hoifses, but 
the danger and inconvenience of such a life are compensated for 
by bumper crops, especially in the Jamuna where the soil iq 
quickly fertilized by silt. It does not take long for a newly- 
formed char to become capable of bearing excellent crops, and 
the competition for land is keen. On the other hand, good land 
is often spoilt by deposits of sand, so that cultivation is specula- 
tive, but the cultivators are ^mply repaid if they get one d-?op 
in whree or four years. A handsome profit is made from jute ; 
and even the lands which are uncultivable are a source of 
inc^pie on account of the jhao or tamarisk jungle, which is t 
sold for fuel, and of grass, which is in great demand for feeding- 
cattle during the rainy season. 
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The I’ailtna forms n portion of Iho ivfstorti ami the whole r»Jt3». 
of the foiithem houri'Uty of Ih** illstrlct for a il^«tnncf* of 
ahont ?0 mile^ TiJjo nanio I*adma l« fjlrcii to the main 
stream of ilio Oant?(^ Snath** lower part of Itf coiirae hotween 
the olT'lako of the nha;;irathi in Mnr^lihlaliSil tlislrlct nti<l the 
Botilh‘eaM«‘rn corner of Dacca iliatrSci, wljero It Joina thu 
Mt'^hna, ITutll some -lOt) yean* a;ro iho coiir*'’ of the fJan;;e*, 
after enlerlns Ilen^al proper, waa hy the rhannel of the 
IthSsrlrathl an<l Iloochly, hnt hy tlr;;ree5 this rlianne! eiUetl up 
ami became univpia) to ita tatil:, and the main stream of the 
fJanjjiM wa< thns otiU^el to mvl: anotlier outlet. In this M-ay 
the Ichhamati, the JalAnt;{. the Mathat*hfini;a andiheOaral 
became In turn the main alream. The rieer temle I ever 
to the cast - and at last, aides! |*<*rhnp'« hy a aulHlib-nre of 
the nnstahlo surface of the country. It broke eastward nshi 
across the oh! drainage channel*, until it svo* met anil 
flopped hy the llrahmapntra. The present cunrse of the 
I'adma pint I'ahna district I*, therefore, of cnmparalhely 
ri.*ccnt ortRin. The river Ichhimatl above refefr>tl to I* south 
of the Paduia, and it insy be an older river which was cut in 
Uatves hy the l*a Ima. as then* i* a stream of the samu name to 
the north of the Pa Ima in tins district. It Is further notice- 
able (hat In Ohriibananda Mi«ra*s Kot/aitht Knrikn, vshtcli 
por]>orts to contain Ilallfila Ken** rules for (lie Kaynsihs, the 
country of the HanRaja Knya<tli is aald to ho houmled on the 
rasl'by the (old) lirahinaputra. on tlio west by the Mndliumatl 
and on the north hy the IchhSniatl. 

Heforenco alioiild also Ik* made to a mnjecturu regardinR 
a former channel of the Podiiia modi* by the Rreal ReoRrupher 
Rennell In his «/ the Gauffer and Ihirrtimprtater 

^iVerr (Philosophical Transactions. “Appearances 

favour very strongly the* opinion that tho (Intiges had 
b/vL tiU. Oia. twmr, ua*k Oi/i. vnK 

morasses between Nattorv and JaUlergunge, siriktiiR out of 
tho present course nt llauleah and passing hy Poolya. With 
an equal degree of prohablUy we may trace Its supposed 
coarse Jiy Dacca to a junction with the Ilurr.imponter orSfegna 
near Fringybucar, when (he accnmiilation of (wo such miglity 
stroama probably scooped out tho present araarlng bed of the 
Megna.” Tho places men(lnu**d hy licnnel! proceeding from 
west to east are H.'’impur>IloSlia, tlio headquarters of tho 
KSjshShl district, Puthia between It and ystor in tbs same 
district and JSfarganj In tho Dacca district. '5he**nliico 
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last named is shown in a map of the Mymenaingh district 
dated 18^1 as a thana headquarters about 6 miles south- 
east of Mathura potice-station. It is n9w known as Payla 
Jafarganj and is close to the stefftner station of Elachipur 
opposite Goalundo. According to Rennell’s theory therefore 
the probable former course of the Ganges would correspond 
with that of the present channel of the BaraL 

In this portion of its course the Ganges is not a sacred 
river. Religious feeling being conservative, sanctity attaches 
only to its old channel and not to the comparatively modern 
course of the Padma. While therefore the Hindus revere 
the Bhagirathi, which used to be its main channel, the water 
of the Padma is no 'more sacred than that of the Hooghly 
south of Calcutta, which is another modern outlet. Though 
not a sacred river, the Padma has all the attributes of 
grandeur and utility which characterize the upper channel. 
In the words of Sir William Hunter, “it rolls majestically 
down to the sea in a bountiful stream, which never becomes 
a merely destructive torrent in the rains and never dwindles 
away in the hottest summer.” 


Its bed is wide, and the river is split up into several channels 
flowing between constantly shifting sand banks ’ and islands. 
During the rains the current is very strong, and even 
steamers may find difficulty in making headway against it. It 
is navigable at all seasons of the year by river steamers^and 
native boats of all sizes and may rank as one of the most fre- 
quented waterways in the world. The - downward traffic is 
most brisk in the rainy season, when the river comes 
down in flood. During the rest of the year the boats make 
their way back up sireaili, often without cargoes, either helped 
by a favourable ’wind or laboriously towed along the bank. 
It is spanned near Paksi by the great Hardinge bridge [named 
after the Viceroy (Lord Hardinge) in whose time it was built], 
which carries the main line of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 


Immediately below Bajitpur Ghat, the river Ichhamati 
issues from- -the Padma, and after passing the town of 
Pabna flows through the southern part of the district by a 
very torcuohs course and joins the Hurasagar just above the 
large village of Bera. The length of its course from Bajitpur 
to B^ra is 52 miles or double tha? by road. For eight months 
of the year, this river is little more than a dry sandy bed. It 
muat^ot be' confused with the yriver of the same name in 
Sirajganf subdivision. 


niySICAL ASPECTS. 
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The n.ira1 isnic^ from the Pailma nt Ohilrgliiit in RfijihShi CariJ. 
district and roccivea the water of the Atrai throngii the channel 
callixl the Gumilai tniortly after it dobonches in this district. 

It Bows through the nortnern part of the Sad.ar stiiidivision, 
passing the largo village of ChStmohar. the headquarters of 
the thiina of Iho s&ine name, and continuing its course to the 
Honth*c.ast Joins the Huruslgar south of Shnhzadpur near the 
spot where that river is joined by the Ichhiiinati of tho 
Sirajsranj saihitvision, In tho latter part of tts coiirs< it forms 
the boundary between thuSndnr and Sirujganj subdivisions- 
lU length in the district is 3*» miles. 

Tho .Vlrai, which is identillablc with tlie Atrl, ono of the 
eacro'i rivers of the MahH^thdruUt, was formerly one of tlie 
great rivers of Xorlh Congal. for It w-is tho main cliannel by 
which tho waters of tho TIsta discharged into the Ganges. In 
1787, however, the TTsta broke away from its ancient bed and 
cut foi itself a ucvv and capaeious channel by which it found 
Its way Into tho Ilrahmaputr.'t. Since then the Atrai has tost 
its importance and has now few traces of Its former greatness, 

I« ontera tho district from IMjdiShi, flowing through tho Chalan 
Dll and f-illa into tho liaral near Xuimngar. Fortnorly it used 
to pursno a course to the south and cast after leaving tho 
Chatsn DU till it fell into tho Jamnna; but tho middle portion 
of this old channel has lioen obliterated by tho Dural and 
which taking ott from the Pudma cut across tho 
Atrai and overwheimod it by a copious deposit of silt. Tlie 
Boutbern portion of tho Atrut in this district cjq still bo traced 
from its junction with tho IchhSinati at Dortlinriri ; it then 
flows through Dalai and Mathura thilnas and falls into tlie 
Padma near Raianganj. This river ZitTonls ono of tho most 
striking instances of riverain changes in Iho district. 

Tho Cbiknai, which rises in tho hits west of ChStmohar, CbUmt 
receives an access of flood water from tho Padma during tho 
rains and falls into tho Bar.il near Farldpur outpost. It is 
navigable in tlio rainy season, and in tho dry season it forms 
a fishery supplying Pibna and othor places witii fish. 

Tho name Jamuna is given to the lower section of tho 
Brahmaputra from its entrance into tho plains of Bengal to Samu». 
its confluence wjth tlie Padma. It forms tho eastern 
boundary of tho district for a length of 80 miles, separating 
PSbna from tho districts of Mymonsingh aucl, Dacca. The 
present channel of tho Jamuna is of comparatively 'recent 
formation. When RennoU compiled hiS map cf ’Bengal 

B 2 
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towards the close of tho eighteonth century, tlio inain stream of 
the Brahivaputra bent sharply round the end of tho range of 
the* Garo Hills and flowed in a south-oaStorly direction across 
tho distriot of jllymensingh to joiti tho Moghna just below 
Bhairab Bazar. At that time tho Tista river, instead of join- 
ing the Brahmaputra in Rangpur district as it now docs, flowed 
south along what is practically the present channel of the 
Jamuna, through the country now comprising tho districts of 
Rangpur, Bogra and Pabna, and fell into tho Ganges somewhere, 
about tho present site of tho junction of that river and tho 
Jamuna. About the beginning' of the nineteenth century tho 
Brahmaputra having raised its bed and lost its velocity was no, 
longer ablo to hold its own against the Meghna. So it loft its 
old channel and broke to tho west, catching tho waters of the 
Tista on the way, and cut out a now channel for itself, which is 
practically its present channel. 

Even in the beginning of , the minotoonth century, the 
original channel through the Mymensingh district had become 
of secondary importance ; and to the present time, though it 
still bears the name of Brahmaputra, it has dwindled to a 
mere watercourse navigable only during the rainy season. In 
1850 Sir Joseph Hooker, while travelling to Dacca, described 
this great change as follows: — “ A fetv mile's beyond Puhna we 
passed from a narrow canal at -once into the main stream of 
the Burrampooter at Jafferganj •, our.Tiiaps’had led us to oipect 
that -it., flowed fully seventy miles th -th'e.- eastward in this 
^.latitude; and we were -surprised to hear -that within the last 
.tSventy years the main body. of itliat river/ha'd shifted its course 
. thus-.fajr Jo the westward.;- This alteration was.-.notr"effected by 
the giadual. w6rking westward- of the main .stream, but by 
the bid eastern' channel so..rapidly silting up as to be now un- 
navigable, while the ' Jninmul,-^- which receives the Teesta and 
which is laterally connected by branches with the Burrampooter, 
became consequently:., wider and deeper, and eventually the 
principal stream.” 

This portion of the course of the Brahmaputra may be 
described'as-.a network of interlacing channels, many of which 
dry up in the cold season but are filled to overflow] ng during 
the rains.- The main channel forms the boundary between 
, Pabns, on one side and Mymensingh and Dacca on the other ; 
but this, though the only line of demarcation that is feasible, 

— - ^ 

* • * The river referred to is the Jamnna. 
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it » •'injowhat onvisUfa^lory IxtuniUfy. R' «ho m’^irj tlrpstn 
will How in ono y^'^r on on«* nlJo ct( th» oxpin*'* ovfr whicli 
it *jirra<li l«» walrrt. aH'l ir» Ujo year on tho olhrr, to ibal 
the ltUn<lt in lit court * {»il t'miftimp* in ono illt'.rlci, tomeilmr* 
in anoibcr. Krrn In l!»e tlry it Jjai a tn’S'llh of from 

Ihrvo to fo'ir tnlbt. anl it I* |»'*r|»ciuaUy Ihrowinjj up itlandt 
in iu l«*l and wathltiff Ib'^m away asriln. SVw Mud hauls 
are ,drp<wUe I during one rainy an<! twept away hy 

the^tSood* of the followlnir year. Il CUU away atid adds 
aceretlont to i(> htnVa with r|na) ittt)urtlality. and lh''*c 
contlnnsl eban;jet are a aourec of much lititraii'in aud iKcathmal 
\iQlonce. 

The Jamtina It a tery Itnpnrtani waterway. Itt hrotd 
BurfaM it covrrrd with Coanlry craft of all ric't and rltft, down 
to dnf*oul cantK^t and tlmhef*rafu, and it It natli^ald'*. at alt 
aeaannt of the year, i»y lars** car^o aleainer* wUii all-ndant Hal* 
am) hy the apeo-ller pattentfer ttramer* that ply from (JoaImtd» 

Iu Dlhrucarh in A«tiin. Th" principal place on iia tiank in 
Ihlt dltlricl it KtrS}.caiiJ, an Imi'orfant Jute emporium. 

At the rcin'ine northerly point of. tbe ditirict the Jamuna KaiU'tf aM 
thrown off a amall Oflthooi* callol the KStipnr river, which •'**‘'**''' 
nowat-oflih throUith the Klilpnr |M)ttco.«tatiMn (.Sir.ijK^anJ »uh> 
dlTlKlon) and Jolnt ihu leHhlmati (not to he confuted with the 
rltcT of the fame name Vti \he Kadar *oi»dWl»lDn), which rnlera 
lUima from ihu IlhQuat thSna of i-o^ra dlrtriet. Tltlt 
Ic]ih3tnati I* wrnlloned (n. Jloiiiopomery Martin's AiMfern 
/n/irr in the ,d^»<^rlptlt>ii of lltn&Jpur. and, a* shown in thn 
map* of Uenncll, it ■would tp|>eaT»»l one time to Jiaew 
hem connecied wididhe Kontnya, Tint iinlnnl iircam* ilow 
south hy a wlndln:,' four** throujli Sir3J;ranJ ihSna, until they 
fall ioto the larger rltiT.'Ihe Karaluya or,l'hulJhur, al Nnlln, 
a fairly Important comiucrclal centre, heUiR' altnaHMl m the 
' Junction of the two main inland Vaierwhys nf (iio snhdlvlulnn. 

' The Karatoya ]>an an intercsiliiK lilHlory, .It rise* in (he Kiruofsor 
Ilalkunthapnr juUK'le ill the ealrwtne iiorlh*wesl nf ’ Jnlpaltjiirl 
dUlrict, form* for aouie distance the boundary l«d\ve»'« I>in5J* 
pur and lUn^'ptir dislrlcls, and (hen meanders tIirou;;h rian^'pisr 
and I!o;'ra. In llie south of l/hf;ra district itrmdvesthe !Inl- 
h&lia, and the united stream la then known ns tlio I’litil* 

Jhur. It leaves llOKm at Chandalkona and (lowiu^'ihi n 
southerly direction past UfilKanJ and HuJSpnr is, p/ tfTrendy 
mentioni>d. Joined by tim IchhSmati at Maika. The Phiiljlmr 
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then flows south past tho important village of UHapara, a 
few miles below which it joins tho Hcrasagar at Narnia 
after a course i\\ this district of about 40 miles. After this 
junction it takes the name of Hurasagar and passing close by 
Shahzadpur and Bera joins the Jamuna near Nakalia. 

The Karatoya is an ancient river mentioned in the Paranas 
and liad a high repute for sanctity. It was the eastern 
boundary of the old kingdom of Paundravardhana, the country 
of Pundras, which it separated from Kainarupa, It is shown 
in Yan Den Brouck’s map of Bengal {circa 1660) as flowing 
into the Ganges, and in fact, before the destructive floods of 
1787, it brought down to the Atrai and so to the Ganges the 
great volume of TTsta water. Since the main stream of the 
TIsta broke away to the east in 1787, the Karatoya and the 

V Phuljhur have gradually silted up, and they are at the present 

day rivers of minor importance. One channel, which joins the 
Baral 30 miles east of Piibna, is still called indifferently the 
Burhi Tista or Old Tista and the Karto or Karatoya. Traces 
of au old channel, for which the name of the Karatoya is 
claimed, are alse pointed out in the Chatmohar thana, where it 
appears to have been obliterated by the Baral. Astaraanisha is 
said to have stood on its bank and there were many Sanskrit 
tols along its course. 

Hiirasttgar. The Hurasagar is an offshoot of the Jamuna, and flows 
south-south-west through Shahzadpur thana to Narnia, where, 
as above mentioned, it is joined by the Phuljhur. The united 
stream then flows more to the south, passing the large village of 
Shahzadpur, till it is joined by the Barak' It then turns to the 
^south-east, passes the jute mart of Bera, where it receives the 
Ichhamati of the Sadar subdivision, and joins the Jamuna 
again!' Its length in the district is 33 miles. 

Simla Kbai. The,Simla Khal debouches from the Jamuna and flowing 
east of Sir.ajganj town falls into the Dhanbandi river near 
Baditara, 4 } miles south of Sirajganj. 

t Dhanbandi. The Dhanbandi is an offshoot from the Jamuna, ifhich it 
leaves near Sanchalia, 6 miles north of Sirajganj ; passing 
through that town it falls into the BCurasagar river near 
Mau^pur. A bridge with a span'bf 120 feet was built over the 
river at Sirajganj in 1892; it is called the Elliott bridge after 
Sir Charles Elliott, then Lientenant-Governor of Bengal, by 
whonlthe foundation stone was laid. The portion of the river 
between Sanchalia and Sirajganj has almost silted up, and, in 
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00 trar** of Oi<* oM can l»p fmtJt'I. At |*rr*ent, U 
d<v* not ir-'t flood wji'*rfrow tU orif^inal nrar'Fanehalla 

early a« from iho Simt; Khil tlironjfJi thoKSta Kh5I.’ Tlio 
KSta KhSi a channel cut l»y an Imii^ro planter of HlrSjtr^nj 
for the eonvenlmrc of IkuI tralTlo dorleiK 111 " ralna. Ilotli tin* 

Simla KhSl and DhSnl Sndl river i»efc navitjaldp ritor* diirint; 
alt aeaiont vt the jnrar alM>nl ritl yeara a;;r», hot at pret^-ni they 
art* narlcaMo only during th" rainy a-a»on. 

TbedUtricll* f<»\er<s| |»y rrc-ni alluviom. <y»n»i»!lnK* of CtiuHir 
*»tn!y claj and land alojij: tl.o coor#" of ihc hrera, and fitu* 

♦ill con»all'UHni: into city in the flatter parf« of ilje nver |da(n. 

Wlif’re the trroond l« not tx'eople'l hy th" crop* of r. 'T i«t 

Korth th-Qpat, it i« coverel ulilianaltutidant natoral leireiailon. 
Deof-rte-l rjtrrdesla, p^odt and mar*he« and airriitt* ntih a 
♦ItiffiTjih corirnt hate a ropjon* tejjetailon of and 

aimtUr plant*. Lan 1 luhjecl to Inundation has utually a 
coTerinjfof r«i*J»'trtrand reely era**-*; anti in lomepartt. where 
the crouti'l i* mof" cr le*t tnaraliy, /fo"! »ni''»/ijcrrtr.i i« ptenli* 

Cut. Till* rt<«* call* foripecUl mention. It* ffe.jMrni oecurrenc" 

In Ih" n'l^hhoerin.: district «f Dacca 'truck Sir Jf»»eph 
Hooker, who wrote In hU Jourv(tl$ The native 

Tes^elation U Very almilar !•» that of Ilo"Kddy, except that the 
while rove {« frt'juent h-re. The fact of a plant of thl* >*eriu<i 
belt*;* a« common on lU" plain* of Jh-mral a* a doK-roo" 

!< In En;;lan'l, and a*»"rlalel »Uh ct^coaiuiu*, palm*, 
inan;;'>t, plantain* and hanjani. Iia* never yet aiiracte<l 
th" attention of hounist*. thon^h the «{>«'eiea wa* tlr^crlhetl 
hy noxhar^di. A* a Kwraphlcal fatt, it f* of ;:real Inipor* 
fanee, fur the ro«e j< umally comldenil a northern Renn*, 
and nokind hut thi* InhaLIt* a damp hot tropical climfitc. Hveri 
In mountainou*cnunlrie**jtnaled near iho ejjuaior, a* In the 
Himalaya* and And>a, wlhf ro*«w arc very rare, and imiy found 
at fjreat rlcration*. whilst they are iiiiknown In llio nonihern 
hemUpherc. It i* curloua that thU ro*e, wdilch I* aUo a native 
of flnrma and the Indian I*eniiiaula. doe* not in (hlti lalltiido 
(ffow wc*i of the meridian of 87 ■’i it la cotillned to the tipper 
Gant^clle della, and inliahitaa cllmalu In w'hlcli It would leoat of 
all he looked for.* * 

The country la on the whole well woodeil wllh lytmhoo 
clamp* and hatiyan, j'ip'tl, f>dbut (Acacia arabica), fe(k*cotton 
(Dombax malab.-iricum), Jack, M, (atnarind, cocoanut and date 
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palm trees. The villages are generally imbedded in thickets and 
shrubberies of semi-spontaneous and mor® or less useful trees, 
Y/hile waste lands are, for the most part, covered with grasses 
such as Imperata arundinaeea and Andropogon aciculatus. 
There are no forests, but there are extensive patches of jungle 
in the north and north-west of the district. ■ - 

The chief timber trees are the mango, yACk,jdmun (Eugenia 
Jambolana), cotton tree, maJidnini ox panya (Melia azadirachta) 
Aud pitlardj (Amoora sobituxa) : their wood is used for making 
doors, windows and furniture. The wood of the babul is also 
largely used for cart wheels. Bamboos are abundant and 
furnish the most common material for house-building. The . 
ulu grass (Saccharum cylindricum) is employed for thatching, 
pdUpdta (Clinogyne dochotoma) is regularly cultivated in the 
neighbourhood of Sirajganj for the manufacture of mats, 
while cane (Calamus rotang), which bounds in swampy areas, 
is used for making baskets. 

In the Statistical Account of Bengal published in 1877 it was 
stated : — 

“ The large game of the district consists of buffaloes and 
deer, both of which are rare, and of tigers, leopards, and wild 
pigs, all of which are plentiful. The wild pigs in Pabna are 
both numerous and of large size, and pig-sticking has long keen 
a favourite sport of the European residents and visitors.” This 
account no longer applies to the district. Wild buffaloes, deer 
and' tigers have disappeared with the advance of cultivation ; it 
is said that a man-eatin^tiger was killed at the close of the last 
century after he had killed several persons and caused a panic 
near the town of Pabna. Leopards and wild pig however are 
still plentiful. Though the number of leopards has been reduc- 
ed, they are still found in police-stations Chatmohar, Dulai and 
Ullapara, where there are many patches of jungle. Their depre- 
dations are not altogether confined to cattle, for every year a 
few deaths of human beings are reported. Wild pigs swarm in 
some parts and are a curse to cultivators, whose crops they 
ravage. They are most frequent in the, river chars ; inland 
they abound wherever they can find cover near rice and sugar- 
cane fields. A few wolves are said to have been seen in the 
jungle to the north and north-west of the district. Other com- 
mon nJammals are that ubiquitous scavenger the jackal, the 
mongo6sef.tho ruddy mongoose, the jungle cat, civet cat and 
toddy cat, the porcupine, fox, hare and two varieties of otter. 
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As is only natural In a dlatrict which Is bouniled by two of fli»e t-ini* 
tho Rroatcit -rivors in kiJIft, which is Intcrsacled by nnmorom * 
minor rivers and creeks nntk which coniflitis nfany swamps, 
there is an abundance of n’jnatie birdt. During; tlio cold 
weather the prey lap goose, bareheaded goose and black*baoked 
goose . or combnluck visit the district, bnt they aro wary 
and dithenU to shoot. Several varieties of ducks can also be 
distinguished, fy., tho piniatl, sheldrake, shoveller, padwall, 
pochard, mallard, epoitc<l hUlcJ dock/ and the familiar 
Ilrahmini dnek or ruddy shcldrak<». which Is commonly seen In 
pairs on tho cAorj of tho Padma and Jainntia, Teal aro more 
common and includo tho common teal, idiio wingcil teal or 
parpaney, whtstlinp teal and, commonest of all, the little cotton 
teal. Good snipo shontiiig may he had: common, pintail, 
painted and jack snipe are all found in tho cold weather. Other 
water birds aro numerous, e.ff^ herons, snippets, coots, 
dabchicks, re<l-sbnnks, klnpQsbers and the small cormorant. 

Of other game birds, those tliat aro fonnd only on land are not 
many in nnmbcr. Plover an.l green pigeon are freejueot and 
tho common prey quail and button quail are occasionally shot, 

*Tho common black {larlridgo is uol infrequent, but the marsh 
partridge or kyah is rare. 

Fish abound In most of (be rivers and bil$, and very large FUh. 
catches of fillAn aro made in the Padma in the rainy season. 

Tho hi^srt caught in this portion of its cotirsu are sent to tiio 
whole of Northern Pctigal as well as to C'nicutti. In fact it 
mainly supplies the Calcutta market in the /ulaa season, the 
catches being railed to tbo capital, while steamers proceed* 
inp to Dacca and Cbittagong arc load'irl with hundreds of 
boxes. 'An enquiry made in 1907 showed that tbo weight 
of Csb despatched from SSraghSt (the old station on the 
bank of the Padma now replaced by Isburdih) was 4,722 
nuiunds, while 32,012 maunds* were dc-tpatched from Goalnndo 
^0 places in Penpal' alone. In addition to Itilsa largo catches 
aro made of many otiier varieties of fish. Tlio most valnablo 
belong to the carp family, such as rohit or na' and mirgal, 
or coiisisbnf Siluridac or cat fishes, such as loail and mOijur, 

Tho riii and bmil caught In tho Padma Boinolimei weigh over 
30 seers and tlio Idjhair (a^^fresh- water shark) as much as 
2 maunils. Crocodiles every year carry off .a few unwqry 
bathers in the Padma, and during the fains one or two make 
their way into the smaller rivers. ^ - • 

' pesides regular fishing, polo fishing Is an old /iastinio 
Indulged In by the villagers in* the summer. Tho villagers 
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are called to the fishing by the blowing of a horn, and men, 
women and children, sometimes nun^bering hundreds, troop 
with inthand to the noarost^/uV. Tlic/iofo is a boll-shaped 
split-bamboo trap, with a small opening on the top and no 
bottom. The fisherman walks into the water, presses down the 
polo in front of him, and then, stooping down, plunges his hands 
through the opening at the top and gropes in the mud for the 
fish that are trapped. All are busy catching fish in the shallow 
water, which is soon churned into liquid mud, and in a few 
hours the bil is despoiled of fish. , 

The climate is not characterised by great e.v:lrome3 of heat 
and rainfall, and may be described as equable. This is the 
result of the geographical situation of the district, which 
ensures it against the direct action of disturbing influences, 
such as the hot westerly winds of the west, the sea in the south, 
the strong monsoon current in the east and the Himalayas to 
the north. Being at the head of the Gangetic delta, it is much 
damper than districts further west. The hot dry west wind of 
the Gangetic valley is hardly felt, and during the greater part 
of the year the prevailing winds are easterly "winds, which 
blow down the great valley of the Brahmaputra, or south- 
easterly breezes, which come up from the Bay of Bengal. 

The estuary of the Meghna is sufficiently near to e.xpose the 
district to the danger of occasional cyclones and during the 
months of May and October that immediately precede and 
follow the monsoon, both the Padma and Jamnna are subject 
to sudden and violent storms, which are dangerous to the small 
craft that ply on their waters. 

Mean temperature increases from 64° in January to 83° in 
April, dropping one degree in May. It remains constant at 83^ 
during the monsoon months and falls to 72° in November and 
65° in December. ' The highest average maximum temperature 
is 94° in April. The highest average minimum is 79° in July- 
August, while the lowest average minimum is 51^ in January.^ 

Kainfall is very light from November to February, increases 
from March to May, the season of local disturbances, and 
continues uniform at about 11 inches during the*" monsoon 
months June to September. In May and October the rainfall 
is about 7 J and 4 inches, respactively, and is due’to the occasion- 
aPiucursion of cyclonic storms, when heavy rain may fall for 
several days at a time. The- main causes of such rainfall are 
shdB^'W depressions, which frequently form during the mon-‘^^ 
soon months, and the shifting winds, which, with" the small 
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CHAPTER 11. 


HisTORy>; 

"WllEK the district was acquired -by the .British in 1765 under 
the grant of Diwani to the East India' Company, it was mainly 
included in the Bheturia Chak (division) of the great Rajshalii 
zamlndari (a division which also comprised parts of the modern 
districts of JIalda, Rajshahi and Bogra) and partly in the zainln- 
diiris of Barabuju and Kagmari, of which the latter is now in 
Mymensingh. At the time of the Permanent Settlement the 
greater part of it was included in the district of Rajshahi. 
It owed its creation as a separate charge in 1828 to the 
prevalence of dacoities, which were facilitated, here as in 
other parts of Bengal, by the paucity of responsible ofQcers of 
Government, the incfTiciency of the police and the connivance 
or active abetment of the zamindars. Dacoits roamed about 
the country in largo bauds, and the consequent lawless and 
disturbed condition of the country may be gathered from a 
report submitted in 1808 by Mr. E. Strachey, Third Judge of 
Circuit. He wrote : — 

“That ducoity is very prevalent in Rajshahi has been often 
stated, but if its va,st extent were known, if .the scenes of 
horror, the murders, the burnings, the excessive cruelties, 
which are continually prepetrated here, were properly repre- 
sented to Goveriunout, I am conlident that some measures 
would be adopted to remedy the evil. Certainly there is not 
an individual belonging to *the Government who does not 
anxiously wish to save the people from robbery and mas.sacre, 
yet the situation of the. people is not sullicicntly attended to. 
It cannot be denied that, in point of fact, there is .no protec- 
tion for por.sons or properly and that the present wretched, 
mechanical, inellicient system of jjolice^is a mere m(»ckery. 
Tlp.‘ dacoits know much better than we how to preserve 
their power ; (hey have with great sncco-S-^ estuhli.shod n 
re^becl for their orders by speedy, certain and severe jninish-, 
metUs and by judicious arrangements for removing obstacle.H ' 
and for f.acilitating the texecution of their wishe.s ...” 
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“On my way throngh Uio northern part of this rllla I 
hati 6omo conversation with a ramtmiar and a polico-rfaroga, 
who have distlngnlsh^l lhi*ms«lTCs hy their exertions to 
apprehend dacolts. Tliey loW mo that it w»s impossible to 
get any information nbonl the groit daeoUs, Imt iho houjeg 
of ail the principal inhahilant* wen* open to them ; yet 
noboilydaro mention their names for fear ‘of licing mnrdere*!. 
They attributed llie success of the dacolts to tljc same canso 
'that everyliody elee dots'tooinely, the protection given llicm 
by the ramtndars and'poUce^llcenj and other people of 
power and Influence in llie leonntry. Kverythlng I hear and 
SCO and read on this subject serves to convince mo of the 
truth of this Btalcmeirtl*-"' 

Eqnally striking Is the more general statement made In a 
minute written hy Lord Mlnto, the Ooverrior-OenoraJ, in 
1810:— 

“A nionslrons and disorganlsetl state of society existed 
tinder the eye of the supreme Ilrltish authorities and almost 
at that very seat of Government to which the country might 
Justly look for safely and protection. Tht* ml'chief couM not 
wait for a slow remedy j the jK'ople were perishing almost In 
our sight. E\ery week’s delay was a doom of slaughter and 
torture against the defenceless inhabitants of very populous 
countries.'* 

Dacgity had long been specially prevalent in the nelghlmur* 
hood of the Clinian Ifll, where tho vxploiti of tiiree bandit 
chiefs nSma, Syuma and Ileni Hay aro t^till remernhered. 
Uamilton's East India Oa^clte^r {I82S)* informs us— 

“In tho vicinity of Uurrialt the face of tho country Is 
exceedingly wilil and woody and olherwlsc fitted for the 
harbour of dacoits. For tho protection of tlie jeols or shallow 
lakes a swift guard boat of sixteen oars is retained com* 
mandod liy a jamadar, who js sjiecially recommended to 
superintend tho Chilian (siV) Joel, tho largest expanse of water 
of this description in Bengal." 

Tho necessity for establishing law and order in Pabna 
and for ensuring security of life' and property among its 
Inhahltantfl aro sufficiently apparent from Iho following 
extract .from tho pesolulions of Government, dated 16th 
October 1828 : — ^ , 

“His I/Ordship in Council trnsts that tho nieasurea adopted 
•by the Magistrate for improving the efficiency of tho police, 

•Voi.ir,p.«8 

f Tbe modern ntadiAl. 
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more especially the better regulation of the village watch, will 
be attended with benefit. ' The most important point however 
suggested for the determination of Government is the plan pro- 
posed for establishing a Joint-Ma*gistrato’s station at Pubna, for 
which very strong arguments are urged both by the Superin- 
tendent and by Mr. Vibart. The distance at which the eastern 
parts of the district are situated from the Sadder Station must 
certainly prevent any efficient control being exercised over the 
subordinate police-officers in that' quarter, and must also 
increase the difficulty of institntihg a strict scrutiny into the 
conduct of the zamindars and the heads of villages, to whose 
indifference, if not actual connivance, much of the evils arising 
from dacoity is mainly to be attributed. • 

“The -objections' however to the formation of any new 
establishments precludes the Governor-General in Council from 
fixing a Joint-Magistr.ate permanently at Pubna. It appears 
preferable to depate an officer to that part of the district to 
take charge of the thannahs noted in the margin of the Raje- 
shaliy and Jessore Zillahs during the approaching dry season to 
act under the instructions of the Superin- 
tendent of Police for the purpose of 
inquiring into the conduct of the zamin- 
dars and heads of villages in the per- 
formance of the duties required of them 
by the regulations for regulatjng the 
village watch aud for the general improvement of the police 
in those parts. 

“The Governor-General in Council accordingly resolves that 
the thannahs above-mentioned shall be placed under a Joint- 
Magistrate to be nominally stationed at Pubna, but whose 
special duty it will be to visit every part of his jurisdiction for 
the purpose above stated. The officer deputed will, in addition 
to the usual deputation allowance, be allowed to draw travelling 
charges at the rate of 300 rupees per mensem to cover every 
expense for an office tent or cutcherry. The Magistrate of 
Rajeshahye will be directed to place under the Joint-Magistrate 
such part of the Omlah of the Registrar’s court g.s may be 
required to enable him to conduct the duties of- his office with 
efficiency, aud the officers so transferred will be entitled to 
draw the diet allowanoe^usually granted to native officers when 
employed on special duties of this nature. 

c“ It does not appear to Government requisite that a JaiU 
should' be established at Pubna. The officers on deputation will 


Pubna 

Shahr.adpore (of Zillah 
Kaygiinge rUajc- 
Kheytooparah J sbahy. 
Durrumpoie ) 

CuBteea >of Zillah 
Modapore J Jessore. 
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bf* aUowcii a fultaltlc i;tnr<i frt*m tlio lUtiaHon al 

MoonibnUt>a<t for Ujo cu«tt»'ly of thr ftfi^yii^rt* iJmlfr rxatnlna* , 
ti«n, aniJ whrn tlio Inmfiiratlon Info a |•^^rnn«*rV r*«" aball bate 
Ix^n roncloil*^!, ho ^houhl b* i»*n! lit cbarjjo of iho I’olko 
Ilurkwn-larM to iho ^!a^i»lrat« In oMor that ho tnsy tinilrr(*o 
confitifmfnl hi tl.o jail of tho Zlllah c»r W Ijrmtghl to trial 
b^furo Iho Conn of ('h^nlt aa iho oMor In ih«* ca*r. 

of auch I'ri'onrr may illrrct.” 

On !h«* i»atno «Ut or«!<T* wore ajijtolnllnc Mr. 

Mill*, aftln? Jolnt-Mavl»lrato at MShIa, to !»** tJ*inj*orary Joint- 
Mapi^lrat'* at I’al-na, ajiJ tho Maj;t*trat«* of IlSJuhShl naa 
i!lrrot<*'l to aJmlnhtor to him on hi* arrital at I'ihna ihn 
oath of cin'.ciatin;; Jnin!*Ma 4 «*trati* of I’abna. H«'ten 
Ia’.<rr ih*- tl.Jna of ’’Cok^a** (Khnkta) wa» in!i«»fprrfil from 
Jc^Mfr to th** jurh IhU'Ui <'f th" Joint'Masi*trat»* of I'ahiia. 

Th** 4pj'oiotm'*nt of th" Joint*Matti*?rat<* nat tna'Io |H>rma- 
nrnt In wh^n h** »»at atao a)i|w.|ti|.-«] an iinlfj*«tj.Jrnl rallVtt. 

IVp'jty Coll'*ctor. In th** tH*irlrt wa* jOac'-il onJrr tho 
Hr^’Iona of flSjthShi : ao'l in t’t |5 OoTrrnin''riit 

or'li't* to tht* Jolnt-XIael»irato which In riTori niaJo hirSj.'jnj 
a atiWlaUlonal hrait itiirt^r^, ot-hta at** t*f Intprmt 

a* »hoip|nj{ that Iho a<lmlni»lrai|on wa* ttUl far from *l-roo* 
typo-f, (or tho Joint»Ma(;i»ifatt> ha I to tiraw uj> rulM tT';ru1aJinR 
th(» ilutir* of hif labonllnato an I th** rrlationt bi’iwrm them. 

**ll fjn l>o-n rovilrr-l to put your l)-*j»iiiy Mr. Harry in 
char?:fl of Thanaba KUa’ua Iporo In INihnali, Iloytfune** in 
Ho„'rah. an<I H<Tal|{«n?<i in Myni'*niiiii;h. making thr latter hi* 
hm'J^aart'Ta, onlw, on loral raamlnailon. iliero nhouM ito 
foon-I ■ny ohj'^llon to it. Yon »ro ry^ue-twl tt» ilepiilQ 
Mr. Harry with a* littlo iklay a* prariiratilo to SerajgufRO, 
for tho purpo*-* of ojamintng th** lortlity an<l rejtorlluR upon it, 
ami. If It ihouhl ho found aultable, of auprrintrtitling, under 
Instruction* from yoorMf, iho bulhiing of a Ihingalnw and 
Oplchcrry at an aggregate coti not rxc'-oding H*. If, 000. Voo 
will a!"o ho |>loa*ed to report how toon ilr. lUrry will be 
able to take up hi* rcfldence in lih aubtlirhlon, nn>l to iiMnmo 
charge of Uie Th-anah* of Herajgunge, Roygunge, and Shah- 
ia<J|K)re, and you will auhmll for approval n eot of rule*, ilcfinlng 
the dotie* to ho perfoi;inetl hy him jiiid tho degree of control to 
lie cx«rci*e<! hy yotir*olf, taking care that the latter ho n 9 t 
too minute. 

• “With reference to llm proponed Including of ThantjMi 
Ilurryal in the above Circle, I am directed to ntati? that 
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inftructions will be given to you as soon as you may be able to 
report^after communication with Mr. Barry, and receiving his 
report of the examination of the locality, whether such an 
arrangement' would be more cfouvenient to the bulk of the 
inhabitants of Hurryal than that now in force, or in other words, 
whether the means of communication between that Thannah 
and Serajgunge are easier than those between it and Pubnah."’ 

A postcript was added : — “ It is to be understood that 
Thannahs Roygunge and Serajgunge will still remain respec- 
tively under the general control of the Joint-Magistrate of 
Bograh and the Magistrate of Mymensingh, and that commit, 
mpnts in cases originating in those Thannahs will not be made 
to the Quarterly Sessions at Pubnah.” 

The river Jamuna was fixed as the eastern boundary in 1848, 
and owing to a change in its course thana Sirajganj was trans- 
ferred from Mymensingh to Pabna in 1855. Four years later 
the present system of a Magistrate-Collector for the district was 
introduced ; and in the same year (1857) three thanas which had 
been hitherto part of Pabna, viz., Pangsa (now in Farldpur), 
Khoksa(now in Nadia) and Balia Kandi (now in Farldpar) 
were formed into a separate subdivision of “Comercolly” 
(Kumarkhali in Nadia). The district still included a large tract 
to the south of the Padma, but in 1863 Kushtia was transferred 
to Nadia : while in 1871 Pangsa was transferred to Farldpur and 
' Kumarkhali to Nadia, thus making the Padma the southern 
boundary of the district. In 1875 Raiganj was transferred 
back to Pabna from.Bogra ; and in 1879 a separate Judgeship 
for Pabna and Bogra was created. 

Mutiny op During the mutiny of 1857 anxiety was at first felt for the 
district of Pabna, as it was thought not improbable that the 
Dacca mutineers might cross to Sirajganj en route to the north- 
west, particularly with the prospect of plunder which that rich 
and important mart held out. Mr, Ravenshaw, the Magistrate, 
sent a hasty summons to all the planters arid other Europeans 
in the district, which was promptly responded to. A well 
mounted and_well equipped body of horsemen soon cpllected at 
the Sadar station, and moved at once to Sirajganj? where Mr. 
Barry had fortified his house, and with a small gunboat on the 
river was prepared to resis| all comers. He had previously' 
bpen furnished by Government with a couple of 3-lbs, howit- 
zers, with other arms and a supply of ammunition. A loyal 
zamlndar, named Bijay Gobind Chaudhuri of Tantipara, at th% 
sameotime offered to place guards at his own expense between 
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Dacca ami PSbna lo prevent the mutineers from aMvancing on 
the laticr place.' There wa*! however no Inroail Into tho^listrict, ^ 
for the Dacca mutine'-rs marched by JainSlpur nml Mymen- 
filngh and reaching the llfahmaputra cros3e«f over to the 
Kangpor district near Dagwo Ghat.* / 

In 1872-73 agrarian trouble broke out in the district, Tn* aori 
originating in the YusufshShi of tho Sirujganj sob- TCRni-^cM 

division. The uclaal rental of the estates in tho disturbed 
pnrffann had not been raised for some years, l)Ut tho rainln- 
dSra were in tho habit of realiring heavy cesses of various 
sorts, which had gone on fur so long tliat it was scarcely 
clear what portion of their collections was rent nn<l what 
illegal cesses. Whereas under tho law rents could only bo 
enhanced by a regular process after notice dnly given 
in the previous year, no such notices had been served, 

Bat tho zamTndars, or many of them, attempted irregularly 
to effect a large enhancement both l>y direct increase 
of rent and by tho consolidation of rent and ccs«cs. 

Dcsides this onhanc-*nK'nt they stipulated that tho ryots 
were to pay all cesses that might be im|>osetl by Govern* 
ment, and that occupancy r>ots should be made liable 
to ojectmeut if tlioy quarrelled with their eamTncISr. Ku* 
qniries with respect to illegal exactions by zamlnd.’lrs, and tho 
apprehended extension to tho district of tho Hoad Cess Act, 
nnder .which the rental wxs regi-iierod, in<lne.>d the zamindrtrs 
to try to persuade their tenants to give them written engage- 
ments. Some zamlndfirs in 1872 actually succec<led in this, and 
the terms of tho engagemeiilB granted wore very tinfair to tho 
ryots. These were partially registcrcil, but before the process 
was completj they repudiated the authority of tho registering 
agent. 

The difficulties were enhanced by disputes as to measure- 
ment, which aJl over Dengal had niwajs afforded a ferltlo 
soorce of quarrel between landlord and tenant, there being no 
uniform standard and tho local measuring-rod varying from 
pargana to jiargana and almost from village to village. In 
Pabna oapecialty there was extreme diversity of measuring 
standards. All tho zamludSrs were not equally bad, but thero 
were undoubtedly some among^them who resorted lo illegal 


dated ibe 80th September ISSS, recorded bf 8!f F. Halliday, Lieqtetant. 

OoTsrnorof Bengal, on “The Ifntlniea m they nlTec'ed the Lower ProTineen aiodet 

the Gorernmeoi of Bengal, 1858," * » 
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pressure resulting in illegal enhnpceinent ; in cases where the 
shares .were much suhcHvideil specifil oppression was practised, 
and the quarrels among the sharers tlnlinselves had not a little 
to do with the outbreaks, 

At first, the ryots gave way for the most part, buflater one 
or two villages, which had not been so submissive, gained success 
in the courts. One village stood out from the first ; certain suits 
for enhanced rents were rejected (?ii appeal after haying been 
won in the Munsif’s Court ; a kidnapped ryot had been liber- 
ated and the zamindar punished. Those and other successes 
gradually turned the scale, and there was a reaction against 
exorbitant demands. In the spring the ryots commenced to 
organize themselves for sj'stematic resistance. By the month 

JwwQ, over tlve wKqIq. qC tke. 

Ynsufshfihi pargana. The ryots calmly organized themselves 
into a league, and assumed the designation of hidrolii (rebels) 
under the influence of an intelligent leader and pett}’ land- 
holder, and peaceablj' informed the Magistrates that they had 
united. One Ishan Ray was known as Pidrohir Raja, the rebel 
chief. The terms held out by the league were tempting, viz,, the 
use of a very large bigha of measure’iiont and very low rent, 
and it was not therefore nece.ssary to resort to much intimida- 
tion to induce fresh villages to join. In some instances 
intimidation was resorted to with this object, but it was of a 
mild form. , • ■ 

Toward the latter end of June 1872 emissaries were sent 
in all directions to extend the league and large bands of 
villagers were formed. Persons who owed private grudges, 
and bad characters inspired by the hope of plunder, took 
advantage of these gatherings to turn them to their own ends and 
to commit excesses ; but serious outrages by hu)m-Jide tenants 
were not very numerous, and few houses were actually burnt 
and plun'^lered. Stories of murders and of other outrages 
were current, but were without foundation. No one in the 
subdivision of Sirajganj was seriously hurt during the disturb- 
ances ; no zamindar’s . house was attacked, and nothing of 
considerable value was stolen. Such cases of violent crime 
as did occur were due to the criminal classes, who took advant- 
age of the excitement, and the actual riots only lasted only 
from the middle of June to fne 3rd July'1873. Up to the 1st 
July 269 villages had signified by petition that they had joined 
th^ union ; after that ten or twelve more a day gave in thei] 
-adforquee. , ■ - 



nisTonv. 


27 


On tlio 4th July (liu Gnrornmctit of Hongnl iitsacd tho 
followInR proclamation ; — ^ 

** WhvrcM in the ^Inirict of PAbna, owint; to attcinpU of 
zaa]Ti](]iir5 to onbAnco anti combinations of ryots to 

resist (ho Same, largo boJioa of men luve aMomblod at soveral 
places in a riotous and tumultuous maTin"r, and eerious 
broaches of jwatk* have occurred. This Is very gravely to warn 
all concontctl (bat, while on (he one )ian<] (be Oororntnont will 
protect the piople from all force and extortion, anti tlie juirnTn* 
•ISrs must assert any claims they may have by legal means 
only, on tbc olliT hand tho (Jovernment will firmly repress all 
vloJent and illegal action on the part of (he rj'Ofs and will 
strictly bring Ju Justice alt who offend against the law, to 
whatever class they belong. 

“Tho ryots and otbera who base assomble«l are hereby 
Tcqulrsd to disperse and to pr-fer iwaceably ainl qnleily any 
grlerances they may have. If they i«o come birward, they will 
b^s patiently listened to j but tho ofilcers of Oovernment c.aimot 
listen to riotera ; on llio contrary. Iboy will take severe 
measures against them. It Is os«erlcd by the people who liavo 
combined (o resist the demands of (he samTndilrs, that tlicy aro 
to bo the ryota of Her Majesty th© Queen, and of Her only. 
These people, aud alt who lUtcn to them, are warntnl that tho 
Government cannot and will not hiturfcro with the rights of 
projaTty as secured by law ; that they must pay what Is legally 
due from them to those to whom it is legally dtiu. It is 
perfectly lawful to unite iu a i>cace3biu manner to reidsl any 
cxccsalvo demands of the tamfndSra, but It U not lawful to 
unit© to us© vlolunco and Intimidation.” 

While (he ftllUndn of Government* was tints made clear, 
measures were taken for the restoration of peace and order. 
Kxtra police svero desp4tchcd to tho district, whereupon rioting 
ceased almost iminciliately, after many urrojts had been made, 
principally for rioting and Illegal assembly, and 147 i>orson8 
convicted. liut there wan no abatement of tho combinations of 
(ho ryota and the movement spread through most of the PSbna 
dintrict ©nd into Hogra ; the ryots met tho demand of the 
camlnilSrs for too much by olfering too little. Tho Lieutenant* 
Governor (Sir 0, Campbell) did not boo his way to interfere 
by legislation without raising largo questions which coubj^ 
not bo Bottled without long and difllcult discussions. *nis 
oourie was to attempt to promote compromiso by influcncs and 
. advice. The zamlndars were urged to offer rcasonajilo^erins 
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of present settlement and future security to the ryots, and the 
latter -vyere strongly advised and urged to accept such terms as 
the Government officers thought reasonable. Considerable 
success attended these efforts. ‘ . 

Meanwhile there was a remarkable subsidence of unhealthy 
excitement. The organs of the zamTndars urged direct Govern" 
ment interference by means of a Commission empowered 
to settle differences. The Government of India also suggested 
this solution. Sir George Campbell had been reluctant to appoint 
extra Munsifs to try the rent-cases, as he found that things 
settled themselves much more fairly by compromise. He saw 
that the whole question of the relations of landlords and tenants 
was being raised and doubted whether it would be possible 
to avoid some further revision of the rent law, as there was 
great difficulty in determining what rents were really payable. 
As to the appointment of a special Commission, he objected to 
one that would merely deal summarily with the differences 
between landlord and tenant, but expressed his acceptance of 
one that would deal thoroughly vdth the points at issue and 
settle them for a long time. In the end no special Commission 
was appointed : partly by compromise, partly by the natural 
movement of events, partly by the shadow of the impending 
famine of 1873-74, the Pabna difficulties to a very great extent 
settled themselves for the time. The dispute between landlords 
and tenants, in fact, remained in abeyance during the famine 
which postponed the adjustment of the rent question. 

These rent disturbances of 1873 were however really the 
origin of the discussion and action which eventually led to 
the enactment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, I of 1885.* 

• C. K. Bucklandi Bengal under the Lieutenant^Governort (•Cnicutts 1001), volume I, papos 644-8 ; 
W« W» Hunter, Account of Bengal volume IX, pages 310—326. 
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Ilirrwnnv 1S72 »n<l IHSl lh« popalatJon of th** difirirl In- o»o»tb or 
crraf^d by 8*3 jH*r c-’nu, bul jiari of t!i<* Inin's*" i« aitrlbutablo 
lo Ibf Incotnptoicnrrti of lh»s flm censor. In 1891 tbrro was n 
pain of 71*85 prr crnl., whilo In 1?01 ilicrr wa* a further a-MI- 
tion of 1*71 per cenl^ btJt l>« tw*v*n 1?0I ami 1911 the prowtli 
of population was rrlardc*! by ailrrrt<- coixlltinns, and the 
census of 1911 shoviod an lncfoa*»o of only 7,191 jK-rsons or 
ono'half p<*r cent. It wotiM haco Wen preater but for the lofs 
of population e.suse<l by emlpratSon : this was due mainly to 
enUIvnlon tnorlnc; over from the riparian tracts on the cast to 
the districts of llanppur andfloSIpSra, where they fonnd land 
on which to settle In place of their dlluTiaied Cebls. The 
I’cnipranls in fact oatnumWrol tho*e who came and settled in 
the ditiricl cither |>erraanetuly or tomi>orarily by TIS.OK). 

There WAS an increas-’ of 12.515 or 2 |*er cent in tho Sa^lar 
eubdisisioo, of which more than half was due to the employes 
enpaped in the constrnction of the Ilanlinpo hridpu at HSra. 

They numherc-l 7,151 and most of them came from outside the 
district { without them (he rsbna Ihfina would have Bustalned 
a tors. The population d<‘cllnc<l in ail the tliKnas of the 
8!rSj;,'an] sabdirision, except thoSirSJpan) tliSna t tho decrease 
was mainly dun to the emigration of cultivalon to Ranppur and 
*0oSlp5r3. lint for crolgralfon Ibo subdivision, ns a whole, 
would liavu show'n an increato Instead of a decrease. 

During the d<‘Cade 1911-21 conditions were oven more un- 
favourable than In the prcc3dinp decade, malaria and innuonra 
toVIng a heavy loll pf life ; the piortality caused by Inlluenza 
alone In the two years 1918 and 1919 is estimated at a Ikllo*’ 
over one per cent, of tlie populntfon. The result of the 
census of 1921 was to show a decrease of 39,092 person 0 > re- 
presenting 27 per cent of the population. Tlic salient Aatlstics 
of this ceusus ore given In the statement below, from which it 
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will bo .‘VJcn llmt Uio only progrt-HHivo prirtH of Iho (liHlrict woro 
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the Ruigniij and Tfirfis thnnas, 
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mile, which is the highest in North Bengal. The other 
most densely populated districts are Bogra and Eangpnr along 
the JBrahmaputra and Rajshahi and Malda bordering on the 
Ganges. It is a curious phenomenon that in the case of both the 
Ganges^ and Brahmaputra the mean density rises according to- 
the situation of the districts along the ri-vers’ downward course, 
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an«l it l)»!i brcn iliat Ihla U duff lo tludr fcrlliltinK 

]' 0 »cr> itiCirai'luK tl»ff fail «'f iliff l''Vffl of llio Iniidt 

Tl.ff land I* inofl pojndalrd hi tin* Slrajifsiij *idi- 

dhlalon, a fcrllk* jnt*‘-frrowlnK trad. In wliicJi ll»'* dralonRO litw 
noi i>cffti obattudnl iij draffrtrd rivrr Wda to tho Mtno ostonl 
a^ in lliff hoailijuarlrm •ijtidixUlon. TIsffro ar*’ I'Xtraonllnary 
variationr, tho Sh&hrSdimr thSna au|i|M»riiiiK liil.''. and ilio 
Tur&i thSna, wltoro culti\atiuu Imn not i>|in'a<I ao nnich an oIa'’* 
ich»'rff, only jw^rsona to tho •inaremllff. TIk* only iliSna in 
tliff Sadar (>t)b<nvif(on in which the dhtrict average is (•xc>*ct{o>l 
is Ik’ra (Malhora), nhlch, lyini: In lh« anglo Iwlwecn the 
Padma and the llrahmaputra. Is uteclally honofll^'d l>y the 
dcjvodl of slU broughl ilowii by thopo rUrrs. 

Kmlgratlon from Pihna Is Isrgfly hy the «»a«*Tio». 

'ahniulanco of rAnr lands on (he u|>|M*r tvachrs of ilit* iirahina* 
pntra in the districts of Rangj'Uff *nd fJoSlji'ira ^In Assani). 

Thff<' cheap and fertile lands are altraetiug a grossing number 
of eultlralora from the lower reaffhM in this dhtrlci, where 
tho riparian lands tufTcr from dilution. Thnsv nlm have lost 
Ihclr land by Ibe ravages of (he river, or who*.* holdings are 
r^hleffd by BuUllvl*lon (0 a sire wldch Involves a loaeilng of 
ibfflr standard of comfort, ^are shifting iiorthwar>ls t» lUngimr 
and flojl{iSra, whure thff^' Is abundance of fund to ho had on 
easy tetms, and where the prrs«ttre on the soil docs not lead 
to the Mmo cotniwililon for U, l»rior to JtOl the movement 
did not go further than Ibsngpnr and hail altnine'i no great 
dimensions. After 11*01, the {rUux Into tint district Increasc<l 
enormously, on«l the emigrants orerflows«d acioss the provincial 
frontier into Go&lp5ra. Thu census l*t 1911 ahuwod that 
PSbna had sent 24,(K)0 emigrants to llongpur and 15,000 
to OoSlplra. Klsovchere in Korlh Ilengal emigrants exceeded 
immigrants, and the only exception was IMbna, where the 
emigrants ouinumbered the foreign born population by 58,000. 

Tho jute trade attracts a considcrablo amount of foreign 
labour, more particularly from lllhar and the United Provinces. 

The immigrants, who only temporarily In tho iHstrIct, 

earn good wages an<l make large remittances homo. Thorn is 
a enrrent raying in tho district which is eloquent of Its 
attractions to tlio impecunious, vU., Jed ah« I’ltbmdr ndi, 
ihd/ma, whoo\pr cornea lo Pfibna novermore safTers want. 

^ ■ There has also long bci n a volume of migration of SantSIfJ and 
.other aboriginals to reclaim Jungle In RHiganj and, TSras} 
locally these aboriginals are known gcnericutly os Runaa. 
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Muhammadans, with a total strength of 1,053,1'71 persons, 
account* for 77 per cent, .of the population and are thrioe as 
numerous as the Hindus, who number 334,332. The Farazi 
element is strong among the Muhammadans of Sirajganj. 
There are 667 Animists, nearly all aboriginals enumerated in 
the Eaiganj and Taras thanas. 

Two Christian missions are at work, in the- district, the 
South Australian Baptist Mission at the headquarters town of 
Pabna and the Tasmanian Baptist Mission at Sirajganj. The 
former was established in 1890 and the latter in 1897, but 
neither has made much progress- in proselytism. The aggre- 
gate number of Christians found in the district in 1921 was 
only 455, including Europeans. 

A Hindu sect which calls for mention is that of the 
Sambhuchandis, so called after the name of its founder, who 
lived about 90 years ago. It is said that he was a fisherman 
who became the favourite disciple of a Vaishnava, whom he 
had ferried across a river. From the latter he received super- 
human powers and established a sect, whose cardinal principle 
is Guru Sattjn, i.e., the Guru is Truth. They worship 
Radha-Krishua and have a matJi. at Chitholia, with an heredi- 
tary mahanlh, who is said to have dispiples not only in Pabna 
but also iii Rangpur and as far afield as Assam. 

The great mass of the people live in villages, the' rural 
population accounting for - nearly 97 per cent, of the total. 
There are only two towns, Pabna with 19,343 inhabitants and 
Sirajganj wdth 25,518 ; neither tends to attract the people away 
from their villages to Lny extent, for their population has risen 
only by 909 and 2,404, respectively since, 1901. • 

Numerically the strongest caste is the Namasudra, of -whom 
nearly one-fourth is found in the Shahzadpur thana." There 
are eight sub-castes, viz., Halia, Chasi, Jalia, Karal, Karati, 
Nalo, Kora and Kahar. These are all functional : the Halia 
and Chasi are cultivators, the Jalia and Karal are fishermen, 
the Karati is a wood-sawyer, the Nalo makes reed mats, the 
Kora works as an earth-worker and the Kahar as a palanquin- 
bearer. The Halia, Chasi and Karati are superior to and claim 
^<■6 be quite separate from the*’others : while they will inter- 
marry among themselves, they will not marry or eat with the 
lowdi: groups. They are raising their position in the social 
scale,' e.(r., they will not eat food cooked by any but good . 
Brahmans, and breaches of caste rules, especially in- the matter 
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t-f or iJrcrsdluc o^pnpsllfn*, arp v!»ll«^l 

«Hh tTOtefl tJtidfr*ti«*ri:»nlr*-.1 rSncliSya^ vj*\nn. 

TJ p iUJoi. «fcf> rtiiijr ripfl tn tiatnrrlfal *{r*npiJi, form th" ***’“ 
nujoritr cf tl.o r»>'''rm»'rt of <!»»• «h»trtcl. ih'-lr frno«« am! 
e'fr.j'*-{il('r» tJ.** JalU KalliarUa* ■«<! 

•roTnUrU* of ar.tl »* »n t>t fo«r!r«}r 

tl.i'j j}o c t /f,i Of tlrinhunt^r /.• 

» c!»»« ih«“jr ar^ au-J I'lrjfir ; •M !«m itrlnUti? wjno. 
it.oj- win fsjfi.** jr.fn/i nortlnc fa»n« j jn-acrfol 

m^n. *'*Morn oomloj! le> *ho law c-'-ari* otiW* laeko'l lij- ilirlr 
}an>!!of,5» j rsihrf tlmt I a Oil *• a wtaldi t}.*'?' 

ar^af'". lo l»<* liuMk I tijr ili'’ alar'lj if«J.»ttimS'!an* of iho 
TI)oj %T* I acVvarJ In •‘•Jufjijpn. bat a ilt!o of » IJtap* SStl Srla 
Inih&ra finJSnarar La* l»Vrt» ili® M. A. •5*-?rr<» anil ln-oon «. * 
rrt'frtw’?, 

<'a*V I* In <’.« hati-lt of ^'InoMyat* In •'Sfb 

MUo alllas**, Tn'r*" ari* ♦tan-lln,; of lo 

l» Irndhary. an I ilfo mf>fl 
|‘af jaiSnik *-t !}<■* Imao. Tl r jo« rr» of ij,** 
f Jnthiyat art‘fotn|'rdi»ii»if. Withoat |t*>»ocunn no marrlijfrt 
can laS;«* j anl a c-ft»lo |*roi»o»Uoo c^n'-fsHy ij-or rcm,, 
of I’lo mon^y fii I by iL** bn I'Tfroom toih" bn 1 p'» fatl.er (nhldi 
atrl'-* from I!*. I'*l lo Ua 2^1/ to M an I ii Olxnlr’J amonif 
iLo tfirmb^'r# Tl»- f'Sndifiyat at»-i fit*** ih** numb-r of f.-a*t* to 
tn Klff’O nnlljo oroaMon of a tnarrU{r«> a« wrll a» th" nntnt^r 
of lo l*nlr»al{oJ to fidi. Tli» ojcnc*'* of nitilif’ry aiul 

ab'Jotticn of wocnx’O ar-* tl'^alr «l(ti ctKl by- (f. 

Alxiot fift-^a yrjfi a mor*Tn-nt wa» •rt on ft> i in Hio caiJo 
to flop Ilia firacUCo of wlilna* ►'■Uln? r»R In th" marl'o;. An 
atr&clallon wMh llil* o1ij<-ri vrai f >rmo>| in SaJIa and at ita 
Ifjxlatse^* lljo j»3ncMyaW In lUlma. fitijinafrar, Malhnra and 
ChitmoLar iwJj tip tli«» I !»•», Iho rclatUr* of il,.* widotti-« iKriiif* 
fioM and do^radoij If l1l^y atlnw^-d lh'>m Co atl«*iid tnarlcfl* 

<rho common lUJo of Hj" Miba If IlSMar. 

Amons iIjo K5y8»t!i*, tho llarrndra and llancxja auh-eatiloii ki,„ 
prclotnlnat**, Uttar IlSrhU and OaVfliiti llirbla brinj; found 
In ftnaU numln^r*. fbim" fatnllir*, nho iloncrlW ||I^Jlmdr |•5 
»• f»<doot,Mns? to tlm Ihliallargliar (or 72 famllb*#) claM an* alao 
found In lb« dUtrlct; lln'yatv In-liprodto li>* dracondants of tlic 
IndlRi'nonf K&y4«thii of llrn^ral, whowcrv «upp!iinlod by tlioao 
wlio tnijfralod ihcro fr»)m KananJ, bnl Ihey an* b«‘coiJjinff 
abwtbed by InttT-msrriscc with Uio poorer mftnbi'nt, of Iho 
Uarendra and llangaja «iib*ca»tcf . Homo yearn nijo an ansoclailon 
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of the Barendia Kayastbs was formed at Pabna with the object 
of obtaining recognition as Kshattriyas. £?ormer]y the Kayasths 
used the title “Das after their facnily name, e.g., Kalikrishna; 
Ghosh Das, but of late years the Kshattriya title of Barman 
has been adopted in its place. The Kayasths generally man the 
higher professions and Government service, or are zamindarsj 
tdlukddrs or jotddrs, never cultivating with their own hands; 
but some years ago representative Kayasths and Brahmans of 
the district passed a resolution that agriculture is an honourable 
calling sanctioned by the Sdstras,- which can be followed by the 
higher castes, and practical effect was given to it by some gentle- 
men actually cultivating a piece of land in the hope that they 
might encourage others to have an independent occupation 
and not be always dependent on Government and private 
employment. The idea of the dignity of manual labour was 
however short lived. 

The Shahas of Pabna are generally merchants and traders, but 
some are zamindars and some follow the higher professions, e.g., 
are pleaders, doctors, etc. They are divided into two main 
classes, Rarhi and Parendra. The Barendras claim to be superior 
to the Rarhis largely, it seems, because they took the leading 
part in advancing the claims of the caste to be recognized as 
Vaisyas and because it was found that Rarhi Shahas of Nadia, 
and some districts of West Bengal dealt in liquor, some Shahas 
of Ranaghat holding excise shops in Pabna. 

The Shahas are fond of using the title Ohaudhuri : as soon 
as a rich member of the caste acquires landed property, he 
assumes the designation of Shaha Ohaudhuri. Of late years there 
has been a tendency <,o affix the title of Yaisya after the family 
name. 

Two Bengali newspapers are published in the district, viz., 
the Pabna (^Bogra) Hitaishi, which was started in 1906,' and f he 
Suraj, which is of more recent creation. Both are weekly 
publications. , 

There is a District Congress Committee at Pabna and a 
Subdivisional Congress Committee at Sirajganj, in which has 
been merged a body knowm as the People’s Association. 
Tillage Congress Committees have also been started in a 
number of villages, e.g., Majn,^bari, Khas , Rajbari, Maijbari, 
'^'Sultiinara, Sripur, Bhangarseo and Dipantar Char in the Kazipur 
thaim, Dilapara, Pangasi and Chandaikona in the Raiganj 
thaua, Sthal, Nauhatta, Chaluhara and Sadia Ohandjjur in the 
Chau*liar» thanrV. Ocher political associations of recent date are 
the' Rastra Kendra Samiti at Snjanagar, the object of which is 
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ibf furllirrai.c*' of it’' nftn*<'X>}**‘rall«n l!i;' TiUk 

HwftfSj Fxnpta iWa* ’■Wfh Jia« » ulmJttr ah<l lli« 

KhiUfat ConimlUrt* 8t * 

AoJowSr* or tat"' l»<'rn r»(»b. 

Bl I’itr a. MfaJnnJ an * WtShfJ IpUf. f'frtffinM it-* wrl* 
faro of ito Mutamntalan MmwonUy In rnatl'-r* 

*n.l »-.Jrtf»tlotul. Oih<-r ftr” It- AttJnmSn S K*lrty 

%\ Hatanra In lt«* IJSijjaTii ItJna an<l it- Kha lftHSl l»!5m 
ISmWIt al i*it5i!rani. 'utl’-t t^WocU an I qUI»i*» (ami* (of 
ftarUatl- Anion? inn’l-t m*jr 1>- mr'ii- 

ilon-l Itip IV-ra Hart HaVt*. «htft hoM* mr^'iinc* •« Hrra r»rrjr 
SnntUy afsrrtif^iri. »h'l ito Ar jr» Dtarm* IVa«*tSfjnl Hath* ai 

HJrSJranJ. l«-ar«r.t lUn fa irnilffm-rj 

11 * ,V-Ji.’rtii. Ttrr<' U a!*'» * llrahtno H»tha al n 

a* « Vrantt of iV.” ll»n»Vri»tn» Mlw'on, '»lil(t ih- 

dUlr*-**-^ »«<! fl»fa i*» it<* ••ok anJ •nfT<*ntje, 

A M»T‘*tanu* Aav-vritH’-n ha* l-’-m or,r»n»i''l »i I’itna for 
It** •*fr^«aiHne of ft>fnm»-rol»l Int^rr*'*. an>l »l t<»ri5jpsnj 
lb-r«* a»o l»o fra liR? e1nl»«, *1*^ Iho C*th»lra SamlU ( VirJofia 
Kot<-’-l) an 1 itr fault l.itrary. 

Tt- firat ci-oj-'-raihr fo-ittno J in l'4l»na Ol»trici C'»-»“rM». 

* 1 * itr ]({tarrti?a C<M*j»-ratUr Cfhan I.t-I., '•hich tlaio* 

ffoai ih- tilt UM*., Till* *rai folinwi^l altnott 

Jij itr orcinlf*t»on ••( itr-- a^rlraihir*! co-oprra- 
litr ffrdil a<<irJl«-» ailth tinllmitr'l liatllliy In itr ■ami' 
firlchlioartr^vj. DurJfi? it*- nrat (•»nf yrar# it- nuMrmrtii 
•pfra'l *la»ly in It* ifathiifa and firSjsranJI tliSna*, Lni 
triar^n f^jo and a ntocli mor- rajitl ami rximtho 

atlaanr*- lo/il* jtUcr^ #<>clrlSr*. nialnljr of Itr a?rir(iit<iral cmli^ 
typf ■with cnllniltril lu) H(iy. IK-In^f* rnirxj in TSbna, SalmtU^ 
KhShtSdpcr ami CtantSH ftSna*. 

TJjo I5tarcr?^a Co'O/wiatlt#* Urban liank, I.iil., in B'Miii<ni to 
^finanrlnp Ha own Imlitl'Inal mrnibrn», al»<> flnaneod the rural 
crwlltaoclrtloaln It# jiolijtlfoarhoo'l. Th- rnral cretlUaocirtirs 
In olh'T parld of lh«'dl»tflel, howercr. otj>»Tirncr«I cr>n«li!eraMe 
dinifally In »<-curinjf finance, am! »Ith«n?h iho or^nnliaUnn in 
J50C' of itr I'Atna Urban (’o-rij-oratUr Hank, Ltd,, cffecteil nom*' 
ainflloratlon In ihe^jiroHIon, lia^niitl# were ln««f!lclcnt lo cc|m« 

™ ... — •' ■ - ^ 

• Tlit* 1 1 ( Uwa Uivttf o-elflbslrl hf Mr. I.T. I>*oit*n, loa, lUctOfsr, 

IWlrtW*, IVff»| It bat Ws |<vf«rrl fr'r« Eniilrtlkl •affKtt Ijr 
n4la fittk Cri>brk ti»<, DlrSttjaal Aulittw ef Ce-ct-ktatir* R'<UtU<, lUtbibl 
tmhV'fi l^Ckofkoal.nUtikbtbTinX N'lib aL., of r<bn»»»l Xli>* mbkidr 
WkciaaiJin AbistJI, at, MXiT., m 4 frvn |h« knnud] rrp«rt* et tb« 
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■with the demands of the rapidly increasing number of rural 
co-operative credit societies. e 

In 1912 the* original Co-operafive Credit Societies -Act of 
1901 ■n'as repealed and a ne-w Act, the Co-operative Societies Act 
(II of 1912) •was passed. This Act is of much -wider scope than 
the Act it replaced, and among its provisions is one for the 
registration of societies, membership of -which consists -wholly 
or partly of other societies. Pabna -was one of the first areas 
to take advantage of this provision, and in 1912 the Pabna 
Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd., -was organised, its main func- 
tion being the financing of affiliated rural credit societies. As 
a result of this new formation, the development, which had 
hitherto tended to be confined to the east of the district, 
spread to the north and west. In 1906-07 there were only three 
rural societies in the district. In 1913-14 there were 179, and 
the number rapidly increased till in 1918-19 there were 372 

societies and in 1920-21 there were 490. 

* 

During this second period three new Central Co-operative 
Banks were formed in the district, at Ullapara, Sirajganj and 
Shiihzadpur, and at present two more are in contemplation at 
Tiintiband and Bhanguria. In addition, about half a dozen 
credit societies with limited liability came into existence for the 
benefit of middle class people who are not dependent on agri- 
culture, and about two dozen credit societies sprang up among 
poorer people following professions other than agriculture, 
Goalas, fishermen, oilmen, blacksiniihs and carpenters. 

The Pabna Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd., received un- 
expectedly large depojjts and this led to a certain amount of 
careless organization. The Central Bank had to find invest- 
ment.s for its money, and rural societies were organised ad hoc^ 
the education of the members of these societies in co-operative 
principles being completely neglected. The inevitable conse- 
quence ensued, and about 1917 great abuses wore brought to^ 
light, and the stability of the Central Bank and its societies 
was scrioiielj' threatened. The danger was enhanced by a 
succession of bad crops, low prices for jute and high prices of 
cloth and other imported necessaries consequent on the conditions 
brouglit about by the war, as well as by the erosion of the 
. .'Blirirenga area, great tracts of which were cut away- by the 
eucroching river Janmna (Brahmai)Utra). In this sertoii.s crisis 
theblengal Provincial Co-operative Federation, Ltd., came to the 
a?-?istan^e of the Pabna Central (Jo-operative Bank, Ltd., with 
about three lal:hs of rnpee.s, and conhdence was again restored 
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Thf o'li w * eamti’jrn nf f'rn-.h»:rtjfilf>n 

*r..J *- n. 1*.>! »*«“rr j «n« !«'**}>■ 

larrr *^^’.11 cj’} «rrr { » lU'r*rjr »*» 

fcTr/.'’i In il.* <Vt,ira1 r»til •n-i «n>1 nn 

'«r?s' Ir^fly •«}'■ ng I'yl'lifi 

1 j rAnf**r»'«fT» n/ftf J ; ll.i* 

«.»{•;? {int^-rn '•*»• f'f tjfffinr-o# sknt 

f.'t >fnJj '•nij I ui 

lroj'Tf-»rn-4*-n\ rt jfw anl »»{.i«»Hco A» » nf 

ttsriigrf^ »’3'iatV litspTTttf^mrni !.»» In, •»>'! 

tiiJJ <<<^1 »|.r »!?»•'!♦ of iJ.fir *-»f jy 
!>.»■? Afv It} » nitjfii »n”T»* *n'J tin*; Itvjjt 

(c<r» »r>l to » (yitTr, 

Tt.f- dir.f-r* in In lin? ) >r«;;ra{.}i «»f<» 

f ■''►f nrt »o 11.*“ ••'rS^U' • tf/UiM m l^*‘ Tit na a' •! M.lhiS l|*cr 
nffllnll'inlfc. Tl.n«" I lo 1 !,^ Ttlt] &ra an! ,'*nlj?»nj 

rmiral 1 sn\ * *tT* (rcfn iJ «» l•^■nnl^.? r rfr»ci*"J, ^<'ll'•r 
rJefitri tnl l«IVr tTjv-ftJafl ; »•,! Itt 
i» .Jfchjtf ra 

n,*- I'lln* (VtjtriJ <’<..4 iJaiil. I.i.i, It iKi* l*r(,T*l iu 

(f nM in Ini i. I«.« •Hat*- c*j ;ial »ton«:,it m 

ll», 1.17,1**'; U» *nt tr/kti* aTn«tinl |/> lit. j 

»»U«» r*?i'-r fan ff'-f.it.iitTioyt.i m U* l.li.C'?. 

]t ens* • irry aal t’aniUl In Tl! na ah<l trsp'oya » 

Ur^t'a'rin U* tf.f'* ml *m«np»i il/* t^lcUrt, Tl}** «>il4fr 
l-»nl» af t-.tattrf h.*'«iatUn». ih*- nf 

5I»V>.». »'f nilj'Sr* alooi «TjfUl.l» an'lnf 
VLSitl Ipur l.alf a lall» amJ I Ull» t>f rup-r *. 

Tbr uul wfiiklnir r»|4i*J rf !!.► (enr ('niral I'aiika In il," 
i!i» 1 fi<l In Jor '' IC'Zl «&« lii taV},t nf rnj-^j «f il.*- 4'>l rural 
rfMii jr.j ItVlt; * 11*1 r.f ill* .Vi nntfairricnilural 

C/v>Ir(|r-» 3* Islul t, 

Thr tiu!i.l»r cf ln4liMu»U %il.o «rrr ttof il.r mrifju* 

In Jim** IV21 «*# <'f r»Tiiia1 tanl* ill*, of a^rifnl* 

(«ra1 *oc!r!(<* of finn-aprlraUnrat torl'lln l.'^l, » 

total of IM.'ll. A* 111** J•opalalln» «»f lli»* ♦liurlcl |» In murj'l 
Csoto« '•III woBMum** ilu' family 

lo eors*I»l of !i t, (hat cn** not of r^rry Ifi famillr* l« 

ro|»rre^nt''4 In ro-nj/^rallio anclryr*. 

It may ol-wr^r*! ihal lirf**, #* ln«l**'^t| all t»rrr Imlia.flio * 
main ro*o{vrallv»* «l*'rrlo|im*'nt ha* l-rn In (Im «Urpcli«^ of 
/ rn.op^raiUfl rrHll. hi^'ii* of vrlilrnln;; of ilt«* fo-o|wrj^titp 
■horlicr arr now ilfltilo In a frw aoclrtlra for iirtxlncifon ami 
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distribution wbiclj Imvo come into existence quite recently, 
while the co-operative sale of ngrictiUnrai produce is now also 
receiving attention. In a country lilco^ndia, and indeed in all 
agricultural diuntries, it is recclj;nizcd that the most suitable 
and most easily assimilatod form of co-operation is at first 
co-operative credit. Its talucative value is very groat and it 
prepares tho ground for further co-operative activity. There 
is, thoroforo, good reason to hope that other forms of co-operation 
may bo introduced Buccessfull}- into tho district in tho future. 
Meantime the (Jo-operative Credit Societies can claim a very 
considerable effect upon the rate of interest in the district, the 
money-lender’s rate liaving now fallen from the old usurious 
heights to something approaching that of the co-operative 
societies. In view of tho enormous borrowing.^ of cultivators 
it will thus appear that the sociciies liave saved the agriculture 
of this district directly and indirectly many lahhs annually. 
In addition to this the societies liave been of considerablo 
educational value, teaching the people the benefit of organiza- 
tion and corporate activity, of thrift and restraint, and, 
through the conferences and lectures already referred to, of 
better agriculture and sanitation. 

The pioneers of co-operation in Pubna were Rai Sahib P. N. 
Choudhnri of Bharcnga and Khun Bahadur Wasimuddin 
Ahmed, B.L., M.L.C., of Pabna, and its greatest supporter there 
to-day is Rai Sahib Taralc Nath Maitra, B.L., of Pabna. 
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rHAIT-KH IV. 
t'Clttw ni:.u.w 

InCNDatIOX t* an h«jMir(.'»nt In <tr(<*rniln(tiR Ihr 

bf-alth conilltion* •»( rilma. A of thi' ilimrici, 

M^^ecUlly lhn*p tracts vjii<h border «i» itn* Jatnnua, l« 
fnbject to annual inundailmi*. Tl»«* tbo floo«l, Bti<l th«* 

irr»’al**r th** (ln«!dnc of tijt* rouniry, ilu* Inxiatl.o 
Inditrnce of rnatarUI frvrr. IhiHni; month* of Juno io 
Au;:n»t, Ojo crriter |>art of iho t!i«(rlri p“*'* nn<l<T waior, am! 
Ihla Ua hoaUhy Kison. Thofurtrof malaria rU--* «lth thr fir»t 
•• omw*! of th« rain*, hut fall* a* llm land uo^^ondor vrairr, Co rf'*^ 
•ffain a* iho rain atojn and l!j« land rr3}»|>otr* co\*Tr<l with ' 
|K>otaof alagnanl tvator uhlch favour thobrooilintf of !»'•* jtntoi*it. 
OeCohrr and NototnlM-r are urually Jim Mnliealihlr*i motilK*. 
The high iTJoftall:)* from f^tcr hi the eoM la I'aftly 

asfrl}>oI lo fhe fart that from uant of auliahir rluihln^* Iho 
are not able lo atan-l the coM aid fall pa*y vkiims to 
j tnaUrlal fever and lla ■.•<jue!!i*. 

Tim lienefielal result* <if (luphiitg I'jr the rivrm ami the 
dflerloralion cau*'il by tlmir fallore I ave long leen h*cogn!»wl 
in thin illi‘trlcC. In a rr|iorl l■ut<Mlltt<'<| in 11*71 ilm Colicctnr 
(Mr. \V. V. (J, Tayler) rfmiirk«-l * 

** WUhin the difltrict arc tractp. at |»Jacv* mile* in oxtent, 
almost without a ryot, an<l there ha* been a lime v, hen they 
were as highly Cnlthalocl a$ the b«-et tracL'i fire now. Thteo 
rcaullB are generally clue fo the almple cause that tiiu rlveni* 
'innndatlnna havu ceaml to ortend •<> far. This wonltl mil 
< immMlatidy, or iieC'-ssarUy at all^depuiiulato this villages, were 
It not f»*r ensuing caiises. The action of the river remove* 
evils as well a* renews th« boU. U keep* opjii iho drainage of 
the country by Its Row, and wherulhetidocan gut In, what would 
Imcome foul ami slai'nant rain water draliia out. When the river 
ceaiM** to keep 0 |>c*n the Jola$ and water-conrsci, they hcc<mo • 
gradually choked up and all the hollows of the jdalfi hecoin«* on 
^ > unhealthy lil. This breeds fever, Tho prosperity ami cjTergy 
J ■ of the ryots dlo away ; they allow their own drinking Vator to 
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IHrLUERLA 
RPIDEJIIO OF 
1918-19. 


become foul and the jungles to hem them in, while the widen- 
ing circje of the Ml thrusts them outwards. Sickness increases, 
cultivation decreases, and the small remifant are driven away 
by the wild beasts. This is happliiing at present within a few 
miles of the Sadar station, as it has happened over and over 
again in the interior.” 

Again in the Statistical Account of Bengal, Volume IX, 
published in 1876, it was stated that the swampy country to the 
west near the Ghalan Bil and Bara Bil was “formerly very 
populous and flourishing, as is proved by the number of tanks,- 
temples, and brick residences which are still to be found there. 
About flfty years ago, the neighbourhood became unhealthy, 
probably owing to an alteration in the course of the rivers. It 
was to a great extent depopulated, and the sites of large villages 
fell back into jungle. It has within the last fifteen years been 
re-peopled, Bunas or hill-men from Chota Nagpur being the 
first settlers.” 

Malaria is most prevalent in those localities, such as- Dulai 
and Taras, where Mis and sw’amps abound, wdth water which 
lies stagnant almost throughout the year except in years of 
excessive floods, and also where the river channels have silted 
up or are silting up and the proper drainage of the country 
has been interfered with. Consequently the Sadar subdivision, 
an area of silted-up. river-beds and marshy swamps, which w'as 
devastated by fever epidemics in the eighties of last century, 
is more unhealthy than the Sirajganj subdivision, where the 
drainage is not obstructed to the same extent by the high banks 
of dead rivers. As regards local distribution, malaria has its- 
strongest hold in thanas Sainthia (Dulai) and Chatmohar in the 
Sadar subdivision an^d in thanas Raiganj and' IJllapara in the 
Sirajganj subdivision. The types of malarial fever most 
commonly met with in this district are (1) quotidian and (2) 
tertian intermittents or agues, and (3) remittent fever with itg 
varieties, such as bilious remittent, typhoid . remittent and 
gastric remittent. 

The influenza epidemic which affected Pabna, as xyell as other 
districts in 1918-19, is a new and lamentable feature in the 
public health annals .of Bengal. Epidemics of influenza have 
attacked different parts of the woild on at least five occasions 
/luring the past hundred years,tbut none of ‘them have affected 
thife country as seriously as the outbreak of 1918-19.. It spread 
witk extraordinary rapidity owing to the greatly improved 
communications ; and, owing probably to the fact that -its 
appearance coincided with a time of scarcity, in which the' 
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pricM of foo<l8tuffi» It cxbibi(^(l a virnlonco far 

beyond that shown by tlio clisoaso on former occasions. « 

The first Jntimaiinn of tbo^diroaao hi wai received 

in Jnne l‘J18 about tho same tlmo ns i(« appearance was 
reported in liombay and many other parts of India. It was 
recognlsfKi almost simultaneously In C.aicutta and a number 
of other towns including I’abna. Calcutta appears to have 
been tho main disseminating centre for tho disease and tiio 
rapidity of its spread in nsenbed to tho oxtensiao railway 
communteatioQS of the province. The first epidemte oti(brt*ab, 
which lasted about six weeks, wjis characterise 1 by tlio 
rapidity vvlth which it spread, iho largo number attacked, Ibo 
mildness of the dlsoas*, tho al)s?nce of complications and 
tho fact that It was chlofiy confine*! to town'. This oalhrc.ak, 
subsided about tho midd'e of August and for about a month 
tho disease appeared to have disappeared, lint in the mlddlo 
of September 1918 there was o recrudescence and a second 
epidemic wave passed over the province, wldch. alihouglj not 
quite so widespread as (!)o first, was infinitely more serious, 
being eharaelerixed by a great frequency of clangorous 
respiratory aod other complications, which resulted in many 
instances in an appalling mortality. On this occasion also 
villages were more eevcrcly affected than tho towns. The 
epidemic conliaued througiiout tho eariy months of 1919, but 
during tho period July to December 1919 Inliuenr-a was far less 
prevalent than In the first half-year. 

The Incldenco of tho disease varied greatly among illiTerent 
classes of tho population. Females Bulfered more severely than 
males, while children under ten and old people Bulfered less 
severely than young adults. Owing to tlie sudden onset and 
rapid spread of the epidemic, little could be done to check its 
ravages and both tho medical and the sauiiary organizations 
were poworleas to devise m?.ss.>r<w adequate to tho occasion. 
Moreover, the lack of knowledge of any real specific against 
tlio disease rendered ofilcient general treatment impossiblo. 

Pabna did not suiter BO greatly ns some other districts, but it is 
estimated that it lost rather overono per cent, of its popula- 
tion in the two years from infiitcnza. Tho ioss in the wliole 
of Bengal is calculated to have been closo upon 000,000 lives. 

The chief dif-case^ after malaria] fever are cholera, which oriiri, 
generally breaks out in an epidemic form (luring tho (rfy *'**^*®*' 
months when the water-supply becomes scanty and contapii- 
nated, small-pox, rhenmatlstn and skin diseases. Tho dis^Tict 
ptands high in tho list of areas 8frec|e4 ‘wjtb recurring oprtJeinipg 
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of small-pox ; during the last twenty years there have been at 
least three periods, viz., the years 1902-(>5, 1907-10 and 1917-20, 
in which it s^'ered from epidemics. Kala-azar is also found 
ill the district, and it is difficult to distinguish it from 
malarial fever without having a microscopical examination 
of the blood. 

Hospitals ,, 

AXD DISPEN- -c itty years ago there were only three dispensaries in the 
district, one at Pabna established in 1853, the second at Dulai 
established in 1855 and the third at Sirajganj established in 
1867. There are now thirteen hospitals and dispensaries, the 
salient statistics of which for the year 1920 are given below 
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Ndmbeii op 

Total op 

1 ' 




BEDS. 

PATIENTS. 


Expend!- 







Income. 







ture. 





j Men. 

Women. 

Indoor. 

Outdoor. 









Rs. 

/ 

Rs. 

1. 

Pabna Sadar Hospital ... 

21 

G 

416 

2D, 578 

13,194 

10,483 

2« 

Sirajganj Victoria Hospital 

22 

s 

555 

19,442 

15,359 

14,594 

3. 





6,345 

1,615 


ilUar Charitable Dispen- 
sary. 




1,600 



4. 

Sfchal-Bdsantapur Dispen- 
sary. 

... 

... 

... 

2,084 

478 

463 

5, 

Kaziptic Dispensary ... 

... 



2,259 

211 

203 

6. 

•■'itiai „ 






• 



♦.. 

... 


4,611 

1,517 

1,202 

7. 

Ta as ,, 








••• 

... 

• ». 

6,794 

2,203 

1,734 . 

8. 

Shahzaipur 

... 


... 

20,774 

3,792 

3,224 

9. 

Bsra 









... 

... 

8,933 

1,989 

1,513 

10. 

Tnntibaad ,, 

... 

... 

... 

11,007 

2,236 

1,712 ■ 

11. 

Itaig.nj ,, • 









... 

... 

... 

11,853 

2,276 

1,334 

12. 

Chabmobar ,, 







... 

... 

... 

... 

4,500 

1,534 

1,534 

13. 

Bharenga „ 





— 




4,385 

2,032 

1,489 


n t e municipalities of Pabna and Sirajganj vaccination is 
arrie on free of charge at the public vaccine depots by 5 
sa aiie staff oE^ municipal vaccinators. In rural areas the 
icense system is in -force, i.e., vaccinations are performed by 
icense vaccinators, who charge a fee of two annas for each 
ccess u vaccination since 1918-19, however, owing to the 
epidemics of »mall-pox, the District Board has 
oye a number of salaried vaccinators in addition to 
licensed vaccinators. The number of 
regalaced by the numbers of chaukidari union 
a icb rom two to four for each thana': on the average 
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CHAPTER V. 


NATURAL CALAMITIES. 

PxVBNA is a doltaic district consisting of a low-lying 
silt deposit, covered by a networic of waterways and 
bordered liy two of the greatest rivers in India, The water 
in the rivers and channels is heavily laden with silt during the 
rains, and as their beds rise through the deposit on them, 
the water constantly tends to overtlow its banks. The silt 
of the overflow is then deposited to a groat extent on or 
near the banks which are consequently raised. The slope of 
the country is therefore away from and not towards the 
principal channels, so that the water in iho numerous offshoots 
and distributaries flows from and not towards the main streams, 
A volume of turgid water thus spreads itself over the country^ 
until leaving the silt behind, it* finds an exit by fresh 
drainage channels. Moreover, the monsoon consists of a series 
of cyclonic depressions, which follow each other in close succes- 
sion up the Bay of Bengal ; and the district in normal years 
receives a largo amount of rainfall. Artificial irrigation is 
therefore unnecessary. The cultivators are saved from the 
long wearing anxiety of hope deferred which their fellows 
elsewhere suffer during a year of capricious rainfall, and actual 
famine from lack of moisture is not a peril to be feared. So 
much is the contrary the case, that excess of water is the chief 
danger, floods of an excessive depth being liable to occur and 
cause partial ruin to the crops. Again misfortune, sudden and 
terrible, may come in a day or a night with a destructive cyclone, 
such as has swept over the district before now. Except for 
these occasional visitations the cultivators of Pabna are usually 
able to derive the benefit of high prices without the compen- 
sating disadvantage of short crops. The abundance of water- 
ways also contributes greatly to their prosperity by rendering 
carriage easy and cheap, and they have the further advantage 
of railway transport, so that.o their produce can be easily put 
into a boat or railed to either near or distant markets. 

Ip 1874, when Bihar and other parts of Bengal suffered 
fron^ famine, it was anticipated that the failure of the crops 
wpuld bause great distress in Pabqa. The rioe harvests,' 
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lio:h>?w» aoi wrri* rT|v>ft««1 lo |i»Tf onl) half *n 

»trraif<* fr+'p, Ut unttnrn of |»u1k^ «*• at • 

«if nn ordinary y<'-»r. ■irA»«rr< wrr* 

orj*ani»oJ Jiy antl.nrlil*^ n«‘l*T f»<'»rrntH*’nt cfl'-r*, 

»M. ^v-^h In r«jol.rl anil fo^vl, 

fck* iS»fn 1'^ »}»« i»fr« tjnst»1** ia wnrk, a'l*a»jc** vr^r^ 

rtjslc it» iLfxtuffh I», an I voffc* 

o{’«-rsf't !'• ci^p rnijitoyRiml to tfc*’ abto^Mllol 
Atjhft'jch llip t»» til" *li<l not anytilipf" 

sj'f'n-afJi »n a'-J4ialfaNj?«p. tj.r?" «"?»» of •'■arclJy 
•Jnnn? thp c^mluii^n tf ili» «»• cnilfal. In May 

I^7lK;anTttf tt." cnUiTalor* !o lb" two w**! dl»trp*tM ll.Snst 
In il." wpr« liTini; im ln«of.!c|pnt 

inil »> njp «’f ibrm «*«-pr tn an rtnipiaspl 
!i!any rf tibo af<» t-nltnatily Imi on j-ritaio 

fbariUM" rtllpf «r>'s1l *I»» bat* j>njb»tily illnl from 
• ur»»U< «♦ Ilk 1 tlntfrtim'-ni al-l imi alToriJ'-J. Th" 

rp'-.j.ipnt* of fclipf f ebirfiy «»f w|-Ii.w» tilib 

fatnlM"*. * cb lab'i .r''r*, <>! I m*-n ’»l«l.*jwt rblMfpn. an*l «»tl)T« 
ailj-i (n *f8 ill onlinary >r>r» »oj.jr-»n*N! Ciy Iftclr 

nrlsbtf^iyr*. 

I>ari«ft thp Un^r fc*’f of tb" tn >nth of May 1^74, lb" 
arpntc" jifio" pf I fir" In lb" jwHf" 

flf''|p «-»i lu, Ji.5«4 j'M'f inanni). an I at on" Uit»" lb" prlc" r***" to 
III, lltpn porth»»f« *i"rp tn* Ip at Sirll|j;aiiJ 

It lb" rai" f'f ft*. 4 }>"r (nautol, ant at UlISji&ra at It*. 

Thr arprijT" |irk« of c'rmmon h«*bp>! rk" In th" Ha-lar *ulo 
*!l»l»!nn ilurins May 1*<»4 «» II*. tl*l |mt maHiiil, anil In th" 
HirJjcanj •obllTkIon lU. tby-S. CompV"'! »^Hh yri'^pnl^tay 
fair* tb"*" prtcn* arr unt alarmlR^« Imt at that ilru" Ibr avera;;r 
prk" ibrottcbnut lb" ilktrlr: In a ^*">'1 y^ar durinj; tb" tame 
month «ra« Itr. 1*8*17 i>"r maund. »n<i lu 1S74 It vra* conddrrcd 
that th" famfo" |K»Jni «-a* rcacb"! when rfc" loM In January 
fur inor" than U*. 4 j»cr tniund. 

Til" total cfMi of th" cfurilabl" ppllef jjlvm by or Ibroojjb 
fforrram"nl In 1874 wai K«. and Ih" amoanl fjwnt on 

roaii* and rctirf work* wa« It*. f!4,0(V), niaktiiK a ktal famine 
outlay of U«. 1,11,001. In adiliiinn to thSi "X)HmiIiluri\ 
lU 7f7,0i>0 In monv artd srraln, wa« aflr«fico<l to cultlratori 
throtij’U their landlonl*, from whom ""curity wan taken for tljrT * 
repayment of tbo loan*. , 

There wore fieary flood* fn lb" Hadar fuWIrklon In |830. ftooe* 
lu Ihtt town of I’Sbna tbo loathern jKirtion of (lie cull and 
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Ctci.onr or 
1872. 
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criminal courts was flooded by the Ichhamati, which had joined 
forces With the Padma, and many metfalled and unmetalled 
roads were submerged and serioifsly damaged. Almost the 
whole of the town was more or less under water for nearly 
a month. After this, an embankment with sluice-gates was 
constructed along the right hank of the Ichhamati to protect the 
town from further inundations. 


In August 1906 there Avere serious floods which affected 
nearly the Avhole of the district, many villages being sub- 
merged and roads being breached. In the Sadar subdivision 
one-third to one-half of the dtis crop had been harvested, but 
the rest of tlie crop was almost Avholly destroyed ; in the Siraj- 
ganj subdivision two-thirds of this crop had been reaped before 
the floods, but the greater part of the rice still on the ground 
was destroyed or seriously damaged. 

On .'ith October 1864 Pabna was visited by a hurricane, 
which swept in from the Bay of Bengal accompanied by a storm 
wave, which along tbs Hooghly was an even more potent agent 
of destruction than the violence of the wind. The storm crossed 
the Ganges between Rampur-Boiilia and Pabna, swept the whole 
lengtli of the Bogra district, and carving to the eastward became 
e.xpended in the Giiro Hills. It caused widespread destruction 
of houses and trees, and at Pabna many of the Government 
buildings Avere severely damaged. 

On the 20th September 1872 another severe cyclone SAvept 
over Pabna and lasted from 11 a.m. till nigiitfall. In this space 
of time it caused widespread destruction. In the town of Pabna 
about 20,000 fruit trees Avero blown down, and 5,000 houses and 
huts levelled to the ground. At Sirujganj the Subdivisional 
OflicerV house Avas unroofed, OA'ory police building and Govern- 
ment office Avas blown down, and almost all the records AV’ere 
de.stroycd. The Myrnensingh-Sirajganj mail-boat sank in the 
Jamuna ; a steamer and Iavo flats AA’ere driven high on the bank 
of the Ilurasagar ri\-or ; another ste.iraer had the whole of its * 
upper dock and both funnels blown aAA-ay ; OA'er 100 largo 
country boats Avcre sunk ; and serious injnry Avas done to the 
crop.s. 


An earthijnako in 1885 did considerable damage to masonry 
b'-.ilding8, ••speciall}' at Siriijganj. The earll/quako Avhich took 
place on 12th .Tone 1897 Avas far more serious. At Siriljgauj 
the tfoper storey of the subdivi.oional ofTice, the jail and the 
{)OAt-<iTice were Avrecked. Almost every otlior masonry bnlld- 
ing AVIS s 'vcreiy Hhaken nr damaged. The gunny-bag factory 


< 


< 


xm'nAt. rAWWni!-^. 
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ff An If*'’"' YnJ** A tr** int! Ui** Cotnj’any 

fTR5«»^l it* l'0»sn'-*». jriii’ •:»<• **r** »<.1 1 »0‘! jvarl «f li «n« *«t>. 
«»*;o<'n!l}' *rjylr«‘J l<-r ih«' wll/iif •••lirn. Jn VJ\* n» CV'fft 
atj'l Oi«* ri\h*r litieV: t«i! line# *irf<» i an lin lh«* 

int/riof finTjr^* in »!.«• ririU *n't tn»ny wrll* •er** 

i *h I •»!!. * 
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CIIAPTHR VI. 


AGiiicui/ruiu:. 

ARinCUIiTUnAli cnatUtioM.'t (Iifl>r irt thi» two .mtl) 4 iviHion«, 
the (linereiici! hein^' (h'torjnittofl by their nutiirul conligiir.ntion. 
The Sirajgnnj stibdivlHion C0IlPi8t,'^ iiin.stly of low land Iraverticd 
by many rivers atttl streams, the rise of which in the rains, 
cemhimHl with llie spill water of the Jatnima, practically 
submerges the counlry. The. annual inuinlatioit serves a double 
purpose, for it not only supplies the moisture noce.s.sary for the 
crops, and ositocially rice, but it renews the fertility of the soil 
by the deposition of silt. In the .Sadar .sithdivi.sion, on the other 
liand, the land is comparatively high, e.vcepl in part of the 
Mathura thana along the river Jaimina. 

The whole district consists of recent alluvinm, suitable for 
a largo variety of crops, but there are three main cla.sso.s of land, 
viz., the high land, which is of a loatny te.vturo, the hil land, 
which consists of a clay soil, and the char lands formed by the 
alluvial action of the rivers. Lands of the last class have a 
sandy soil or consist of a sandy loam according to their age, 
those of recent origin being almost pure sand ; doush is the name 
given to soil of which tho composition is half sand. 

Owing to the copious rainfall and the annual flooding of the 
land by tho rivers, ttrtificial irrigation is unnecessary, the rabi 
lands ret.aining suDQcient moisture and there being no want of 
water for the cold weather crops if there is timely winter rain. 
Irrigation from w'ells, tanks and streams is, however, resorted to 
for the cultivation of potatoes, which has been introduced 
recently ; water is scooped up by means either of the bamboo 
basket called scuni or of the don, a trough made out of the 
trunk of a palm-tree. Water from wells is raised by the bamboo 
lever working on an upright, called the lata. 

Very little manure, if any, is necessary in the low lands as 
^tjiey are fertilized annually by tho silt-laden floods, but as jute 
is\. crop which responds to heavy manuring, sunn hemp is 

■ — <•- 

This chapter lias been compiled from notes kindly contributed by Babu Bhaba- 
tosh Out^a, Saperintendent of Agriculture, ESjsbabi Division, and Mr. G. Evans, 
O.I.K., Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 
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grown 09 a groon tnauiirt* on land d^voicil to Ito cnltl^atlon. 

The ennn hemp, wWcli Is raUc«f In the winter 9A«on, Is 
ploDghctl Into the gronml,* which It enriches In no other 
tlisirict except Myinenslngh, where Iho cijllWatoro haro 
l)orrowc<l the practice from Pahnn. I« green nionurlng for the 
jute crop resorted leu High lands In the Sa<l»r subdivision, on 
which sugarcane and jute ore grown, are manure*! xvllh any 
cowdiing that can be spared, hui this valuable manure is not 
avuilable for onllnary us**, for the |K-opIe are dependent on it 
for fuel, tho only other fuel In commonjise being dry jute 
stlcbs from which lj;e fibre has been extracte*!. 

The ogrlcultarantnplem‘‘nl« aro of the fame simple kind ns leoi.Ummt*. 
have been u*ed from lime Immemorial, such ns the wooclen 
plough with *a narrow tongne share, tlie womlen harrow 
(luVIn) coimtry*inado wee*ilng forks (thurpi) and siekles. The 
three>ro1lercd sugarcane tnlU and Irou-pan manufactured by 
Henwlck A. Co. of Kuihtln, in the Sadia district, have replaced 
the wooden roller an<l tho earthenware pan (/<fl>if/i'), but the last 
is still osed for making luolarees from the juice of the date, 
palm. 

An unusually large proportion of the cultivated Hre.i hears rmsclrjit 
two or oven more crops; according to the returns of tho '*“*'*■ 
Agricultural Department, the actnni area whicli is croppe*! more 
than oneo is GGll.OoO acres, lids feature in the ngriculinral 
economy of tho district is of Importance, for it in a security 
against scarcity, tho cullhators not being no liable tosn/Ter from 
the destruction of one crop by drought or heavy floods. Tho 
following is a slatemcnl of th«* iiormai area under dilTcrent 


crops :-~ 

• 


/ oo*f‘<7ror«»-— 

Acre*. 

Acre*. 

Iticc Aman ... 

... 6CC.000 


dl4f ... 

... uo.ooo 


Doro ... 

... 7,600 


T<4sl nice 


713,500 

Wheat ... 

... IC.OOO 


Barley ... 

... 16,000 


Oram 

...• 20,000 


Other food-gralna 
putecs. 

including 124,000 




50 


rAHKA 


<)il ecth — 


Acron. 

Acres. 

bUHeOll 


7,000 ^ 


Til , ... 


40,500 


l{ii|>(; iiml iiiintrird 

... 

1 1(),0!)0 

1.5H,100 

Condiiiioiilw luiil (ipiecrf 


.«« 

.5,r.oi) 

Cropn (iroini fur sugar — 

Siigarcniic 

... 

10.000 


Otlior ... 

Tilirts — 

««• 

ono 

10,000 

.Into 


120,000 


Suiiit Iioinp 

... 

20,000 

1.0.7,000 

Tobncoo ... 

... 

«•* 

7,000 

Fodder crops 

... 

... 

3, .000 

FriiitM and 

... 

».♦ 

2,000 

M ifccUaueous — 

o 

Q 

• •• 

30,000 


No(i-foo(l 

... 

0,.500 



30,500 


GnASP TOT,\r, ... 1,271,000 


Particnlnri? of the times at wiiicli the iliirerent crops are 
sown and harvested, as well as of (he seed-rate and yield per 
acre, are given in the statement below : — 


— 

1 tinK*. 

1 *• 

Sr'cdTate per ' 
ncrc* 

I 

Jlarrc^l time. 

i 

TicM per 
acre. 

! 

/larau in iowlaiiils. | 

Broadc.Titrd in 
April. 

59 #rs. 

1 

1 

1 I>eo."Jan. , 

i 

f I?< to 30 mds. of 
: grain. 

2. /imnn, upUn.i* Itftiw 1 
planted. 

Srtdbcd Mny. 

Tmn.4p’nnW 
June 'July. 

15 „ ... i 

1 

Ditto ... j 

1 

Ditto. 

3. jiuj In cAar L-inds ... 

Broadcast in 

April. 

30 .. 

July 

IS t3 20 TO Ji. 

4. A tij In upUnds 

Broadcast |u 

Jtny. 

30 M 

August ... 

Ditto. 

r*. JJoro, hil 

Seedbed January. 
Transplanted 
February, 

15 

Jtny 

24 to 30 mdJ. 

C.^^Barlt'j 

Oct.*Mov, 

3(1-'.. 

irarcYx‘ApriI ... 

12 mils. 

7, 'vrtieat ' 

Ditto 

1 1 md. 

Ditto 

10 to 12 mils. 
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It can readily be imagined that this promising state of 
affairs lias entailed a great deal of f-work on the small 
agricultural siaff, -which consistO of a District Agricultural 
Officer and five demonstrators. In order to meet the 
increased -work, a separate agricultural officer has no-v\" been 
deputed to Sirajganj subdivision, and it is hoped to strengthen 
the staff of demonstrators. It has been recognised, 
however, that unofficial aid -will have to come to the help 
of the departmental officers if the good progress which 'has 
been made is to be continued. To this eud a movement 
has been initiated in the way of forming co-operative 
agricultural associations. Six of these village associations 
have so far been organised and have been registered under 
the Co-operative Societies Act. They raise their own share 
cai)ital and their main object is the raising of seed of these 
new varieties of crops and the purchase and sale of the 
seed and of special manures, such as castor-cake, to their 
own members and also to outsiders. The progress of the 
associations is being carefully watched, and if they succeed 
they should do a great deal towards rapidly and efficiently 
introducing agricultural improvements in the district. 



isnr?JTnrr.*«. i..vt*orH ani» TRvnr.. 


Cl 


niAiTr.ii vn. 

e.An'H’it Avutuinr- 

TiiC t-f Jm* <nfrt l» anlwi«>rt»n< inhufry Jo 

«? tr.fO 5nj:»*l I* Ilr ii»rrAC^ 

U^’oTf In ii-«“ •l(.'Tfr*-fjt »«rj-in,r fr^tn I0t«ri7*i, 

Tf.*" f'fiRI'JpiJ t'l A < Sift)finj|, 

rJlAnt*!*' A tUfi -4 Ia 1.. l''«'r» »ni c.f Mtnllc!.4f> I f-Vii.u kt 

^^ri‘^»rJ^. TJ»** ir*"*^* ai HffSj^knJ «ttl. f<*f itir n?ft«{ («»rl 
*tUj Unj'-’tl-’I l»5*55r *nl ih'-rj-r. *1 It.-f* with IfVAl 
T);" »5f<n?!h c.t ih<* Uvly in 

lit- ♦•►xw n, rJtlrc i '' ^*4 Jrxtxcn*. In ll»«* Urjirr^j twr.Pi'fn 
Jsr’jt-fi Jolj *« »n>l faUinr in l-'low 

K*! iJorJf s I’i" •JxfV KiK-n, J»t>a»rj f.n Jnt-.r 

TU- tnaoijfxfiwr*' 1 1 U»n lt><1c»tfjr if hv. nt cfT>«j!j, 

»K}f'i »iJ*j fo-il II. Tl.rfr iwn 

fk^-lcrlr^* 9l t’i! n>. <5n«> ini»*n •• Ih** lUlni llo.trrj Co. 

kni iLi* M>.»r «* ilir H90)lV»ni I.u! Tl.** 

I'iU.k !I<»»I‘rT i'y^ if ■ yrttii*' c^T.orni ownnl tjr U»«' 
TSnMMnJ fxunoJSr*. Tb" rSln;» Kxtijil.xol C'<*. U a 

U(»j r'3*r.j'»ny with » rxjMial cf 2 i 

U». bffti {'xl'J 11 ;* In J7*0 *\*rT» nf lU. lOtrxrh. A 

tl.jf 1 Inifrf^ tKown *♦ l}.« r.xofa fCi}»y laririry. «ra« 

•isrU'i 9i In 19?i l<T B I'ritBi'' Lrta oworrl |»t 

f'kflir inJ K^nsl •!})}, {rl .Sarllr nf Ifji' 

iJsrlrifl, 

Tl.«* »n>J lnir<*fiatjt foncrfo it tbai of ih#* 

r&l BX f'l.ltpa t^xnjil'atil fjo., «hifh •tarl'fvl In IfO'ianil 
}j»* «fry ^art'^tful, }*a;inj; 1.' p^rctnU in 

f{ jwr cnl. in J?iy »n'l of 2 j j**t c<*nl. In 11*2*). 
lf» kunosl nuitorn !• r»i’Ort^'l lo tn* 7,C>K) doirn tMi* 
(I’lnlao*). ^(*1 ifoi^n •<■<!!» and ffKI iIo»'*n pwc-alrm. Tfn* 
factory **ii*<'ri« It* I'rtvloctu lo mo«! In Ik-oi^xl and 

at Is unaJdo lo rop^ with Ihr ilrmand. The lotaJ 

nomWr of men e^nploym! {• ^bntit »0 ami almoil all iht* 
m«cli1iir« krt* itrlten t »7 fleam i»owt. Tlie ominrn of.rtie 
i’SIjiia Ho»tpf jr Co. i* abool 10nl<i*«n ve»t* a il-iy j U •■injiloyii 
about 20 m'*u fln'l alrni'tt •!! Iho roac!ilne« arc ifriven li^ oil 
en^'inea, . • 
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There are two ice-making factories in the district, one at 
SitaigaT^T emp\oyiTig abont Vn'fc ^■ya-es aS. ^saxa, 

eipploying about 75 men. They v^^ork from April to November, 
and the ice is ni'ostly used for preserving fish sent to Calcutta. 
'There are two printing presses S't IPabna and the third at "■ 
Sirajganj, which meet local There are also two 

machines for the manufacture of aerated water — one at 
Pllbna and one at Sirajganj. The aerated,, water manu- 
factured locally is, however, not in much demand, people 
getting soda water made at jjarayanganj, Goalundo and 
Calcutta. V 

The weaving of cotton cloths on hand-looms is an old indus- 
try in Pabna which has survived the competition of the Euro- 
pean anfk "Bombay miWs anh is stVA yufe mo'sy impOTYanV ooViago 
industry in the district. The Pabna fabrics have a high 
reputation on account of their fin® texture, and it is claimed 
th^it they challenge comparison with the products of Dacca 
and 'Other historic seats of the weaving industry. 

It is estimated that there are t5,500 looms in the district, of 
•which 3,000 are fly-shuttle looms, ^ud that the outturn of cloth 
is 7,500,000 yards a year. Six w'eavers’ co-operative societies, 
■with nearly 100 members, have baen formed. The Director of 
Industries reports that the principal centres of the industry, 
with the number of looms working in each, are as follows : — 


Village. 

No. of looms. 1 

Village. 

No. of looms. 

Delua 

1,700 

Sadullapur 

300 

Dhuparia 

600 

Enayatpur 

255 

Randhunibari 

500 

Raghabpur 

250 

Tamai 

^ 500 

Bagdi 

... , 220 

Sohagpur 

" 500 

Ekdanta 

200 

Puchlia 

400 

Ohalua 

200 

Sibpur 

360 

Bejgathi 

... '200. 

Ruknai 

300 

Aminpur 

150 


Other weaving villages are ; — 


SlEAJGANJ subdivision. 

(v";) In 

Belkuchi police-station* 

(ii) Chotadhul, and Basantapur in Chawhali police-station. 

( Sadar subdivision. 

j (i) Manikdia in Sujanagar police-station. 

(ii]f Gopalpur in Atgharia. 



i.AiKnTn ash tumik. 
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(iU) Ma*uii'IU Jn 

(i\) Clilthalla, N^«lifh{nt*pttr itn<l 111 

(f) r>4rlpSr», MalcrSm^lUfljmr, Slnpall. I’aUaniitir, lUl- 
l*us\.tcra, •lae*ann&t)<}itir, Uatbf<r an<l llalii>1Ur lii 
Clilttttobar. 

V‘in<' cl<‘U>< sr<< «t 8a>)o)la{>ar. Klahrliiniaimr An>l ArnTn* 
par In ih»* Halar »Ml*'l|t{*lon ami at IMns. (Jlrhbapnr amt 
Chfta-ihnl In Ih* SirJjjan) •ntnlii’ltson. Th«* rhKn'f.trt atnl 
clotb at Uflna ar»* t-f « quality ami lu j"’***! 

»lfnjan<1 Iti** c|’j*'r rl****^^ Tl.** in'lour y t«» 

Sfoh.i'frjtna !»ft ari'l « few )Uti»lu Tint!# n<*»r VUntt. 

Tli« tbri’J'l «-T yarn U mainly Knc«l*l* Japai.r^i* yarn la H»'^l l'» 

» atnalWalrnt* t( U nl*t»ln**l fmm r*leoii* ibroMsh mltj.jlf- 
ci'h. frotn whom ih^- pnr<!ia»«» It nn jiiylns; a 

hlt;h IniTM*. Th« c«nHr*nf tl*«* ira'l<*ln l'‘cal clothe ar? 

(a) I-tplioar Hit (l>lko<-J»»x S<t}ji/pDr. HhihrAlpDr. Kol- 
)ari( AJurara Iti fh« HlrS>}jnitij •ul>'lirlticin, Ritil 
(ti) Mathura, KL<lanta. Suj&natrar. lUnirrim. Hlinlattri, 
KliinSthp'if. f<inca|l, Hailatipnr. llhSnjriiria aii<l 
lirrnra In iho Ka*l4f aoUllvuion. 

Dy**!®? «>f yarn In r«*<l atKl hlu** c^Ootjra U carrl"!! on to a 
•malt rti**ai an'l th^ro !• • •a«ll •ly«**liofi»«* at Jl'iplchl near 
lUhnat ln<liso <lye U rnfXtJy 

lUiteti (rfArm«f»)sf»* ena<i** «**ti'it»lrrly In ih«* .fUtrlel hy n 
cU-^ Vnown a* IVtui Mocbl* am! ar* ^-aportisl mainly to *** 
RJljthShi ati'l Calctitia. Th«*y ar«* roun«l In •-hajM' an-1 ma'Io of 
local can**, Tl»''y ar*- nf Tirlon* •la*-* to IjnlJ 4 to kacha 
aM-rn of pralfi an-l an* *oM at anna* I to annaa 111 rich accorilitiK* 
to tjuality an I * 

IllankeU are ma-lo at HSra liy lomo famllir-i who ml|;ral«Ml ruattt* 
lb^fc from lllbar. Tbo nUiikria aro rouRh but of k<h>.1 
HSi}Uy, 'Thv tfitf'phrri* rf>r am} rr* i)t& Wattkfia /r<?w 
tbelf wool. 

* Hricka sii'I tlle<i aru (nafiafacluro<l in tho Indlci'iiODa kilns UrtctinJ 
(jxSJ'tt) anil b!»q In IluH’s pat«’nt kilna. In ibo formor local 
lal>our U omployr<l j for tbo lait'T moiiMon anti Mufri* aro 
imiKirteJ from Hlbar. 

Tilt* ordinary rarthen pot* of dally utio aro nude by local Peu.rr 
potters, but they arp of Inferlor^qnalUy atnl brittle and do not 
last long. Tb«*y are unable to make big jars (yd/a* and /.''/ni) . 
and tuba (cAfirii). These ore made by pollers who como Jrom 
Sadia in (he dry season and also make rings for tstdls. 

Kartben toys are made al Xanbalta ami ftantblantoll. i ' 
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Hide-oiiring 
a. id slioe- 
makini^ 


Pearl- 

Cahiiig. 


Hope, string 
and bag- 
making. 


Oil-preising. 


Hides are cured by local butchers and Muchis (known as 
Risliis), ^>vho work for Muhammadan hide dealers on a system 
of advances. Hide-dealers com6 from Dacca, settle down 
near some railway station, purchase raw hides and get them 
cured by Muchis or Musalman hide curers from Dacca, who are 
called Khalifas or Karigars. 

Shoe-making is practically a monopoly of Chamars from 
upcountry (Chapra, Arrah, ^Ghazipur, Ballia,' Gorakhpur and 
Unao), some of whom have settled in the towns and larger 
bazars while others remain for part of the year. They sell to 
order and also go to the different bazars, where they sell direct 
to the villagers, 

A minute industry, of interest on account of its. rarity, is that 
of pearl-fishing, which is carried on from the middle of Feb- 
ruary. The pearls are obtained from fresh water shells in the 
hils of thanas Ghatmohar, Ullapara and Shahzadpur : they are 
of small size and are sold for about Rs. 60 each to purchasers 
from Calcutta and Bogra. Those who engage in the industry 
are Bagdis and other low castes of Dahakula, Bhattakag and 
Santala (Ullapara), Gopalnagar and Idilpur (Ghatmohar) and 
Parkola (Shahzadpur). 

Rope and string are made for boating purposes by Jalia 
Kaibarttas along the banks of the Padma and Jamuna from 
jute and hemp (of a poor quality) and also from cocoanut 
coir. Ropes of a special kind for towing boats,' which are 
called gun, are made from hemp or flax of a good quality. 
The thick two-ply string, called taita, which is used for 
thatching and repairing roofs, is also a common cottage 
industry among the poorer Muhammadans of the labouring 
classes. Single-ply twine is made from hemp by poor Kapali 
women who supply a twine factory at Sirajganj, where it is 
made into three-ply twine. This factory, which is a small 
concern employing 4 to 6 persons, supplies the orders of the 
Comptroller of jStamps and Stationery. The outturn varies from c 
125 to 200 maunds ; in 1920 it was 125 maunds, besides 1,000 
balls of twine balls of 4 oz. each. Kapali women also make 
bags or sacks from jute string and one of their specialities is the 
money bags commonly used by Indian tradesmen. 

cThe extraction of oil from mustard seed is an industry con- 
fined to the Muhammadan Kalus and a few Hindu Telis, who 
use «^he indigenous oil press called ghani. The oil-cake is 
geuejally used for feeding cattle and supplies the local 
dernand^^ only. 


jsvvstniK?, j^Avovn aki> rnAn?:. r.?) 

'rhrr^ l« » »tnUhy In j Wl *n*t l»»»ar, thn hUck* 

itnllbi tRjr»ir^l In miklnR th** »{;ficulti\ral anti , 

cibfr Implftafnta In'rornmnn «»r, anfh *t *lckl«s /•v/.I/ii, 
jiloo^h'*lsaTyi, rf.4ai ajnl a«»^ Al*** momaklK*'*! mSfc** carintnlT*' 
tool*, knWrR,r»tor* an-l iirU tor*. Th«* In'Mnnl cmirr* and <M j» oI 
Haunlra in iho Kitlpar pnlleo-^jatSon fiaro a reputaUnn- 

Tit'’ calUratlnn and laanofaRtnri* ol linlijro w»Tr> rani'-il «mi U-J c* 
Jbmu^hocl Iko n»»ill JKiVi, and Jnaom" part* 

of tbo dUtrlrt It «• l.arUly i«v*ill.lo to tr»»el foot or fin* 

In any dlt«tJon wUhnnl pawJntf an Indijro fai'inry. Th** 
rJTono^'tafvry map »bowi ort indi^ f»c!<'rir« and 

netvorka, all •Itaainl nrar riv«r*i nr 
ehannrl*, l>ul li.rr** •rro nnno In (I>p 
of tho dirttki. In 

«ffc in In rxl#i*n<^ a« *h"«n In the 
marjrin. Tlinfacmrlo* Latolonf? ainco 
ora*<^ to work. Tho j>rr»li»r:»l ppj>n«j. 

(ion of iho ouitivatoni and Uin^uror* 
f ( Iho *ll»trict U tm|K*«»ililo to 

carry on th» lndo*ify and il»o factory 
owner* w»'f«* c**inj<"ll»“*l to wind up tlndr 
ooncrn.a. Many of Ilia bulMInt** kare 
fallen Into conipleto ruin. 

AjrrlciiUuml Uboar U jren*Tally local an*! Ike blnjurera I.>a«rB. 
cotnl*l tnsitily of Moliamniadane. Hire*! Ul-our la rtiiploynl 
* chhfly fi'f wreiJJn.? atj 1 fureMtln/. It !• o*<-d only to a amall 
eitenl ft<f ploujtkins uwinp to the prraaloneo of thi pracileo of 
etckaotHDi; labour, wklck 1* mneU In ao^no aiiioni: ainakler culib 
vatorf. A ntan, for inaiance, who ka* cattle but doe* not «i*)i to 
plon{;h hlniitelf letidalili cattle to another man forono day, and 
the Utter In return plough* hi* fan«I for three tiay*. Again, those 
who haro Infoniclent land of their own work leiijporaril} (or 
coltUaior* with large hoMInga. A very few Uhourert arc farm 
hand* drawing yearly wage* of It*. CO to Ita.KI with food and 
clothing, I'j*., two pair* of <f/n<ff* and a jiatr of pdtMrA;!*. Ijibour 
1* alraori tijilverrally hired and the ralo of wages vnrlea 
with the *ea»on and iho ilemand. The minimum is three 
to (our aonx* a day with the rate is lui Idgh a* eight 

anna# toonorai«ee for wce<hHg and harc«'Sflnf». Wage* are also 
paid in kind { a eotuasdu rate of A'lnnrtcratlon is one-fifth of tho 
crop reapeil.ihrealied and winnowed i in tho riparian Tillapos,\ho ' 
payment for rcjplng paddy Is oficn only one-tenth of tho c\hp. 

In the viHagi-* on tho lianksof tho Jamuna river onodlflh 
lo oue-tcuih of the hired laboor la Imjjorlod from tho 
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Trade. 


Dacca district. This appears chiefly to be clue to cultivators who 
have los^t their lands and have been driven across the river by 
heavy diluvion coming back to work near, their old homes. 
Another exception to the general rule is a group, of villages on 
the border of thaiias Pabna and Sujanagar, where one-tenth of 
the hired labour is imported from the Kushtia subdivision of 
Nadia. These two blocks which import labour also, however, 
send labourers to other districts, chiefly to Mymensingh and 
Bogra, and to a lesser extent to Farldpur and Bakarganj. 
On the borders of Rajshfihi landless labourers and 
cultivators with small holdings migrate to the Nator subdivi- 
sion during the harvesting season. In the south-west of the 
.district towards Sara and Ishurdi a certain proportion of the 
labourers consist of men who have come from the Nadia district 
and settled there. Along the river Jamuna also, near Bera . 
Nakalia, there are a number of landless labourers, originally 
cultivators, whose land has been swept away by erosion. Being 
now dependent on manual labour they are employed in the jute 
presses and are also ready to do earthwork. The labourers in 
the vicinity of Sirajganj are more independent and consider 
it an indignity to engage in earthwork. There is no such pre-_ 
judice in the Sadar subdivision, where local labour is usually 
employed for digging tanks and for the construction and repairs 
of roads. About 1,000 men in the neighbourhood of Sirajganj 
migrate annually and work in the jute mills near Calcutta for 
four to six months. A certain proportion of needy agricul- t 
turists also go across the river to Assam for cutting paddy and 
thatching grass. 

Foreign labour comes from neighbouring districts for 
agricultural work, e.^., Muhammadan labourers come from 
Nadia to the south of the district for weeding and reaping, and 
from outside the province for other works involving hard labour 
and physical strength, such as earthwork and baling jute. 
Labourers from Bibar and the United Provinces are imported 
for all large construction works, for which local labour is* 
inadequate, and are also employed in the jute presses at Sira j" ■ 
ganj. There they are the only men able to carry drums of jute 
on their heads : the Bengali, who is accustomed. to carry weights 
on his neck and shoulders, is incapable of doing so. 

^ Geographically the district is favourabl^r situated for trade, 
as picturesquely explained by Sir William Hunter in 1876 : — 

“ laying at the point of the angle formed by the convergence of 
the Ganges and Brahmaputra, it commands the two river 
highwa;js of Eastern India. ' Its marts, often of mushroom 
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pro^lh, hfcvc bccomo cmtrM forcollccilft}: nml WMll^trUnuinp 
Ihe cxporW ot rich ^rotlnctij »n»! tlw SirSjRanJ nn'^chanls 
trannacl, on »n arid (!andbank| halC Iho Jnlo iradc of IknpaU" 

The Jutp trailo In no longer concentrated In SirSjganj to thU 
extent and ha'* 1‘ecome widely dlaaeiiitnate»l, hut thotowjt l« still 
one of the mo*'! Important centres of the trade. Several jnto firms 
have aernctes there, qnantlttra of loose jnte arc brought from 
Ilanpjmr, Mymenstngh and Ilftpra, as welt ns from tlje district, 
and the raw mateilal Is haled In the local |ir«»»s<*a for export I’m 
Oalcalla, The other chief centres of trade are Paljna, Ih-m, 

Phapari on the i'adma, PangSslon the Ichhimati and UlI^pAra 
on the HurSsSpar. These place* Cocoa the aprlculltiral produce 
of Plbna for ex|tort to Calcutta and elsewhere, and they dUtrl* 
htite the lni|>orta of salt, piece-goods, kcrosluo oil ami inannfac* 
torwl anicles. 

Slrajgan] Is, next to NSrSyanganJ In the Dacca district, the 
roost Important dhtrlci market for Jute In Ilengal. The fol* 
lowing account of Its trade Is given In Js’.C. Chandhnry’s Jrife 
»/i Jte’tffal (Calcutta, l‘.<2l)s— 

“ In the beginning of the feason July), local Jtjle calloil 
DeawSI Is imported hero. It is a medium fihro, neither very 
fine nor thick, of both white and blackish colours and but little 
rooty. As the season advances, Jute from tlie other lido of the 
river Jamuna^l'anibSri, SaHsbabSri. PorabSri, etc.'— comes in. 

This (|Qa1lty of jute, which IsdKTerent from the local luwland 
Jute, is very good In c<dour, itreiigtli and fine lextiiri*, yielding 
.00 lo 70 per cent, hessian. Afterwards, Jute front Itogra and 
the soj/lhern part of Cbtupimr Iv Imiwrted. From October, 

DeswSI and Mymensingli qualUies are getting rare, while thu 
market is mainly supplied with the ^uie of thu parts of 
Northern llongal, Assam and Cooch Debar carritxl by boats. 

" Tlie northern jute is generally of very good quality, alihoujjh 
without any particular colour. It is soft and bears more twist. 

The julo grown by Iho river Teesfa (a tributary to tho Brahma- 
\)utra) is strong and fine. A limited quantity of C. olitoriua 
called Tosha jiito is also availablo at&IrSJganj. Forconvon- 
ienco of communlcatious, Julo is sold at SIrSJganJ throughout 
the year. In Imporl-inco as a Jnto market, SlrRjganJ occupies 
the second position next lo NBrSyanganj.” 

Juto Is exported mainly from SIrSjgaiiJ, UllSpam, BhSngurA c«ni». of 
Ishurdi, 85ra, Narirganj, SiKlurta, Sagarkamii, NukSUn a'nd 
Bora to Calcutta. Cereals, e.g., gram, peas, kfiesdri, etc., asjA'cIl 
as mustard, aro exported lo Bogra and Mymenslngh mainly v,ront 
XJUfipSra, SlrSjganj, Ishurdi, Sarn/SSlbaria, NakSlla ou*d Bora- 
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Tamarind fruit is exported to a certain extent to Calcutta, 
Mymenpiugli and Dacca, Jamtail being t^e principal exporting 
centre. Middlemen are said to mi^ke large profits over this busi- 
ness buying at ^2 annas per maund and selling at Rs. 3 per maund. 
Ghee is exported mainly to Calcutta from Khamarullapara 
(Belkuchi police-station), Ballopara (Ullapara p.-s.) Shahzadpur, 
Potajia, Panjana, Jamirta (Shahzadpur p.-s.), Bhangura (Parid- 
pur p.-s.), Chatmohar, Ishurdi (Sara p.-s.) and Bharenga (Bera 
p.-s.). Fowls and ducks and their eggs are exported to Calcutta 
from almost every station on the Sara-Sira.iganj Railway. The 
trade i^ especially brisk at Salap, where 3 or 4 big boxes of eggs 
are despatched daily. Eggs are collected by middlemen from 
door-to-door and at the hats at 3 to 5 annas a dozen, and 
fetch double in Calcutta. Owing to this trade it is difficult to 
procure fowls and eggs in places near the railway stations. 
Fowls are also exported to Calcutta from Sujanagar via Pangsa 
railway station. Fish caught in the hils in Kazipur, Farldpur, 
Taras and Chatmohar police-stations are exported to Calcutta 
from Sirajganj and from Bhangura and Saratnagar railway 
stations. Those caught in the Jamuna are exported to Calcutta 
from Sthal by steamer Hilsa fish caught in the Padma are 
exported by railway from Sara and from Sagarkandi and 
Nazirganj via Belgachi railway station. Dried fish is exported 
from Fadai (Sujanagar police-station) to Calcutta. 

Goats and sheep are brought to hats, especiallyiat Ratan- 
kandi, in quantities of a few hundred by heparis and in lesser 
quantities of thirties and forties to hdls in Chauhali police- 
slatiou and sent off to Calcutta. Chauhali, Talgach (Shahzadpur 
p.-s.) and Arankhola do a considerable trade during the cold 
weather in cattle, wh^ich are mainly exported to Dacca and My- 
mensingh. Bones are collected all over the district by Muchis 
and butchers, mostly in Kazipur p.-s. and Sara p.-s., and exported 
to Messrs. Ralli Brothers at Calcutta. Hides are also collected 
by the same class, and exported to Calcutta through middlemen 
from Kalia Khandapara (Sirajganj), Shahzadpur, Char Kawall 
(Dllapara p.-s.), Diishsiki (Kamarklianda p.-s.), Bhanguria 
(Faridpur p.-s.), Ishurdi, Chandia, Ekd&nta, Narayn Sibpur 
and Debottar (Atgharia p.-^.), Satbaria (Sujanagar) and Aralia 
(Bera p.-s.). 

, Twine is exported to Calcifila from Sirajganj ; onions from 
Jof'pukhuria (Sujanagar p.-s.) to Bhairab, turmeric from 
Chituakliora and Daskhin Birampur (Sujanagar p.-s.) to Dacca 
and^Mymensingh, and molasses from Abmadpnr and Sujanagar 
to Dadca and Mymensingh. Cane baskets are exported from 



INUU.STItir.S ANI> TllADi:. 


CliHtuIra, Kkdanta, AtgharU, l>*l) 0 (iar (Atf;Jiaria p.*a.) Mn«l 
I'ftbna to Catcntia Mul Tl>« ve;:«’tableft* known * 

«« are n'nl from I’i'Jna fo Dacca ani*# Mjmrn«iii;;h, 
andenrihon j>oi8 (runlAf) arc <l«‘'\ialclM’'l i>y rail from Ifhnnli to 
Calcutta anti other {tlnCcs nti the litiv, Nfitnr, HaniahSr 
anti DinSJpnr. 

The export tratlc li In the Iian<1«c»f mldtllempii, of whom MWtJtBfn 
there arc three cla-Mct. The man who deal* clirfcllj* with the 
protlucer (or in the care of firh with the fishermen) lathe 
a man of rinall CApltal who ^hoiii from {>Iace*to> 
place colUctlnt; the articles for which ilietp la a tlemuntl. 

Th<Me the /7f/Tr/«# eell to the mlflJh-men next in th<»onJ«Tof 
(^atlatioQ, tU., the Ifjtlrtr who are rstal>H«hetl at tin* principal 
tnarkrt<t. Tltc ff^xTrir lell attain to merchant* acconlin^; to the 
state of the market, r.r;., the; may atore the pootla Ifprictsare 
low and watt for a rlre. Kecdicrn to ray. the mlilcllemen make 
larp* prtiflta and the ( rice recelvtMl hy the protlneer way be 
cnly half (hntpahl hy the eonenmer; Ihur, the cultivator may 
Rct Its. 5 a matind for jnte which fetched Hs. 10 In tin- market. 

Trade in articles of constant demand i« general); tun on a 
system nf 8dr3nces(t/Jcf'/n)j the fc(74rM make advanres lo the 
/lAdf/fli, w-ho arc hound In retorn to sell the commotiitita they 
collect only to the Ujxtrit and often have thvlr margin of profit 
limited. Calcutta nierchants again finance collecting agents 
, In aslmllar way. , 

It Is reported that there are oliogclln r permanent markci 
places will) a daily haiar fur (ho sale of local produce, :flA /idit 
or temporary markeL-, which are usiially h' hi twice n week, 
and £8 (H'rlcxllca] tiiehli or (airs. * 

The following is o list of haxars and trade c'^ntres (mdicat- 
Ing hrietly (ho principal orlichs of trade) in each thuna of 
the district ; — 



Bid4i scspivtsioa. 


hfdt uf baesrs. 
Pdbna patiwttathn— 

Trade centre*. 

Articlci of trade. 

rthna ... 

PlUia HazAT ... 

I'aili);, rice, fisli, rego. 
tablet Btid Ollier 


t 

l.fcea-arifs of hic. 

Doglclii 


, 

niiturtra .. 



B&<liar .. 


1* 

Kkdaiits 


, 



* 
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List of bazars. Trade centres. Articles of trade. 

' f 

Faridjiur 

. t ’ 

poltce-staUon . — 

Faridpur ... Pfibna Bazar ... Faddy, rice, fish, vege- 

tables and other 
necessaries of life. 

Gopalnagar 

Sujanagar 
police-station — 

Sujanagar ... Sujanagar 

Sutbaria ... Satbarin 

Nazirgauj 
Dulai 


... Jute, paddj', rice, fish, 
etc., inaiiily. 


Mathura 
police-station — 

Bera ... Bera ... Jute, paddy, niolnssea, 

wood, etc. 

Chatmohar 
police-station — 

(Jli.atinoliar ... Gbatinoliar ... Jute, paddy, rice. 

Bhangura ... 


Sara polict-statinn — 

Sara Uilja Bazar ... Sara .. Fish, vegetables, padily, 

rice. « 

Kainarpur Ganga id. 

Bazar. 

Puksi Bazar ... Paksi ... id. 


Sdinthia police- 

t> 

station — 


'■j 

S.'Sinthia 


Baiigrfim 


S.'dnlbia (Dulai) 


Fi**!;, veget.nWofl, paddy, 
rice. 
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IJ«i nf 


Artielf* <if IrHe. 



* 

StrSjyanj 

Kellatxiir 

... 

Ju(«, tie". 


htllM iUi 

Irrotitir, »*U and 
otbrf foi«I (rraiti*. 

Ja(*, (I'l'lf . rtcr 

Moriolilnpatti 

... 

Cadk luaikrl. 

SaJUUI 




lUj-rSl.lt 

Canl4 and pile. 


DMUfl lilt 

Caitle.jiitf, |*a'J Ip, ritf. 

... 

...... 


{liclAri ... 

— 


TilrJi 

Tlrl« 

T»fl. 

ra.IJp. nc», fi.L 

//r/lafAi fKVt*- 
ilatioi— 

Itcllil ... 

Iklut nu.tr ... 

Jute, I't'll}, ncT> and 

Mikftnpnr ... 


otiirr iit<.r.iarn 1 of 
lifr 

lUUtitnfur ... 



Khlmtr DIII|4r> ... 



Ktn'})>i{lrft ... 


.. .. 

Rtl^loptir ... 


• 

Chauh&ti pellet- 
ttalion—^ 

ChtulilTi ... 

Cliiublli 

)>a<j<lp. cattle, luh 

Klixililplrft ... 


and otlier neceiuriea. 

DtUil 



Ctiltxipur .. 



UdlpiM 



A'dmdrAA^nii] 

• t 


p'lUee-ttalSon^ 


• 

Jiianlil .. 

KKiiilrii)iRii<]a 

-ulc, rao, 4*sh. 


rorSllrt 

, 


PoMliika .. 

. ' 
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iiist of bazars. Trade centres. Articles of trade. 

Ulldpdr a police- ^ . 

station — * 

Ullapara ... Ullapara . 

Kaligarij ... Jute, hemp. 

iSarohar ... 


Rdiganj p.olicc- 
statioii — 

L'liandaikona 

Dliangara 

Raiganj 

Bliaiaganti 

Ghurka 

Daobhag 

Nimgachi 

Dliamainagar 

Dhubil 

Shalanga 

Sabebganj 

Nalka 

Gram Pangasi 

Hat Pangasi 

Hashil 

Karilabari 

Brahmagacha 

Satani 

Atgbaria 


... Cliandaikona 

... Dhangara 
... Nalka 
... Shalanga 


... Paddy, rice, jute 
mainly. 


Hats, 


Shdhzddpur police- 


station. 

Shalizadpur 
Jamirta 
Porjana ... 
Beltail ... 
Potajia ... 
Senatani 
Garadaha 
NarJ^a ... 


... Shalizadpur 
... Jamirta .. 
... Porjana ... 
.. Beltail 
.. Potajia 


... 1 
... i 

^ Paddy, rice and jute. 

... I 

... J 


k lafrge amount of trade is also carried on at village Mts 
or markets, which are held on fixed days, once or twice or 

4 
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thrice a week. The Mt is tisaally held iii an open space, where 
vendors from the neighbonring villages and petty traders from , 
a distance sell their goods, "^hey either sjt on the gronnd with 
their wares set ont before them, or occupy open sheds or booths 
with corrugated iron or thatched roofs. Business is transacted in 
all kinds of country produce, e.y., rice, vegetables, spices, betel, 
tobacco, froit, dsh and earthenware. Thu villager disposes of 
bis surplus produce and obtains wh4it he needs himself. The 
more important htUs are also freqnented by the brokers of 
merchants dealing in country prodnoo. These markets belong 
to the zamtndars, who charge the vendors fees for the right 
to sell their goods. 

No large trade is carried on at the mel^a or fairs and there is 
no special feature in the business done, except that various 
kinds of wooden articles are sold at the ineM$ held at SonS- 
mukhi in the Kazipnr police-station of the Sirajganj subdivi- 
sion and at Shahzadpnrand Arankhola, where ponies and cattle 
are sold. Olherwiss the ordinary cominodlties of daily use 
which are sold in Mis and bazars change hands, c.g., sweetmeats, 
spices, pots ail J other ntenslls, frnits, trinkets, etc. The follow, 
ing is a brief accoont of the chief melSs 

A meld is held at Chandra in Atgbaria police-station on 
the occasion of Ndrtik Pufa and lasts for abont a month. 

Some 500 to 600 persons from villages in the vicinity attend 
, it and shopkeepers come from PSbna and neighbouring 
places. MeiSs are also held at Asbfamanisha and Haripur on 
the occasion of K51i Puja and last for 7 tn 20 days. Somo .*100 
to 1,000 people from the neighbouring places, from Chatmohar 
and from GnradSspnr and Baraigram iniijjshShi attend daily. 

Another mtld is held in April on the occasion of 
Basanti Ashtami at Kbanpura in connection with the 
•worship of Bhairahnath, whose idol ig enshrined there. 

It lasts two days and is attended by 2,000 to 3,000 
♦people. A mela is held at Sonamakbi In Eazipur police-station 
in the month of Aawin or Earlik on the occasion of the Durga 
Pqja and lasts for 20 days. Some 1,000 people from the 
neighbouring places and from villagoq in Bogra visit the 

mela, which is of sufficient import»nce to attract shopkeepers 
from Sirajgani and Bogra. A |air is held at Shahzadpurin 
the winter season and lasts for abont a month. About lj3t)0 
people attend daily and shopkeepers come from Pabna 
Birajganj and Jamtail. The special featnre of this mela fs the 
galp of ponies,' * 

F 
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CHAl’TKU Vfll. 


MI:aN*S of COMMFS'rO’ATION. 


c 


Cr.Ncit.M, 

COS’DITIOKK. 


RAtr.WAYs. 




Tin: many rivorft, />i7s an*! Jnar3ho.< rotni'.'r it imposHible fo 
cnni^lriicl j)'rmam,>nl rorulrt exct-pt at j'rf-ai oxpfniHt?. Largo 
areas arc swampy ami v;at<‘r-loi,'goi!, iho water lying in them to 
a considfrable depth iliiring tlie rains. Roads have to bo 
raised on embankments, which are liable to bo broatdied by 
floods : whore tliey are not raised, tiiey are often mere tracks- 
'J'ho np-keop of the roads is also dilhoult, hecanse the borrow- 
pits, from which earth is talcen, remain full of water till 
late in the year, and tlioy can only be utilised during the com- 
paratively short time that they are dry. There are, moreover, 
numerous watcr-cour.ses nrnl rivers which rerpiire large and 
expensive bridges. Lastly, the soil i.s composed of alliivinm, 
and all road metal has to be imported. There are, however, 
e.xcellont water communicatiouH — the rivers are, in fact, the main 
trade routes — and in recent years the district has boon given 
connection with other district.s by the branch railway connect- 
ing Sirajganj with the main lino of the Eastern Bengal Railway. ^ 
The northern section of the Eastern Bengal Railway, Lc., 
the section from the Ganges or Padma to Siliguri, passes 
through the south-western corner of the district for a distance 


of about 5 miles. It 
Hardinge bridge, of 


Station. 

Isluirdi ... 

Moolnduli 

Dhanbila 

Chatmolnr 

Gooakhora ... 

Bbangoora 

Saratnagar ... 

Oilpasbar 

Labiri-llobanpur 

Mahishakhola 

Ullapara 

Salop 

Jamtoil 

Kali»-Hariptir 

Sirajgani 

Sirajganj Bazar 

Siraca/fj Court ' 

Sirajganj Ghat 

• 


Miles. 


. 71 

G 

2} 

24 

3 

34 

8 

2 

31 

41 

31 

21 

11 


w carried across the Ganges bj* the great 
which an account will be found in the last 
chapter. In this short length there are 
two raihvay stations, viz., Paksoy (Paksi) 
and Ishurdi 4'j miles further on : the village 
of Ishurdi is situated in the Rajshahi, 
district. Ishurdi is a junction for a 
branch lino of the Eastern Bengal Rail w'ay 
opened in 1917, which is known as the Sara- 
Sirajganj branch. It connects Ishurdi 
w'ith Sirajganj and is 52 1 miles long. On 
it there are the stations shown in the 
marginal statement, which also gives the 
distances betw'oen themr the spellings 
are those adopted by the railway. A ferry 


* 
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may bo compared with those given below of the lengths of the 
roads in'the 18th ccnttiry as stated by Rdiinell in " ^*1 Descrip- 
tion of the Dii'ids i}i Bciujal and ]^ahni\ I?7S." Those, it must 
bo remembered, were the only roads in the district. 


CJM rca'!*. 


The headquarters town of P/ihna then had connection with 

Calcutta by a road from 
“ Ousty ■’ to “ Seorpour in Mah- 
manshi,” of which Rennoll’s 
details are given in the margin. 
The claims of this road to be 
considered a road according to 
modern standards are doubtful, 
for it appears to have hoon a 
mere track. Gusty or Custco 
is easily recognizable as Kushtia 
in the Nadia district: Sjiig- 
pyno is Sainpain Hat on the 
Alrai river, 1' miles north-east 
of Pfibna. Cliatmol is Chatmohar and Hurryal is Ilandifib 
Nowgong has not been identified, but may possibly be Naughat. 
Howanypour is Bhawanipur just across the border in Bogra 
district aiv.l Seorponr in Mnhinanshi is easily identifiablo ns 
b'lH-rpur now in the Bogra district. 


I'ittnnccs 
of in milo' 
piaC'.F. (vnd 

fiirlonps. 



M 

F 

... 

i:7 

0 

t’nbnn 



Nnrir- 

... 

to 

0 

SvDfpin'' 

in 

G 


9 

4 

Hurryal ... 

10 

0 

KoTTp^nf! 

a 

0 

... 

r, 

1 

Ilownnv- 

in;r ... 

in 

0 


s 

r> 


itisers 

and 

ntilUh< 
to llO 
cro^po.I. 


(from Calcntf.i). 


Oangc.''. 

Attri. 

Ooor. 


Pabna was conneclal with 


ft’an:- i-l in 
nlAfT*- nn'i 

fnri-inp-. 

M i’. 


Uivir- 

nnd 

ntigafip. 


4s iff "p''.'' 

n-.e 

V r* ••• C 

K 1 
r* 1 

fj.-ti ... i: (• Ar-.i 

thrui.i. Karagsiui-:*’ is .’a^ily 
Sftj.'navr.r (b’sna. 


Rajshahi on the west by a road 
runiting to Boolyn (the modern 
Piitliia) atnl tlienco to Bauleah 
(Rainpur-Bo.'ilia), and with 
Dacca on the erist by a road 
running to Jatliergunge as 
shown in the margin. .lafTier- 
gnnge is .lafarganj. Ruttnn- 
gtinge ia ill.' modern village of 
Ratang.tuj in the ^^athnra 
reoogniite.l a>;’ Nfirirganj its the 


t 




pabna. 


?8 

The Pabna-Sura road is 18 miles long. It passes over 
numerous waterways which are bridged* and there is a ferry 
which plies duMng the rains over the Ichhamati river below 
Pabna town. There is a rest-shed at Dasuria on the 12th mile 
and an inspection bungluw at Sara on the 18th mile. 

The old Pabna -Sirajganj road {via Shahzadpur and Ulla- 
para), which has a length of 40} miles, tabes off from the new 
Pabna-Siriijganj road at Atailcula, 12 miles from Pabna^ It is 
partly raised and partly a surface track. Perries ply all the 
year round over the Phuljhur river at Ullapara and over the 
Baral river at Rautara. There is an inspection bungalow at 
Ullapara, 15 miles from Sirajganj. 

The Pabna-Mathura road (via, Tantiband and Dulai) is 28} 
miles long. The portion of the road from Pabna to Tantiband 
(12 miles) -is raised and passable during floods. Ferries 'ply in 
the rainy season at Chandipur, Poradanga and Kasinathpur 
on the 13th, 14th and 25th miles. There is an inspection 
bungalow at Dulai on the 20th mile of the road. On the 8th mile 
a bridge carries it over the Koladi Jola and there are also bridges 
on the 11th mile at Sadullapur and on the 12th mile at 
Tantiband. 

The Pabna-Chatmohar road (39} miles in length) 
branches off from Ranigram on the Cth mile of the Pabna-Sara 
road, and after passing through Chatmohar goes to Taras and 
thence to Rauirhaton the district boundary. The name is there- 
fore only partly and not exhaustively descriptive. It is passable 
throughout the year up to Chatmohar, 18} miles from 
Pabna, where there is rfh inspection bungalow. The remainder 
is passable in the dry season only. At Mulgram on the 14th 
mile and at Chatmohar-Natunbazar on the 20th mile ferries ply 
during the rains ; another ferry plies during the dry season on 
the 23rd mile at Baisha. There are small bridges on the 15th 
17th and 18th miles. 

The Sirajganj-Bogra road via Nalka is 18| miles long. A 
ferry plies across the Phuljhur river at Nalka all the year. This 
road is liable lo be breached by floods and was seriously 
damaged by the unusually high floods of 1906, which left 
bre'aches at Betuali, Panchil, Clhakipara, Gfhurka, Bhughati, 
Saraikhal and Kishorkhali on the 6th, 11th, 12th, Loth, 17th 
and feth miles, respectively, so big that they could only be 
ferriefd across. ' - • 
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GITAPTER IX. 

LAND HLVI'.NL'K ADMINISTHATION. 

Kx'CID’T for tlio diura urea, wh(-n,* thoro has been a setllo- 
meiit, there in little detailed information about the land 
tenures; but generally speaking they have few ftoouliar features. 
Thoro is a small number of tenures : the town of Pabna 

itself is held on such a tenure. The .system of produce-rents is 
fairly common ; under this the actual cultix’aldr, who is known 
as harguit or hargddur, provides the cattle, ploughs and lialf 
tlie seed, besides the labour, while the jntihlr, froin whom he 
holds, gives the land r’ent-free and half the seed, and each 
party receives half the produce. 

In the (liCiras of the Ganges or Padma there are numerous 
joidCirs, Borao having tenures and some holdings, under the pro- 
prietors : all tenancies are called jut, snb-infendation being 
expressed by the terms dar and nim. Holdings are very email 
in size, the average area being only 1} acre for a ryot 
paying a cash-rent and threo-iiftlis of an acre for u ryot 
paying a produce-rent. More than a quarter of the land is let 
at a produce-rent. The ryots who pay produce-rents generally * 
hold the same land for many years in succe-ssiou, a son often 
succeeding his father ; the rent almost invariably consists of 
half the crop in the case of paddy and of one-third in the case 
of jute. The landlords generally do not supply the seed, but if 
they do, they take half the straw as well as half the paddy. 
Produce-rents are on the average more than four times the 
cash-rents in this locality and as the cultivator does not get a 
fair return for his labour, the land is not so carefully cultivated 
as that for which a cash-rent is paid : the average cash-rent of' 
settled and occupancy-rj’ots is Rs. d-12-9 an acre. Altogether 
9 per cent, of the ryot’s land is sublet to under-ryots, whose 
holdings average only six-tenths of an acre.* 

In most of the villages in the Jamuna didrccs cultivating 
rybts hold directly under the^' proprietors.' There are a few 
painfs, but very little other sub-infeudation. The ryoti-holdings 

ic 

* B. C. Prance, Final Beport on the Survey and Settlement Operations in the 
Eiparian A^eas of District Pabna, 1916. 
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are known by tbn name of jot$. Mo«l were crcatinl before ib« 
laoil broBffb! ot;*ler catUralloo. The average afte of a 
hol<Ungvni»fonniltobe2'SOatrv*. For ih« inosUpart the ryotn 
hare « right of occwpancy t t?io»e not ao recorJM being chiefly 
new rettlera In ih* recently reforroe*! fA<ir rlUaBe*. Three 
hnnJrei! atnl etgb(y**"Ten tenancie* were recortlisJ In the tiamev 
of p'-raont who hail taken j>o»<e*«lon of cA<ir tanilv wilhhni the 
expre^* jMi'mlrsIon of the landlon!. Tnl< !• an erery^lay 
Of^urrence; the occupier* eoonef or later gain rt'cognl- 
llon, t>., a ca^h*rent ia fixe>l. They hare therefore lx.'en 
recorilel ftv ryot*. The rent-free tenanclr* are rnr^ily rArUnfji 
anil yir/xll tenancle*. Tlie former are grannsl to wa»hermeD« 

Larbera. etc.; the latter bare a rellgiona origin. Trane* 

fer* of rytill'holdtngi or toore generally of }<art hobling* occur 
frejjjefjjJy, but they »fe jjeter n-eogol/eJ by the JamllonJ* 
until the cuiiomary rnMini i* pabl. Sererthi'ln* the lanilloril 
aeMom attempt* to erlct the pnrtfJn*er ,errn of an entire 
hohUnp, ta lOch a proceeding wonM tend to «li*cour8go the 
practice of (ratiffef, which U a aotirce of great profit to the 
laadlorJ. In recent year* there I* agrowing tendency for the 
(and to pa»« Into the hand* of the money>(ending cla**» who 
eublet at very bigh rate*, often to the rery tenant against 
whom they have got a decree. The tendency is e<juatly mnrke^l 
In the ca*c of U.<1$ vuthtfli, where transfer* are recogniieil 
withent any exaction of rafdmb* 

According to the return* for there are esutea CrrsTs*. 

on the tanzi roll, with a current demand of land rereuue 
amounting to Jl*. f,42.(7r*:of these 1,814 are permanently' 
aetilcd, CH aro letnporarily'edtKl and* 81 (with a current 
demand of [la. f>0,741) aro held dir>*ct by Oorernmeut, At the 
end of the year there were no !•*** than 4,r»l3 separito ftcconul*. 

A aurreT and Settlement of the riverain area In the bed und senver* 
on the bank of the Jainuna werv carried out in connection with 
,tho Mymciulngli settlement, fn onler that both banks of this 
constantly shifting river might be ma}i])od a* tliuy stood in one 
st’aBon. The survey was begun at the end of I9H and was 
followed hy u rccord*of>right», tho reconbi being finally pub. 
lished In 191C'17. The area taken up vv'a* Ifil siiuaro mile* 
with 235 village*. More than 70 percent, of the area falls In 
tho three MymenBujgh por^^izrins of Atla (Tangall), Bura B!iju 
and Kagm5ri and portions appertain to Yusufshithi (IsupshSld) 
of ihU district, Sona Baja (nsjsbfihi) and DomrSl (Bogru).*^ 


*P A.SiebK, Mrra«nilaKhfiarW]rKn4BeVlt«taent Report, 
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Hoad and 'j’Ikj nuniher oC (‘stuten nssCBSotl to rond and public "works 

ru n t c * 

woiiKH* ceases in 1920-21 was 2,008, viz., 1,91G rtvenuo-paying estates, 

cKHsi.s. rovonuu-froe eslutos and if rent-free lands, and the 

total current demand was Rs, 1,18,038. The number of 

separate accounts was 1,300. There were. also 0,502 tenures 

asseaaod to ceases. The gro.ss rental of the district is now 

Its. 28,02,226 compared with tho valuation of Rs. 15,14,755 

made when road-coss was first asseaseii under Act X of 1871 — 

an increase of Rs. 13,87,191. 

liKt.ATinss Many large properties belong to non-resident zamTndars, 
Mium^Avi) while minor estates have been split up and sublet to a largo 
TCKANTH. extent. This had closely afi'cctcd the position of the tenants, 
for tho power of landlords is greatest in compact well-managed 
estates under resident proprietors and is weakened where 
estates are subdivided and there are a number of potty share- 
holders constantly squabbling. As a result of this state of 
affairs, combinations of tenants against landlords are fairly 
common in the district, more especially in the Sirajganj sub- 
division, whore cases arising from disputes between landlords 
and tenants occupy much of the Subdivisional Officer’s time. 
The most remarkable instance of such combinations- is- the 
agrarian movement of 1873 doseribed in Chapter , II, by 
which tho cultivators defeated their landlords’ attempts to 
enhance their rent-rolls. This led Sir William Hunter to 
remark in 1876 in tho preface to the ninth volume of the 
Statistical Account of Bengal dealing with Pubna — “ The rural 
population have proved themselves quick to appreciate and to 
act upon the rights which English rule secures to rich and 
poor. They have fongut out with keen persistence, but with 
few ebullitions of violence, the struggle between landlord and 
tenant, and are conducting before our eyes an agrarian 
revolution by due coui-so of law.” 

At the same time the power of the zamindars appears to 
have been always much greater than in the districts of Eastern * 
Bengal. From time immemorial the rural administration has 
been practically in their hands. If, for instance, two tenants 
have a dispute, the matter is commonly taken to the zamindar’s 
cutcherry for settlement, and frequently, if a crime is committed, 
the zamiudar or his agent decides whether the police should be 
informed, or when a complaint is made, the' offending parly is 
sent for and the case heard. If it is merely a dispute about 
the ^rbssession of land, the case may be disposed of out-of- 
handtby deciding who shall have possession, but in cases of 
. misconduct fines are often imposed. Much useful work is done 
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by llic prompt ♦fUjicwal of prtty d{«pntr* on the miot, oml.tn 
practice, a cuHlralor cSn Rcl reilre^t from l>eity vronp without 
the exrH*r.!M* of a triallxi'foroli diatant court j bt#t the eystem H 
obrloaily open to abit«', r.Q.^ crImM may be huah'*<l up and 
neref reported to (he authoritlc*. and when reportctl, delay In 
caused by the partlM Kolnp flretto the ramljulSrV ctuchcrry. 
The aystem }a, In any caae, pc»jiil«-ec-‘«l in by (ha eoJUraioni 
tbrmai.'lre*', hirjjely hccan»o of iho fear iliai reca1eitranc<', 
refusal In pay a fine, x»nii|.f rnlall loa* <tf ihelr bDJiJInfp*, The 
power of tlie lamtmISra to mforcc iliclr wilt rc^la on the 
injecurlly of the cultUalor’e leimti*. The ordinary occupancy- 
ryot ha«, aa a rule, no /«»«.• the only docutnenta from which 
be can proro title are jrcncfally rent-rccelpit, and thwe do not 
'thow what land lie hoMi. In the event of litigation ho Is 
dojwndA'til cii oral evidence of pos^'-a^ion for proof of his right 
to any particular plot. In the casoof Miihammadana, moreover, 
claims are easily trutn]w*d op owing m the operation of the 
SIwicni law of Inheritance. When a man's property is divided 
after his death, thero is niu'illy no record of the partition and 
It Is easy for an astute nftif> to hritig an obnoxious tenant to 
booV by nncarihlng.My, a iirolherV widow who baa remarried In 
another village ati<l getting her to make a colourable claim 
to the land and to ezecnte a conveyance* in favour of some 
creature of the aamliu'iir, 

, Tlie levy of nhinUt, or conirihution* over and above the 
regular rent, prevails In most Kamlndfirls. Tholr levy, when 
the umlnd&r has nnusnal ex|v**DS<‘ii to meet, ff/., n marriage, 
is a mailer of old custom, and so long ns the demand is kept 
within cu>touiary limits, no serious <^»Jections aro made : 
the cnlllvators would ratli^r pay a casual demnini of this kind 
than consent to an enhancement of rent or run the risk of 
Incurriivg the xamTndSr’a onmljv. Hls.iiower to levv such cesses 
Is, In fact, Ilinitetl by custom snJ the capacity of tlio tenant 
to pay : ho could not enforce payment against organised opposi- 
tion and it fs not worth his while to etir up ii combination by 
nnduly ororbllant demands. Peaceable ooough In ordinary 
times, the Pabna peasants are excitable and ready to resort to 
violence if tlioro in a mass movement. Moreover, a landlord 
can generally manage to induce the more influential tenants 
to pay a moderate iemand ; they have tho largest holding's, 
occupy, it may bo, tho most land In excess of what they pay 
rent for, and have most to loao from a quarrel with tho ftfnd- 
lord. If they can bo Induced not to demur, others wtlivnot 
stand out. 
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The following is a statement of the Government khasmahals 
in the district : the letter D shows those which are didra estates , 
and the letter J those which are jklkar : 


I’olico- 
fitation in 
wliicli 
nituatud. 

Name. 

Taiizi 

No, 

Area in 
acres. 

Annual 
demand of 
rent. 






Rs. A. P. 

JIatliura 

(dera). 

Aliikdia alias Clinr 
Baianabi 

D 

101 

815 

1,225 0 0 

Siijanngar 

Island Char Klmiipiir 

D 

2140 

10-90 

1,176 11 0 


Island Char Mukharji 

D 

2141 

742 

1,149 9 0 


Jadubajra 

D 

2151 

7 

7 14 7 

Pabna ... 

Bliarsa ... 

I) 

117 

404 

230 14 0 


Char Niyainatnllapnr 

D 

172G 

45 

139 0 6 


Char Balarampnr ... 

D 

1002 

1,985 

1,718 5 11 

Sara ... 

Island (Jhar Dudapur 

D 

1780 

272 

72 10 3 


Semul Chora ... 

1 

u 

1838 

523 

662 14 0 

1 

1 

Kururia Digar 

D 

2152 

2,580 

2,260 5 0.^ 

Sirajganj ... 

Barasimul 

D 

1755 

804 

1,069 8 6 


Taluk Baneswar Das 

D 

1837 

58 

41 1 9 


Island Char BelP ... 

D 

1908 

1,425 

1,393 , 6 3 


Taliik Padina Loc- 
liau Gliose 

D 

1140 

562 

423 11 9, 


Chatls Karlin Khan 

D 

1671 

Not known 

1 1 0 


Talul; Manlll Rani 
Gobiiida Ram Sarraa 

D 

1790 

615 

618 2 0 


Taluk RSni PraeSd , 
Neogi 

'd 

1793 

' 179 

47 1 10 


Char Belua 

D 

1794 

.. 67 

41 0 6 


Taluk Yarmaraud ... 

D 

1796 

507 

276 10 6 


• Numed after Sir Nicholas Beatsoa-Bell, formerly Subdivislonal Officer of Siriijganj. 

c 
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Police* 
Button in 
which 
Bitnftted. 

Name. • 

Tauzi 

No. 

Area in 
acres.* 

Annual 
demand o£ 
rent. . 


Talnk Lai Mamiid ... D 

1207 

333 

Re. A. r. 

329 15 0 

eoneld. 

Taluk Fajail ... D 

1830 

40 

20 11 0 


Taluk Dcrop ... D 

1810 

40 

23 7 6 


Taluk Bcuode RSm 
Dulta ... D 

2111 

123 

01 10 6 


Char Girish Momin 0 

2203 

1,037 

904 7 0 

SItShsS/ipiir 

Earki ... O 

1782 

440 

341 3 3 


Sakp&l ... D 

1893 

351 

824 6 0 

iUtliura 
(Bera) ... 

HeotsTBE No. 32 (11). 

Durgapur ... 0 

1720 

40 

67 8 0 

8&inlhia ... 

Jalkar Aobuda ... 3 

1778 


150 0 0 


Jalkar Eranda Dahuti J 

1765 


30 0 0 

Sujduflgar 

Char Srlknulioapur D 

2200 

1,003 

1,042 0 0 

Cbatniohar 

Jalkar PorBgUti ... J 

1769 


61 6 0 


Jalkar Faziljana ... J 

1770 


86 8 0 


JalKarKachua ... J 

J772 

• 

82 6 0 


Jalkar Gadal ... J 

117G 


-.19 B 0 


1 Jalkar Demra ... J 

1 1767 


360 0 0 

Sh&1iz3dpur 

Jalkar N&Rdutira ... J 

176G 


300 0 0 

* 

Jalkar PatUailliSt ... J 

1774 


150 0 0 

Ult^paia ... 

Jalkar Saiderbsd ... J 

1778 

... 

16 0 0 

Sir&jgaD] ... 

Chandam Ciiaidya 
Khada . .~ D 

1795 

no 

105 0 0 


Taluk Jugdiiar 

Gandh&dhar ... D 

1801 

97 

28 0 *0 


Taluk Gour Erjahna 
Jihan ... D 

555 

459 

3)3 ^ 0 


Island Char Jamuni- 
bili ... D 

2097 

724 

150 0 0 
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Polica- 
Btation in 
wliich 
• situated. 

Name. 

r 

Tauzi ‘ 
*• No. 

Area in 

1 acres. 

1 

i 

Annual . 
demand of 
rent. 


Eegister No. 33 (II). 

1 


Rs. A. P. 

Sara 

Namjad Bahir Char D 

1725 

7,574. 

7,991 9-0 


Dial a Taluk Gopi 
Sundari Dass 3 'a ... D 

2212 

122 

158 1 0 


Diara Taluk Rai 
Kamalini and others D 

2213 

31 

77 10 0 


Diara Taluk Dhiren- 
dra Nath Ray ... D 

‘2216 

47 

115 3 0 


Register No. 32 (II). 





Diara Taluk Bhaben- 
dra Chandra Ra,v 
and others ... D 

2217 

31 

63 13 0 


Diara Taluk Ganesh 
Janani Debi and 
others ... D 

2218 

20 

63 6 0 


Diara Taluk Naresh 
Narayan Ray and 
others ... D 

2224 

16 

18 15 0 


Diara Taluk Heinanta 
Kumar Ray and 
others ... D 

2226 

38 

56 3 0 

1 

1 

Diara TalifK Raja 
Pramada Bhusan 

Deb ... D 

2227 

28 

34 10 0 


Char Dadapur ... D 

1733 

1,295 

478 7 4 


Char Paburia ... D 

1727 

34 

44 11 6 

Sujanagav 

Diara Taluk Gopi 
Sundari Dassya ... D 

2159 

131 

336 0 0 


Diara Taluk Husain 
Chaudhuri ... D 

2163 

21 

64 12 0 


Diara Taluk Jnanada * 
Govinda Chaudhuri D 

2164 

. 

7 

20 0 0 


Diara TSluk Srish 
Govinda Chaudhuri- D 

2165 

1 

17 

46 8 0 
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roller 
ttiltCKi in 
«h>ch 

• 

S*>n*. • 

Taosi 

So. 

Arra in 
BfteH 

lirtiiand of 
ronl 






II*. 

a. r. 








... 

C1i«r i'rneli»Va1t ... 

I» 

i:oJ ; 

1,52.1-0 


.1 0 

n\nx ... 

... 


2101 

SK. 

f.33 

6 10 


Motl4it[iir 

t) 

2182 

312 ! 

522 

.1 6 

Srtigtitj 

a>untoUOtml ... 

1> 

I7l? 

231 i 

S«2 

4 3 


lUc<lliarU4ri ... 

1» 

lTv‘1 

101 ’ 

19) 

10 3 


r.t)St4r( Kll<kiptf 

tr 

1115 

1 I.C9I ' 

!{ 935 

i 

7 9 


Hti; Ctiiura ... 

i>j 

1707 

l.«20 

507 

13 8 


8)ltnsrp 

0* 

17W 

1 205 ' 

2(i5 

10 0 


Dcrakharu* ... 

u 

‘ 1719 

I7u ' 

1 123 

1 8 


. O littA Deft Kliaroa 

t) 

' 1719 

203 

213 

7 3 


Ikrta Clur arHl Ua^■li 

u 

I7S< 

417 

227 

6 3 


(latU Ako»!iKfi{ 

u 

2112 

t 

' 922 

921 

8 6 

Si-lltiidpur 

Ml'nt 

u 

j nifi 

4BC 

SG« 

1 3 


h'«r1itir 8»(«1uU 

u 

‘ irio 

■ 218 

91 

5 0 



i» 

1 1722 

200 

158 

1 0 


CVrtr VrtfM^vVrr 

v> 

1 «v» 

Ibi 

5W 

7 0 


Kiimal Ka»al>a 

l> 

1739 

3.I1G 

501 

11 10 


rakfiuria D'(;ir 

I) 

1739 

2,C4I 

3,504 

5 3 


Kattklia Uti^ar 

o 

1740 

4,771 

2,378 

9 4 


Gkntljfia Vi/^ar 

1){ 1839 

C3 

100 

5 11 


Jllrlutia Dl^ar 

1) 

1 1830 

MGO 

5,842 

12 « 


liijalia UiRir 

D 

1835 

OOl 

696 

3 ' 6 









Chaubaria t)i(;ar 

. D 

7159 

m 

101 

9 0 
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Parganas 


Polict- 
Btation in 
which 
situated. 

, Name. 


Tauzi 

No. 

Area in 
acres. 

Annual 
demand of 
rent.. . 

Shahz5dpuf 

Cliar Metuaui 

... D 

2157 

1 

85 

Its. A. P. 

342 5 2 

— cuncld. 

Ditto 

... D 

2158 

121 

235 9 6 


Char Salimabad 

i 

... D 

2201 

160 

595 8 2 


Char NakSlia 

... D 

1 

2202 

273 

^ 145 7 9 


Sliahpur Digar 

... D 

1737 

1,690 

1,526 8 3 


Dhalai 

... D 

1743 

969 

196 5 6 


Attapara (11) 

... D 

2233 

144 

281 3 5 


The parganas of the district are shown in the following 
statement, which gives in the case of parganas lying in more 
than one police-station the principal different poiice-sfations 
in which they are situated and also in the case of those 
parganas the whole or the greater part of which lies within 
the ambit of a single police-station the names of those police- 
stations : — 


Name of pargana. 


r 

1 

Atia 

I 

L 


r 


Baju Chappa 


L 


roHce«gtfttIODS 
^incipally 
iodaded in 
the pargana. 

Name olpargana. 

Police*station in 
which the pargana 
is principally 
situated. 

Chauhali 

Ainir&bad 

Bera. 

Sainthia 

... 

... 

Shalizadpur 

Belgaclii 

Sujanagar. 

Atgharia ... 

Bhar Fatehjang- 
pur. 

Pabna. 

Pabna 


... 

Saintbia .?. 

... • 

... 

Sujanagar ..., 

Datia Jahanglr- 
pur. 

Baiganj. 
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*»a4 l« 


NW«i>1k«U 

1 

niJflfU M*U*| 


... 


h»jf>or. 1 

Mr* 

0»il>ti* ... 

inU{<ira> 

[ 


(lia;;tttKi{^r .m 


|U)-)rL* 

i 

... 

1 

1 

Fir* 

1 Iltnhtl 

C1>ilinjl<*r. 

r 

j KliJfor 

lvlot*T<*eir ... 

.Mf* 



... 

tb<r» 

{ 


Kl *tt* ... 

I’i!.*..* 

f 

1 

1 Ktra't* ... 

|Mf«, 

t^Ulsrh ...4 


>t.*OiVtt|«r ... 

ij. 

1 

jTirlt 

1 lxkuiil>|-*]r ... 

If. 


j tVr. 


FnjVp*xtT, 


,n(«* 

Kitir jRkli|>df ... 

l<f. 



K*tl Jpuf. 

'FlieO.i* ... 

Mtir)*ur ... 


IKajUkSir .M 

Sij^Ajetl* ... 

fir*. 

[ 


I'ulIj'Uju ... 


I»Utop«r ...^ 

’ Mr* ••» 



( 

.^Fujinaittr ... 

folarU ... 

Sifljijtoj. 

Klf^iri ... 1 

KU/fviir ... 




ftclaofHtr ... 

r^tn*. 

• - ( 

’j ... 

HU?i ... 

Birb 

1 


Sit'irai ... 

T4fl«. 

Kltlnn*1iil m.k 





T4.ii 

... 

U«T*. 

1 

1 UlrJfira ... 

Tlrieuiita ... 

Mr*. 


f ItllRinJ 

Ukli* Utnarpur 

Ullipir*. , 


1 

1 TlfH 

**• 
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' Police-stations 

Name of ;arff«na. fnSdln 

the pargana. 




Muhaiiiinadshalii 

Sujanagar 

**a 

f 

1 

B^ra 

• 

1 

Sindtiri 

1 

Rainthia 


1 

L 

Sujanagar 

• •• 

f 

1 

Atgharia 

• • • 

Sonabaju 

1 

Cliatinohar , 


1 

L 

Farldpur 


f 

Bera 


Surtan PratSp -J 

Saiiitbiu 

• •• 

Yua ufnagarj 

Pabna 

... 

Tappa. 1 

Suinttiia 


r 

Belkuclii 



Cliauliali 

* • • 

Yusufslialii 

Kaniarkhanda 

» 

• • • 


I 

Slializadpur 

• •• 

L 

! 

Ullapara 

• at 


Police-station in 
which the pargana 


13 principally 
situated. 






GKKEUAL ADMISIRTKATION. 


yi 


CHAPTER X. 

GESEIIAL ADHISISTBATiOS'. 

TukRE arotwo eabilivisiom^ vlt., Sadar and Sir5ji,Mnj. The sen- 
B.iDct{ono<l imgistoriul malt under the District MnKistMte at A'/o*mrr. 
PJboR cousi^ls n( three omcon with Aral cUsi ma^'lnturinl powers 
and one oAicer wuh eecood or third clast powers, in addition 
to the Superlntcudont o( Excise and Balt. The Snbdivisional 
OUlcer at SlrSj?jnJ la n 5 «iaiod by a Depnty Magistrate with first 
cltss powers, and another Deputy Magistrate is stationed at 
SlilhxSdpnr. The latter generally tries cases from the Mathura 
ihSna except those from tlje southern portion, which are generally 
heard at PSbna for tlio conveolencft of the parties, for whom the 
Ganges steamer service provides easy communication. 

A 8 nl)divislonal Ofllcer of the Pnidic Works Department, 
who has his headquarters at P&bna, Is in charge of the Govern' 
ment buildings in lliu district as well as of the protective 
works designed to proveni river crodon : the district for tljo 
purpose of public works administration is under tho Superin* 

(ending Engineer, Korthepii Circle. Tlierw arc also two 
Inspectors of Co-operative Societies for the supervision und 
j, control of tho co-operative movement In tho district. 

The criminal work of the Sadar snbdlvCsion is fairly heavy, 
and tho work in connection with Government estates nnd tho 
tanzi, cerlilicatoand J.and r-gistration departments is iHsivlor than 
in other districts of tlio division. Tho SirSJgaDj subdivision is an 
onerous charge ; the criminal work I** he.vvler tbim in any 
Sadar Bublivfsion in the dfvlsion except Ifogra 5 income-tax 
work is important, and there aru scvornl Government eaiatea in 
which disputes about alluvion and dllnvion cause a considorablo 
{^moant of work. Tho bulk of tho criminal cases coino from 
SlrSjganj and ShulitSdpur. Tho Kvllcnt statistics for tho two 
Biibdlvjflions In 1910*20 ore glron In tho followingstatomont ; — 


8 'iMiTi»ion. 

Area in 
■q. mile*. 

PopidationJ 
192:. ] 

t I 

Uriiiiliml 
caat‘1 dis* . 
posed of. i 

Ca-<ea com- 
mitted to 
aetslona. 

rihna (Sadar) j 

78? 

557,000 

t,518 1 

18 

SirSjganj'' ... 1 

889 

1 833,000 

2,317 1 

^27 


fi 2 
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i 

BnlKiivinioji, 

1 

LVriificiitcjt 

isailcd. 

1 Orivr.rw^’t'.ST r-rrArr.'! 

1 ur.w wr.ftcT. 

LfltCffl 
ipMi'id nnd 
received. 

r 

Nf>. 

Ik-IIiSM'l. 


f 1 

i 

i 

t 

i 

h«. 1 


I’abiia 

i 2.0Jt> 

1 f 

4,fi75 1 

20,398 

Hif&jpjnnj 

3S7 i 

i j 

G,B0G I 

1 

8,831 

For Home time past it has been thought 

that the* 

Sirajganj 


ip too licavj* n cliiirge : n pnrlinl pfirtition of ft haa 
in fact been olTcctcd by poPtintr a full-poworiul Deputy Magis- 
trate to SlintizridjMir, in addition to the one working at Siriijganj 
itself. In U'12 a pcheme was drawn np for the constitution 
of a new subdivision in llie Poiitb-caPtern portion of the 
district, Including parts of the presetit Sir.ajganj and Sadar 
subdivisions with l>o:idquart(.‘r.s at Bora. I’lio Di.strict Adininis* 
trutioti Committee (1914) recommended the adoption of this 
scheme', under which tho proposed (Bera) Huhdivistoa would 
have included Hhuiir.adpnr and Chanhull po]ico-.stations from 
Sirujgauj, and Mathura, Suinthia and east Sujanagar police- 
stations from Sadar. 


Subsequenily 

Ttcvcniir Ib.lna. 


conditions wore materiallv altered bv tho 


rolico-'ilation. 


SAiun seiiDivisio?' 


r*biia 


f rsbnj, 
-Mplisrln. 
{ i S5r.-i. 


Oulai 


-tl 


Sdintlih. 
licra. 


SlIlAJOANJ itl’BDIvifiloK. 


Sitfijfranj. 

Kittipur. 


opening of the railway from 
Ishurdi in the south-western 
corner of the district to Siraj- 
ganj in the north-east. It was 
considered desirable that the 
hcadfinartors of a new' sub- 
division should bo situated on 
the railway, so as to take full 
advantage of this important 
means of commnuication. A 
new scheme was accordingly* 
prepared for the creation of a 
subdivision in the w’estern part 
of the district, comprising 
tho Chalmohar police-station 
with tixe Farldpur outpost (in 
the Sadar subdivision) and 
the Ullapara police-station with 
the Kalnarklianda outjjost and the Rjiiganj police-station Avith 
the Taras outpost (Sirajganj subdivision). Tlie scheme, while 


SirSjganj ... 1 1 
Sirftjg.iuj, Ulldpftra 
and SbfihrBdjnir. 

Sbflbtfldpiir 


Belkucbi. 

/ Sbfthrftdjnir 
i CbnubBIi. 


I’norosEi) kciidivibiok. 
Ghiltmobar 
II*IIftpBra 
HBf^'anj 


OhiUmoliar. 

Karldpnr. 

UllApBra. 

KftmKrkhanda. 

Raignnj. 

TfirBs. 
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ftffonUng relief to the SlrSjpanj aiul Ssilnr BnbdlvlBions and 
taking full adrantajo of tho new means of communication 
opened np hy tho SJra-SlrSJganj Hallway, wcijld Imvo left tho 
whole of the f?tar area on the Jamuna nndor tho administration 
of tho SabdWislonal OlHeer of SIrSJganj, nnd tho itagiatratu'a 
Court at ShSht&dpnr wonld not haro licon nlTeclt'il. Tho 
constitution of tho three aubdlvlslons, aa it would havo been 
under this scheme, fa ahown fn (ho (nargiiial otaCement. 

The scheme was publiahcd for crltfclam in 11*18, and the 
opinions of tho public were Inrlted by Government, which was 
Inclined to favour nhSngurla as the licadquartcra of the new 
aubdivlaion. It was stated :-~*‘niI5pSra, which la nn important 
trade centre, was at first euggesteii na auUablu, but further 
InTcsUgallon lias shown that the land iit the neighbourhood is 
lowdying and would hare to tie raised at considerable expenso 
in order to make it suitable for tho alto of a civil station. These 
obj^etfons do not apply (o Htulngurla, which is aNn a station on 
the railway, some 15 miles west of Ull&piira. Hero high a"nU 
comparatively cheap land is available, ond It would bo possiblo 
to take up sutllcienl land for a civil station and yet leave 
rooQt for (raJo expansion. It is reported that since the opening 
of the railway the Importance of nhSnguria as a cviarn of tho 
jute trade has lncrcasc<I considerably and is likely to lncre.a8o 
stilt further. Moreover, Hhunguria is more central limit 
UllSplra in regard to tho greater i»ortion of the proposed now 
subdivision.'* 

In view of tho conflict of opinion and of financial strin- 
gency, whlclT has made it impossible to provide tho necessary 
funds, a decision of tlio quention has bec't deferred. 

A District anti S>'svlou8 Judge, who is also District nnd adhisis- 
Sessions Judge for liogra, has his heaihinarters at I'jShna : at JuiiirtT 
present ho is assisted by an Additional District and Sessions 
JuUgo. 'Hie ButiordVnate stotrtor tfio administration of civil 
Justice consists of two Sttbordinaio Judges who hold their courts 
at Pabna, three Jfunsifs ot PJbnn a«d three Munsifs (one 
additional) at SirSjgauJ. In addition to tho atipondiary 
magletrstcs, there arc four independent lienclies of hononiry 
magistrates, at PShoa with seren momiiers, at Sirljganj with 
tljreo momhers. at SliuhzaUpur with four members and at 
trU5p5ra with four members. * Thero are also two honopiry 
magistrates at S5ra, who are anthoruod to sit together as a 
bench with tho powers of a magistrate of the third cla^s 

For the purposes of police admltiistratiou the district is , 

divided between tbepoUce-stallona (investigating centres) shown 
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below with the thaaas (revenue units) within which they are 


included : — 


C' 


C 

Sadar subdivision. 

<- 

SlRAJQAN,t SUBDIVISION. 

police-station. 


1 Police-station. 

I / ■ ■ 

j Tliana. 


Atgliaria 

...1 


Chauhali 

Shahzadpur. 

Pabna 

... > 

Pabna. 

Shahzadpur ... ^ 



Sara 

...J 




UiJapara. 

Chatmohar 

Paridpnr 

Sainthia 

...1 

Chatmohar. 

Dulai. 

Ullapara 

Kfizipur 

Sirajganj ... 


Sirajganj. 

Sujanagar 

... 1 

Raiganj 

Taras 


Taras. 





( Shahzadpur. 

Bera 

• • • 

Mathura. 

Belkuchi 

j Sirajganj. 
(Ullapara. 


The sanctioned strength of the district police force in 1920 
was 605, viz., the Saperintendent, 1 Assistant Superintendent, 
1 Deputy Superintendent, 5 Inspectors, 53 Sub-Inspectors, 61 
head-constables and 483 constables, representing one policeman 
to every 3 square miles and to every. 2,305 persons. The 
village police or chaukidars numbered 2,319 with 209 daf adars 
viz., 1,088 chaukidars and 101 dafadars in the Pabna sub- 
division, and 1,231 chaukidars and 108 dafadars in the 
Sirajganj subdivision. On the average (including dafadars) 
there was one chaukidar to every three-fourths of a square-mije 
and to every 549 persons ; the cost of this force was Rs. 1,82,000^ 
viz., Rs. 85,600 in the Pabna and Rs. 96,100 in the Sirajganj 
subdivisions. 

A feature of the crime of Pabna is the number of riots 
arising from disputes in connection with the possession, of 
the valuable lands which are constantly being formed by the 
changes of the courses of the great rivers. Dacoities by 
rive'r as well as land are also regrettably frequent ; one 
local gang, of whom four were convicted of dacoity in 1920, 
while 32 others were bound down under section 110, Criminal 
Procedure Code, is known to have been responsible for 17 
dacoities, both by land and water, in Pabna, Rajshahi and 
Mynaensingh. ^ 

There is a district jail at Pabna with accommodation for 235 
prisoners. This total includes barracks for 144 males and 7 
female convicts, 28 under-trial prisoners and 4 civil prisoners, 
W'hile Hhe^-e are observation cells for 5 prisoners and hospital 
accommodation for 21. The average daily number of prisoners 
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yr, 

In 192''* wi* ll.** an'l 2 fcmalr^.- Tli'rr* la al«^ a awl" ^ 

»iahry Jail al SiiSJiflnJ with afcommo'latlon for .’ll ;Maonpra. 

Tb'' j'Tlorlpa! Jail In-la^triM ar** «ll*|’rp*«iHi:,» l*Hek*m*klnK, 

rurti'jwinti'lintf and Ih* woittnj: «»f cafj»<»ta atnl cloth. 

Th«’«*ifU<'rcTcna««inth<» joar l313*Wa;jrrr{ral*»^il llJ. 2.22.<XKJ, 
rr}»rfk'*nllt>j: an of 2 anii»« jtlo* |vr hoa*! of thr 

pfipalaiJotL Of thl* anm n*. SA.OOO wrrr *1<‘flTeHl from connlry 
*pirU»an*l !l*, from b^tnj* ‘Uatf*. mainly Th<* 

aTrrif^j ofn»timi>tlon In Ih-jrar waahaU a {rsUon of cmuilry 
»{'!rlt aD'l otio**l*th of a *crr of l.rtnjt (Imjri for ctrry hunilrwl 
j»rr»oij». Thtr*- Wf^ra ali»>j*«‘th«*f 20 #lio|>« for ih** of country 
frjirc»*niln 2 ono for ct^ry 1*2 a|oar<> mil«-n ami for crcry 
^•'r►or.*t aihllo th»'fo wa« on th«* av.'ta;;** «n«* »hop for 
Ih* tal** of.hrtnp drn}.** to otcry S a^oarr mile* In urban area* 
an-! 10 ftfry if ►itjarc niU»'a In feral area*. 

In K'r.‘ altofcvihrr H*. *<•.-•‘12 »ctocotloei«*.l a« Incoino-la* from 
Incla Utt^ ii!i> firm* (tho tari,‘t*<{ numlo-r In 
any hot thrr«j ilUtrleJ* In ll-nsfal). 6 compatilr* atrl i07 
Jnilhl'lnala. 

Tb^ro arc titno rr^lftratlon oftlr«‘» In th" «ll«lrlrt »Ui>atc*l at 
the followlnc 1 ‘lacc* j— . 

K.>l»r ait.LrUl.^ B-iljswj 

•. ... ...... . Ohintrara. 

I'lbi.j. Hlr3)i:>i>j. 

XtijSnaf^ar. Kthal (joint with Bbfihf3<l* 

|.ur) 

UlUpSra. 

Thyre arc aliw 15 
Mnhainina'Inn Itoglatrara 
and KSxIawilh jurlikliction 
*v). over the |>o)ici*.«tation* 
ahown In the ntaricln. 

PShna forma with Ilojir.* a conatltucncy for the l■ll“ction of a Ettcrifm* 
1ion*Muhamina<Un incmlicr to Iho I.p};ia1atlTo Council. Thcro Ira”*, 
aro J3..'''0.1 tolcraoniho olpctoral roll j -I.SIM or 321 per cent. coVsni, 
of thcaoaiitM at tito rlaeflon of 1920. Fonr candldalen wrro 
nominated, and HIr A«hn(o4|i Chaudhnrl wan elected hy a 
majority of 2,K1I. The dUtrIctiaa teparale constituency for 
the election of a M«Ujaminad.in niemher: for this luirpo^o IhiTro 
are 13.SII Totera on the electoral roil. In 1920 KfiSn IlahfiJur 
WafllmmMln Ahmad was elected hy a m.ijorUy of 1,5C9 »jfer 
the only other candidate. Alto^ethor 1,703 electors reeoi;dod 
their Tctea or I2‘3 per cent, of the elcclorato. * 


t"lUtipal 

t*riU-%t iv'tsrlL 

ICawi.ttfsi* 

KU (tr noHl 

Ktlfcsr* esjl-kftr 



rAi5N*A. 


tiriTcSf r 
V vif.i- 


pn 


niAvrr.n xl 


t,n ‘A(, Hr,!,5'-t';>;>VKl;N-.Mf:KT. 

Thk ini-'.rin Hoat-! t*.* -*? i-< r*f v.hritn 

h'.ih’ u'l-r.' J<v Uh 

A*! f-j'-oj/V'io < In 1 h-'.v*' v't-r, if v.:!-? iltr'.’Ct''’* 
Sh-t l5i*' «*f tin: !‘n;iril ."‘hf-nl'l !>'• i!irri“3.'>‘,5 jn 24 

oi v.‘!n>m »'nly 'Ihlr*! nr** tA* I*- rspp.'jfst*.* ! by 
(lAvcrnnn'nt ; v.-a vi th- ii!* ni5 ar*- (>■> bt- **!(*ct*^«l by tbi' 
la'ii-il Knir'l ami nia- b*y ti)>- f'jovfrnn^!>iit 
Iiwai Hoani. (tt j!i*' .-anv' yt-.ir ih** Diftfrict J?f>an.l avai» 
^•;v.*n ihf' prsvib-n- nf ••b crlnc a initi'Oirit'ia! t’hairnian ; the 
iir.-t C'hairniua. rii Ava>« Khan Haliafiiir Washiuifl'lin 

Ahmft'i, M.ii.C. 'I'h*; jnciun- nf tin- Bnaru ini? bt^'n risiui: 
}itvndi'iy, inoriMriii'A frtnn K.-^. lA'I-btb} ) t:i iPobi.oj t(» }><, 

115 IPlt’-lJ. Siiua‘ th-n it has bnon sUH farther increased 
owinu t«> tlu* CJuN'crnmcnt inahin*; ow-r to tin* Baard the 
receipts from the puidic worJts Cess. :tn<i in 1 22i't-21 it acere- 
uat*’*! Rs. 2.80, .SStl excisidintt tin* openiiijr balance. 

The I)i'*iric! Board maintains tliree dispensaries and gives 
gr.ants-in-ai>} to ten dispen-aries, as shown in tin' margin. It 

also .‘••nhsidir.os doctor? at Atgharia, • 
Chh.atah, Gandhail, Kansona, 
Mirkutia and Sohaknra. For the 
fnrther.anc*? of ednc.ation the 
Board maintains one middle 
school and 23 primary schools, be- 
sides the Eiliott-Banamuli School, 
and it gives aid to 25 middle 
schools, CS tipper primary schools 
and 1,071 lower primary schools in 
addition to 17 other schools. The 


1 . CKsiV. DtirxnUhsr. 

S. KSi>i'"-r- 

S. StUl. 

DitffKSIritt aiiti. 

1. lii'ra. 

2. llh itriie.A. 

3 . 

1 4. IJiltnA Ssilar. 

3. liaip;ir!;. 

0 Kh5’'.s3-i!*!ir, 

7. SiTajKstjj Victoria. 

S. SWiS. 

9. T*i;ib-\n(3. 

K*. Taras. * 


h 


!X)CAn Hnt.tVIorKn^*«l:^T. 

foUovrlr.{t U* lUl r.f i\\n MUlJli* fttil tvimary whooUtniln- 
by the Toanl * 


Utiilt IVrtii/Tifjr «t»eh 
I. r 4 %jj-^r. 


VnmAfj •■le*'**. 

s. 

5. 

(. UkUhti-U 
J. UV.Mj«r. 

e. 

?. UkUisn-^T. 

P |U'«J«f.krk 4 

9. 

10 . 

n. s« 5 Uii 

tS. KS ffui. 

IS CtMIlrlfof. 

1 (. 

Jl. CUttkiliiit-if. 

|£. ffimilfpflf. 

17. 04*rJ|^f. 

1«. Cl.w*‘4|.f*sr 
19 . TtlWU/L 

’gri, Oe««tin'.ilrt»pur. 

91. 

Si. FoUttkpei 
SS. ItlclMilk. 

51. MieinilKtpr. 

85. Chlrr-lf7>or. 

Se. IttrUUlikn. 

27. 

2 «. lUhiptffl. 

89. r»ili’Ir». 

59. b'kg'JwBf*. 

91. nrJt’.kWU*. 

52. 

5 3 . IKKlIIkkbl. 

31. iUilkhlti. . 

35. Il^irtmSri. 

SC. {.tVilimllHir. 

37, I«jf4ily»tiJ'Ur. 

Sfl. AmTtipuf. 

39. Dultl, 


40. Jert*ilaHi 

41 . Al>»«l}« 3 r. 

4 S. !t«ra!. 

4i Ul*lfUt,4:p,5r. 

44. n*lp«r, 

45 nej4!p«»r, 

4C 

47 . ftk^kt^rtk. 

4^ iVfk^l.on*. 

49. atMUnuIl 
rtoel.kikrnUk. 

Si. SSlltpr 

&3 I***} liim£«r»lk‘.k, 

S3. K-kWMilhlt. 

SI 

SS. ff»lrk 
S 4 a^uiUult^1 
It ntfk'Arik 
S* llklckp) 

S9 m.t.i 

K/jtj.s*;;*- 
Cl. lUfkM 
C2 Nkk<!kUIpor, 

C3 IMckikht. 

C| tifl kiik. 
r.5 J.n.IiI* 

M |Vj|;kIp 

uifof. 

CS. T<aU»I 
C9. KU« IH IU 
70. Kliii CMtklmrliiiitl, 
7l Ki4•IKIIkYB^ 

78. l>4«*nlttllii. 

73 . IJai-l.L 

74 lUlkrliupur. 

7 S. Cli«r>»tii 4 «[>ur 

74. 

77 . Itkl.ltnpor. 

7rl. UJliinlft. 

79. Drft1itnKn);«r>n. 
fO. Jofrfiluniitif. 

8t. iUkiilpiir. 

82. K*1‘iplr*. 

83. Sirtippur tIoSlIa. ' 
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Nof* Nivmcj of soliooli. 

Lower Primary sehoolt — cnncld. 

84, Uaslibuna. 

85. Chnrkawnk, 

8G, Cliftlitadunga, 

87. Simnildair. 

Under eonsiruclion. 

88. Char Kazipiir. 

89. Char Pigritekani. 


Ko Nfimes of achoola. 
l^dnchdyali Union eehcols for boys. 

90. Kadaintali. 

91. Sibpiir 

92. Suigrain. 

93. Sultanpur. 


rdnclidyali Union school for girls. 

4 

94. Sonataln. 


There are altogether 170 pounds under the District Board, 
which in 1920-21 brought in an income o£ Rs. 10,715. The 
mileage of the roads maintained by it is 34 miles of metalled 
roads and 691 miles of non-metalled roads, besides 253 miles of 
^’illage roads. The engineering staff consists of the District 
Engineer, two overseers at Pabna, an overseer at Siriijganj, a 
sub-overseer at Chatmohar and a sub-overseer at Ullapara : 
there is also a sub-overseer under che Sirajganj Local Board. 

The following statement gives details of the ferries under 
the District Board : — 


Serial No. 

Name of ferry. 

Nome of river, Btream, etc. 

Annual 
- rent pay- 
able by 
lessee 
(1921-22); 



Pabna subdivision. 

its. 

1 

Ariadingi 

Ariadingi Jola on the 3rd mile 
of the Ataikula Tantiband, 
road. 

G 

2 

A.tnikult\ ••• 

IchhSmati 

50 

1 

3 

Bajitpur, 

Badma ••• 

700 

4 

■ Banaherahuda 

Banshcrbadk Jola on the 9th mife 
of old Sara track. 

5 

5 

Barnai 

Barnai Jola on the 2nd mile of 
Sujanagnr cross road. 

4 

G 

Old Eera 

Iclihainati ... ■ ... 

142 

7 

•Bhawanipur 

Batnai t ... ' 

10 . 

8 

; Bhangurla 

Baral 

600 

9 

, Boyslia (Gosaidaha) 

1 c 

t: 

1 Gumani 

1,202 
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Nawe of ferry. 


N&a« Df river, atream, etc. 


Aiiiiuat 
tint pay- 
able by 
lesieo 


{l921-2>). 


n 

Bazar. 1 

ChSodiDlri ... 

'^K^Eirptir Oola on t'be^nh oifiei/i. 

1- 

the old Sara track 


12 

Chaodvra 

Chaodtva Jola on (he last mila 

4 

of old Sir&jgany road. 


13 

CliSodipur r 

Barnai Jota ... ... 

1 

14 

Char Bftdhakantapur 

Padcna ... ... 

470 

15 

USauria ... 

Dituria KhtI on the 4tti tulle of 

C 

the road ftoin Dlaiiria to 
hitimpitr. 




16 

Faklrpuf 

IcUhScoati ... ... 

101 

17 

Iiiill'or 

Cbibnai ... ... 

ICO 

18 

Jotg&zi ... 

Ulturia Kill! CD the lit mile of 

2 

the Silitipur Iricic. 


« 

KlwclAiU 

Padnta ... ... 

W1 

20 

Mulgrirn 

Chiknai ... ... 

25 

21 

Kiachiotapur ••• 

NUcbintapur Jola on the 7th 
mile of the SAtb&ria rood 

22 

22 

Poradinga ... 

Poradduga Jola od the ]4tl) mite 

143 

of the road from Tdntiband to 
Chioairhara. ^ 




23 

Selendali ... 

Selendali Jola on the 23rd mile 

» 

of the old Scr&jgtoj road. 




IpJihAtnatl ckver. asiLSitinlSun Jola. 


on the 22Dd mile of the new 
SirS]|-snj road. 




25 

SujSnagar 

Barna} Joh on the 3rt} m/fe of 

US 

tie Khalifllipur^tbina road. 



- 

SialiaaKt sonoinsioK 


1 

Alukdia ... 

leliliBiaati 

) 

Do. 

] 2t 

2 

Tengrail 

) > 


• jrot frttkd for woat Of Boeder, 
f SattMd Ib Om tot. 
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Serial A'o. 

« 

Nnino of ferry. 


4 

Kntne oft river, ntrcnin, etc. 

Annual 

rent 

payable by 
leKRCe 

(1921 '22), 

3 

j 

Athrirndnhn 

... 

AiliSrndalm KIiul on the 9tli mile 
of the ICnijiiri road. 


•* 

Clintihnli ^n:^nf 

... 

Stlml Klifil on tlie jniictiori of the 
Belknehi-Nnkulia track. 

> 10° 

5 

Sftidpnr 

«<• 

AthUmdnlia Khrd on llic BGtii 
mile of the new Sirfijganj road. 


G 

StImI Kliul 

... 

Stlml Kliul on tlic lltli mile of 
Knizuri road. 


7 

Bnrnl 

... 

Phuljhnr 

' 77 

H 

IlntiMliin 

... 

Jainnna 

C 

0 

Bnhnki 

— 

Ichliumati ... ... 

275 

10 

Buliiuli 

• • * 

Betnuli Kiilliili on tlie Gth mile 
of old Bogra mad. 

40 

11 

Bclkticlii 

• •• 

Kniiai on old Jainnnn 

310 

12 

Braliinaguclia 

• « « 

Icliliriinnti ... ... 

50 

13 

BJiiiingttfiti 

... 

Pl/idjlmr or Knrntoyn 

095 

14 

Bnoiturn 

... 

Dlninbundi ... 

52^ 

16 

Bcrnkliolft-Bera 

... 

Hurusugar ... 

1,625 

16 

BarniiiHsiiia 

... 

Burainiisliin Jola on tlio Bagbuti - 1 
Brnlunatiguclm track j 

... 

17 

Cliandrnkonn 

• •• 

Chandrakona Nullah on the 19th 
milo of the new Bogra road. 

115 

18 

Chandaikonn 

... 

Knrntoyn ... 

730 

19 

Cliilkipilra Kumrul 

... 

Kumrul Khal on the 12th mile 
of the now Bogra road. 

1 25" 

20 

Ktinirul 

• •• 

Kumrrtl Khrd ... ... 

J 

21 

Clinrkawnk 

• •• 

Clmrkawak Khul on the lat mile 
of the Ulluparn-Belkuchijoad. 

25' 

22 

Demrn ... 


I^QrA] ••• ••• ••• 

3 

23 

Dliangora 

... 

Jhuljhnr or Karatoya 

.2,325 

24 " 

[.Erandalia 


IDitto ••• ••• 

1,200 

26 

Qliurka 

... 

Ditto ‘ 

, 400 ' 


* Settled in ono lot. 
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palities. 


There is a Local Board for each subdivision. Hitherto the 
Sadar Local Board and Sirajganj Local , Board have consisted 
of 12 members each, but the numbor was raised in 1921 to 18. 
The Sadar Local Board, as already mentioned, elects seven 
members of the District Board and nine are elected by the Siraj- 
ganj Local Board. 

The Village Self-Government Act has been extended to the 
district, but no Union Boards have yet (1921) been constituted. 
There are, however, -fonr Union Committees under the Local . 
Self-Government Act, viz., Bera, Chatmohar, Shahzadpur 
and Ullapara. 

There are only two municipalities in the district, viz.. Pabna 
and Sirajganj. 


psbna. Pabna was first constituted a municipality in 1876 and its 

affairs are administered by a Board of 18 Commissioners, of 
whom 12 are elected. The area within municipal limits is 
5 square miles and is divided into four wards. The number of 
rate-payers in 1920-21 was 3,911 or 20 per cent, of the popula- 
tion. The /-municipal income is derived mainly from a tax 
on persons at the rate of 15 annas per R?. 100 on the monthly 
income of rate-payers. Government and other public buildings 
are assessed at per cent, of their annual value. Latrine fees 
are also levied at Rs. 7-13 per cent, or 1 anna 3 pies per rupee 
on the annual value of holdings. The total income in 1920-21 c 
(excluding the opening balance) was Rs. 32,976 and the average 
incidence of taxation was only Re. 1-7-6 per head of the 
‘ population, which is a comparatively low figure. The mileage 

of the roads in the municipal area is about 32 miles, of which 
only 6 miles are- metalled. , 


Sirfijganj. The Sirajganj municipality was first established in 1869 and 

is administered by 18 Municipal Conimissioners, of whom two- 
thirds are elected. It is a large municipality extending over 
Hi square miles ; there are four wards, and in 1920-21 there 
were 4,175 rate-payers or 16 per cent, of the total population, 
c The income in the same year was Rs. 28,628 excluding the 

• opening balance, the incidence of taxation being only Re. 0-15-4 
*■ per head of the population. It is not surprising that with 
. such ^ low taxation few large works of improvement have 
• been carried out in the town, and that, though it is an important , 
trade centre with many wealthy merchants, the main bazar 
‘ roads &re ftill unmetalled. The form of taxation in force is the 
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CHAPTER XII. 


EDUCATION. 

A FAIR indication of the extent to which edncation is diffused 
is afforded by the census statistics of literacy. The test of 
literacy is ability both to read and write, with this further 
qualification that a person is only recorded as literate if he can 
write a letter to a friend and read the answer to it ; all persons 
who are unable to do this are entered in the census schedules 
as illiterate. The total number of persons in the district who 
came up to the prescribed standard of literacy in 1921 was 
91,299, viz., 82,359 males representing 11‘7 per cent, of the male 
population and 8, 910 females representing 1 per cent, of the 
female population. The numbers of those literate in English 
were 18,575 males and 497 females : one of every 38 of those 
returned as literate are literate in English. The census figures 
serve to show how much more advanced the Hindus are than 
the Muhammadans, for approximately one of every four Hindu 
males is literate, whereas the proportion among Muhammadans 
is one of every 15. 

In 1920-21 the Viumber of boys at school was 40,863, or 
5*6 per cent, of the male population. This proportion was 
higher than that returned by any other district in the Rajshahi 
division except Bogra, where it was 7'5 per cent. 

The district is included in the charge of the Inspector of 
Schools, Raishahi Division. The district staff consists of two 
Deputy Inspectors of Schools, one for the Sadar subdivision and 
the other for the Sirajganj subdivision, and five Sub-Inspectors 
of Schools, each in charge of a circle. The five circles are 
Sadar, Dulai, Sirajganj, Shahzadpur and Ullapara. The aver- 
age number of primary schools for the inspection of which 
each S ub-Inspector is responsible is 264 — a very high figure, 
reached nowhere else in the Rajshahi Division, which is justly 
clatme^I to be more than a Sub-Inspector can properly manage. 
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Tho following table shows the different classes of ednca- Eojm- 
tional institutions in tho district in 1920-21 and the number of ikstitu- 
students on the rolls o'^i 31at ^^arch 1921 


loBtitutions. 

Total 

Number or stiUdents. 

number. 

Male. 

Female. 

Colleges 


1 

327 

... 

High schools ... 


30 

6,014 

... 

MMJto Englisii schools 


49 

3,707 

J05 

„ vernacular „ 


5 

191 

138 

Upper primary „ 

... 

73 

3,374 

... 

Lower „ 


I^GS 

25.927 

12,067 

Special ., 


31 

1,479 

... 

Total publio 

Private 


1,755 

3 

41,019 

171 

12,310 

Oeako total 


1,758. • 

41,190 

12.310 


There is a second grade college at Piibna, known as the 
Kdward College. It was originally a school founded by Psbna?’ 

* Babu GopSl Chandra LShiri, who in 1898 added classes leach- 
ing up to the entrance or matriculation standard of the Calcutta 
■University. It was at flrst known as the PSbna Institution and 
subsequently as the P5bna College ; it lyas given its present 
name in 1931 in order to commemorate the memory of the late 
King-Emperor Edward VII. New college and hostel buildings 
were subsequently added on a site on the bank of the river 
fcdiiamaiYwiYA tie Aeiyoifiicfonarttraof iih. iWldUl? given 6y the 
late Rai Banamali Rai Bahadur of Taras and a grant of the 
same amount from Government. The management of the 
College is vested in a committee consisting of the District Magis- 
trate (President, ex-officio), three nominees of Government, one 
nominee of the eldest male descendant of the late Rai Banamali 
Ray Bahadur (in consideration of his generous donation of 
Rs. 50,000 to the College), one member elected by other donors 
and subscribers, the Chairman of the PSbna municipality, ex- 
officio, the Principal of the College (Secretary), ex-officio* two 
members elected by the retiring Governing Body, and ,two 
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members elected by the Professors of the College from among 
themselves, one from the Arts and -the other from the Science 
Department. j-i ' 

The College*^ teaches the following subjects up to the Inter- 
mediate ^standard in Arts : — ^English, Bengali, Sanskrit, Persian, 
Mathematics, Logic, History and Chemistry. The staff 
consists of a Principal and Professor of English Literature, a 
Professor of Mathematics, two Professors of Sanskrit, a 
Professor of History, two Professors of Logic, two Junior 
Professors of English Literature, a Professor of Chemistry, a 
Professor of Persian, a Demonstrator of Chemistry and a 
Librarian. 


The tuition fee is R-<. 5 a month : an additional fee of Re. 1 
is charged to each of the second year students reading chemistry. 
The boarding charges amount to about Rs. 10 per mensem. 
Five per cent, of the students on the rolls are admitted free, 
besides Government scholars. There are two scholarships 
of the value of Rs. 8 a month called the Banamali Jubilee scholar- 


ships, after their donor, Rai Banamali Ray Bahadur of Taras. 
They are open to the two best poor students who pass the 
Matriculation' Examination, one from the Pabna ZUav. 
School and the other from the Sirajganj High English Sch'qdlv. 
and who fail to obtain a Government scholarship. 


The following is a statement of the high schools in the 
district and of the number of pupils on the rolls of each on* 
31st March 1921 


i^ames of eohoola. , 

Managed hy Government — 


Number of 
pupils on the 
rolls on the 
3lBt March 
1923. 

Pabna Zila School ... 

... - 

397 

Aided — 

High English — 

Sirajganj B. L. ’ ... 


475 

Ullapara 


173 

Ghaubari 


119 

Shahzadpur 


227 

Porjana 


173 

Potajia ... • 


• ... 114 

Badlianagar 


144 


Total 

... 1,425 


t 
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Number of 


pupils on tbe 

N«ine» of school^ • 

rolls on tlie 
81st March 

’v* 

* 1921. 



High English—. 


Sir^jganj Victoria ... 

242 

HarinabUgb^ti ... ... 

... 216 

Mcghai 

91 

Mesra ... ... 

48 

Sahp -... ... 

198 

Molianpnr ... 

60 

JSinirsi ... ... 

... 174 

Sthal PakrS&i ... ... 

... 264 

SoliSgpur ... 

... 206 

* Danlatpur ... ... 

... 122 

Cliitmoliar ... • ... 

... 234 

Ptlbna Inatitution 

... 654 

Ganviftriiiogtr ... ... 

... 613 

8Sra MSrwttri ... ... 

806 

PBboa Victory ... ... 

... '>139 

Shillal 

- . .114 

Deia ... ... 

160 

NakiUa ... 

191 

OliopakhoU ... ... 

... 172 

Rliahlpnr ... ... 

... 1C5 

PurBo Bli&rcnga 

... 131 

Niitaii liliSrcnga ... ... 

no 

» Total 

... 4,192 


Of the 48 midtile Kn^Iish schools 27 are aided and 21 unaided. Middle 
The want of popularity of middle vernacalar Bohools is apparent 
from their pancity, there being only five, of which one is 
maintained by Government and toar are aided. One of the 
middle English schools and one of the middle vernacnlar 
schools are girls* schools established in 1920-21. 

The table already given under the head of educational insti- Primsrj 
tions will have shown that the great majority of the primary *®^°®**' 
schools are of the lower primary statns, in which young 
children are taught.* The panchayati anion scheme, of whish 
the object is to provide each union with a primary school 
of a good standard, has been in force for some time. Out 
of 210 panchayati 'nnlons in the district 87 have been 

. TT 9 
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provided with Board primary schools, while 55 have upper 
primary schools which serve the purpose of Board primary 

schools. « 

• 

The special schools include two training schools for primary 
school teachers, which had 44 students on the rolls on 31st March 
1921, and 29 other schools with 1,435 students. The two 
training schools for primary school teachers, generally known 
as ^urw-training schools, are situated at Shahzadpur in the 
Sirajganj subdivision and at the district headquarters of 
Pabna. That at Shahzadpur has 14 teachers under training 
and that at Pabna 30, of whom 19 are Muhammadans. The 
latter has a staff of three instructors and has been brought under 
,the scheme for grztrti-training schools of an improved type with 
effect from 1st July 1920. The establishment of another school 
of the improved type at Sirajganj has been sanctioned. There 
are five schools for backward communities (Namasudras, 
Santals, Muchis and Dhobis) with 150 pupils. 

The educational returns of the Education Department for 
1920-21 shew only five schools of the marginally-noted class.. 
Three have recently come under the head of private 
institutions, viz., the Rai Daulatpur High School, the Aryan 
Academy and the Amrita Lai Middle English School (an 
unrecognised school) in Pabna, -which have been converted 
into private schools in consequence of the non-co-operation 
movement. 

The chief institution for technical education is the Elliott- 
Banaraali Technical School at Pabna, which was established 
in 1892. Its name commemorates its founder, Rai Banamal: 
Ray Bahadur of Taras and the then Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, Sir Charles Elliott. It is managed and maintained by 
the District Board with the helj) of a Government grant-in-aid. 
The institution has four departments, viz., apprentice, survey, 
artisan and B class. In the apprentice department mathe- 
matics, surveying, drawing, engineering, mechanics, carpentry 
and blacksmith’s work are taught. In the survey class 
mathematics, surveying, drawing and engineering are taught, 
lyid in the artisan class the Wi^ya are trairtod in carpentry and 
blacksmith’s work together with elementary drawing. In the 
B class practical instruction is given to boys of the Zila school, 
Government paying a monthly grant of Rs. 2 for each boy up 

t f 


c 
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In fiiMiUon H*' hoya of the Zila school att^nil the mantial 
tralnlnif cIsm In hatches of ahool .70 p.-rdsf. The Income 
from fe« amounts to lls, 144 a month. The riuff cen^iats of 9 
members., tlr-, 4 teschers, 1 caritentry Instructor, 2 smithy 
Inriructors 1 j>oll«hrr atul 1 clerk and ho«tel iii;y*rlntcmlcrit. 
Tlie cstallliliinent cost Is about Rs, ttOO a roohtb. 


There Is also a OoTcrnmeot wea\lnff scho'>) at ri»l>na, which 
was ostahllshetl in lOlli and is viniiatc)! to the Sonmporv 
\V(*aTltife» Institute. The suli)''Cta tauRlit ore practical w»*;ivinf», 
d>‘s1^n and noalysls of cloth, yarn c.alciilstii>n and drawing*. 
In 1921 the number of pupHs receislHK instruction was 22, all 
hut one l>eJnff Muhammadans, the sons of weasrrs. Twenty 
Btip,M.ds are tdlotlMl annually for the school. Fourteeu fly* 
shuttle looms are at work, hut the outturn >s small, arpra(;{n^ 
3 yards a day pet loom. The school Is manDqod by a com- 
mittee consisting of ]] memhers, of whom five aru fx-ojficio., 
Tit, the District MaRisirato (Chairman), the Vice-Chairman 
of the District Board (Secretary), tho Sadar SabdiTislonal 
Officer, the District Deputy Insiwctor of Schools and tho 
.weaving teacher of tin* school. 


A women’s indnstrjal school wjs oI«o established at Pubw 
In 1913 ; it is managed by missionaries and receives a grant-Ip- 
aid from Government. Instruction ia given in needle work, 
reading, writing and arithmetic, and there were 51 pupils In 
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The^ following account of the education of MuliammadatiS 
has been kindly contributed bf Mr, J, A, Taylor, Assistant 
Director of Public Instruction (Muhammadan Education), 
Bengal : — 

The following extracts from notes written by the Collector 
of Pabna in 1870 and 1873 shows the position of the Muham- 
madans at that time : — “The Muhammadans of ^Pabna are 
rapidly declining in position, owing for the most part to their 
conservative habits, which prevent them from studying 
English, or from progressing in any way beyond-the condition 
of their forefathers and partly also to the,.- 3 eaiousy shown 
towards them by educated Hindus whpL^inbn&pcflise • all, . or 
nearly all, the Government appointments. The leading, ryots 
or cultivators are generally Muhammadans,, and they frequent- 
ly rise to the position of traders; boat-o wners, and holders of 
small estates, their savings being' usually spent in building 
boats or purchasing lands. The sons -of, principal ryots 
generally learn to read and write, and some few among them 
study the Koran. In most of the villages -there are houses for 
praying in which a mulla or priest is employed on a salary of 
one or two rupees per month, with an additional allowance for 
diet. The pay of the mulla, and the cost of building and 
repairing the’ houses of prayer, are generally met Iiy local 
subscriptions, but in some villages mosques are built by the 
individual wealthy residents. The material condition of the 
people is not good, the chief cause being the total ignorance 
and absence of education among the agricultural classes, who 
are thus placed at the mercy of zamindari servants and others, 
whose interest it is that the ryots should remain in their 
present state.” 


As in other parts of Bengal, the Muhammadans of this 
district, the majority of whom belong to the poor cultivating 
class, had little or no chance of bettering their position owing 
to their poverty, their own conservative habits and the jealousy 
shown towards them by educated Hindus, who took advantage 
of every opportunity for getting education and tried to keep 
i^oslems from the schools. *Muhammadah parents, however* 
sent their children to the village mosques or prayer-houses to 
learn the Koran with the mullas and a very few of them,- 
wIbo were farsighted, and who could afford to pay^ sent their 
children to English and vernacular schools. 
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Tlie Cffurta the tact that thossli ilse MuliamtnaiUnn 

)iro.l«'roln»tr«! In th** dlrtrlet |»opuUtl©n, thi* j»oj*lU »tii'ndl»i{» 
leliiviU of tr»rl«ti« kltiil* tmml«fre«l only 1 *'.*“ or 10*J per cent, 
Sadi van tlie p<>*{ile() of MabntnmaiUna In re*]v^t of e.lncatlon 
Mi ye»f» •po. ^ 


A prrat rstenilen of primary relocation took place nmler 
Ibe Tv-fonn* Intra.lijc'**! by Sir Oeorjj^ C*.impl»i*1I in l}t72*7S. 
»On th** 3Ui March IHJi there were 2j<» aMvi! vernacular 
acboola of the lower ela'i allen-le«| !»y C.K.Hf, ptiplK Tin* tnl.il 
naml'cr of Oorrnunrnt ami al«lr<I aclinola war 2<t!. atteinleil 
by 2,701 pupjJ*, of whom .V'*^ nr merj' than, one-ihinl were 
Muhainmailan»i. Thl» wa« satUfartnry. hut It. may be iiotc<l 
that die bulk of the pupil* l*eIoM{;e«) io tho JowcBl or infant 
•tape, 

nie ilVn* i\nftSVavtW Alw»^olc^WJ)r»n'^VlT>o'W•lnin^Wlly- 

OoTr^lnlent in the (lifllrict waa the PSbna Zlia Hchooi. It wan 
entiibliibetl ln.IH.')3 an » Government Knplltli scitool. The 
Ilinilo*. «julck In perceive the preat ailTnniape which a know. 
le<1pn of KnRilah lit><nttare ami acirnco wonlil plve them, 
eagerly availed ihem»**lrni of ihe opportunity of ac/jnlrlnp a 
knowlwlpe of weftern iiibjecta taapht In the OovcrnroCnt 
Inctitution, and b!;o atarteil acjiools of (heir own on nlmilar* 
linen, reoelvlnp aid from Govcrnrrenl for Ih'ilr mnlotonanco,’> 
Tho Muhammadans, for reanonn plvcn In a provtom para* 

' graph, lagged Ijoblnd. Awdbknown oillclal aiimined ap tho 
ponitlon tliun— ’* WIiIIbI the nimlna were nhowing readiiieMt 
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?.eal nivl gonoroaity (owurilB the apron d pf Engliah education, 
far (HflVront were tJjo feelingar of tlio Muaalmans, whoso 
attitude towarda Eiiglisli education was anything but 
friendly.” Having a leaning towards Arai)ic learning and 
being followers of traditional maxims .-uid principles, 
Muhammadana seni their chihlren to the Dacca, Calcutta and 
Ilooghl}' Madrasas and started and maintained a senior 
Mndrnsa of their own at Siriijganj. But iii western educa- 
tion tliey look little or no part. Government viewed their 
backward condition with sym])athy and fried to help and 
encourage them. Two special Assistant Inspectors of 
Schools for Muhammadan Education, the late Khiin Bahjl- 
dtir Maulvi Mtthatnmad Ibrahim and Maiilvi Ahdul Karim, 
wen* appointed by ..Government between 1S90 — 1900 to try 
and show the members of their community the benefits 
of western education and to watcli over the interests of 
Muhammadan schools and scholar.s. They did much for fhe_ 
community in the Province, and the Muhammadans of 
Pfibna also benefited from their endeavour.s. As a result 
^luhumtnadaus developed some taste for ■wesb.trn learning, 
but progress was alow. The district could boast of only 
three graduates up to 1305, viz., itfanlvi Mofnkhharul Islam, 
U.li., Maulvi Muhammad IrCanulia, n.L., and Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi 'Wasimuddin Ahmad, B.L. 

.. In 130.0, the j-ear of the Partition of Bengal, they 
suddenly awoke to a sense of their duty, interest and res- 
ponsibility. This administrative change was more effective 
in stirring up tlie community th.in the multifarious strenu- 
ous ell’orts of half a centurj’, and '-another contributing 
factor was the appointment, of a Muhammadan gentleman 
as District and Sessions Judge, who was .ready to help 
them whenever they approached . himVv^They became en- 
thusiastic, started secondary and primarj'. schools, and began 
to send their children to high and middle schools in 
large -numbers. Preachers toured -the district urging people 
to take to modern education and in the course of a few 
years progress was most marked. Before the Partition there 
wa^s not a single Muhammadan from this district in the 
su^rior '.services. . At presentP there are ttvo Deputy Magis- 
tratesj three Deputy Inspectors of Schools,' and several 
kanungos, Sub-Inspectors of Police and . Schools and some 
clerks in the Secretariat, and there are also several ' legal 
and meciical practitiouers. 
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The following figures show tlio position of the Mubam- 
mailana of rsbno m rospoft of education before (he Partition 
und the progress they made during the »dcca(lo ll'04 to 
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It may be obBcrved, however, that though iho rate of pro* 
gross lias been rcmnrkublv, 3Iuhaminadan8 are not even now 
on an equal footing ^%lth lliodus in political, professional or 
imlsstrial life. The Kuropcan war In no small degree affocted 
their economic condition and the 'reccut nou*co*optratioD 
ino>cmont has worked to tlioir disadvantage. 

According to the ccusus of 1921, Muhammadans represent 
1,053,57^ Or * 7t3 o.f the total population. The number of 
Muhammadans un'der instruction both in puhhe and private 
gchools, excluding the ribna College, was returned ut 36,207 
on the Slat March 1921, and the percentage of Muhammadan 
pupils to the Muhammadan population of school-going age 
was 22-5, In the high stage they represented i 1 per cent., 
in the middle stage 4'3 and in tbo primary staga h8’2 per cent •' 

■ Among the sludenis on tb* rolls of the Pabna .College* there CoiieKis 
are 93 Muhamma'Ians. In high schools on the diet Mai^h-192P B«onda 
there were 1,774 Muhammadan pupils, in middle EngHsIi*!, 414' *^“''** 
and in middle vemacular fil : the corresponding figures for 
the previous year were 2,661, 1,648 and 89, respectively,’ so that * 
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there has been a net loss of 1,120 pupils, T^'he causes for this 
decrease are more economic tlian ipolitical, but there is no 
doubt that the nflu-co-oporation movement lent intensity to 
the force of the causes already at work. The bulk of the 
Muhammadan pupils come from the cultivating and weaving 
classes, and these have felt economic ditficulties more than 
others ; and owing to the influence of the Khilafat agitators 
there has grown up a bitterness of feeling among Muhammadans 
against the British people and British institutions. 

There are three high and one middle English schools in 
the district managed by Muhammadans, viz., the Chaubari 
Islamia High English, the Meghal High English, the Daulatpur 
High English and the Gandhail Middle English, which have 
been seriously affected by economic difficulties and by the non- 
co-operation movement. 

Ill primary education Muhammadans hold their own. 
Maktabs flourish both in number and in attendance, “ the 
education imparted by them being congenial to the taste of 
the people. 

There are altogether 18 Madrasas in the district, viz,, one 
senior, 7 junior of the reformed type and 10 which follow 
the old course. The number of pupils attending these- institu- 
tions rose from 1,141 to 1,251 during the year ending 31st March 
1921. The total direct expenditure incurred during the 
year for the maintenance of the Madrasas was Rs. 25,485, 
of which Rs. 8,134 came from Provincial revenues, Rs. 2,247 
from the District fund and the rest-from private sources. 

The Sirajganj Senior Madrasa -.-yvas established in 1892, with 
the object of imparting religious T education to Moslems. 
It started with about 100 pupils. ...The foutiders of the institu- 
tion were Haji Khairulla and Maulaha-'Abflul -Bari. It followed 
the old course (known ..as* Nizaniia). biased. b;n - the traditional 
courses of the Madrasas of Bagda l,and wasXffil.i^i®d to the Cal- 
cutta Madrasa. The reformed. .couTse was introduced in 1915. 
The Madrasa has hitherto been.dccommodateckdn.a corrugated 
iron-roofed and mat-walled house, located in the congested por- 
. tion of the town. The site and the cccommodation have beemthe 
subjeefof criticism from all visitors — from His Excellency the 
Governor down to inspecting officers of lower rank, but the 
difficulty has at last been removed. A suitable site has been, 
acquired for the Madrasa at a cost of Rs. 5,643 and a masonry 
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bulWlnp U ondfr coufUucUon. Th^* cmI of t!K* 

lioUdlfiff Is Rk. iav.‘ST*i* which a capita! fjrant r>t 

ll*. 20,(X^' 1'^* be«n Tcci?\\nl (tom (»ovr««neiv1. Tlvcro or^' now 
IW boys on llif* Toll<, 311 In tho oI«l acnlor acctlon (2ni1, 3ril nntl 
^th-yrar claPtct) aniJih/' tr*l|n da*"*** IX in I uniliT the new 
echrmr. Tho •tail of H mcmlMfn*. vis., tin* Hjiponn* 

lcnJ«’nt,C Arabic teaclicw, 5 KnpU'l' IcachiTs and 2 vernncHfar 
feachrra. 

The total citalilidhmenl coj»l l« Re. 73r, a month. Tld« ii 
met from fmt, a^etatjing fta. Std. a (<n\t>rtinii>iit (;r.int of 
!{«. 3ri0, a ltr*'t>t of R*. 5, and tlic n-rt from pnblic 

»ub«cription«. 

The marRiiial atatefnenl ahowa the 5«nicr Ma'lra«3< «*f the 
roformcvl typo, uhich ari* in rocejpj of aid 
from the IMiication Department. Tuo of 
tin-se arc not very aneceejifnl, but the other 
five InMlintlona am dol»)tf "elh They am 
nelbhouMHl, fairly well vipdpjied and 
ataffr*! with «nulifie»1 teacher*. There (4 a tendency to 
convert mroo of the old typo Madrai.tit Into ihoio of iho 
reformed type, bnt |iTOKri*»« le not rapid. Tlio avermce co^tl of 
the rnairtb'nance «f 0 Jnnlor Ma<lraiaof the oM (yi>e h R 4 . -lO 
a month and Ihi* RTera;;e minimum traie fur a jnnlor Madrana 
of the new lyp<‘ i* R*. 12'» ; c*eh with tlu« tio\ eminent ftmiiV of 
Rs. C2, ih" new typ.* of Madraiv coti* iho people ihoniMlvM 
33 |><*r cent, mor** tiian the Madrma of iho old type. 

Of the total number of 1S,310 Rirla umb’r inalrticilou as 
retunieJ uu iho .Hat .^farch 1921, ^fithammadan t;irU inirnlff'rvd 
2,2^2, all In tho'ptimary nUge. 

Roth the Deputy Inspeclora and four of the Sub-Iospectors 
in J221 were Jlnhawnadan*. In hid* Knglish cchooN cliero 
are 105 Moslem teachcni'nul of 378, in mldillu En^dlsh 127 out 
of 207 and in middle veruacidar Tout of 11. In the Govern* 
ment IIi;{h School ithoro arj iivo Mojlcma (jnclndinff two 
MBtitvln^ otiL of IS. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

GAZETTEEK. 

Bora. — A village in the Mathura thiina, Sadar subdivision 
situated at the junction of the Ichhamati, Baral and Hurasagar 
rivers. With its constituent villages and paras or hamletf {e.g.^ 
Boragola, Bora-gram, Bangrain, Dorota-Bera, Kagmaripara and 
Shalima) it has a population of several thousands. It is an 
important local market with a considerable trade in jute and 
contains a jute press of Landale & ClaVk, Limited. It also 
contains a police-station, a sub-registry office and a small 
dispensary. As stated in Chapter X, it was at one time proposed 
to make Beta the headquarters of a subdivision comprising 
the south-eastern part of the district, but the idea was aban- 
doned owing to its distance from the railway. , 

Ghatmohar. — Village in the west of the Sadar subJivsion, 
situated on the river Baral, 19 miles north of Pabna. It is the 
headquarters of a thana and contains a charitable dispensary, 
sub-registry office, high school and post and telegraph office ; 
there is a railway station on the line to Sirajanj a short dis- 
tance to the south. There is an old mosque with an inscription 
showing that it was built in the year 15S1 A.D. The transla- 
tion of the inscription given in . Blochmann’s Ain-i-Akhari 
(Vol. I, p. 621) runs ; — “This lofty mosque was built during the 
time of the great Sultan, the chief of Sayyids, Abul Path 
Muhammad Masum Khan — May God perpetuate his kingdom 
for ever, 0 Lord, 0 Thou who remainest ! — by the high and 
exalted Khan, Khan Muhammad, son of'Tui Muhammad Khan 
Qaqsbal, in the year 989. ” 

Qaqshal is the name of a Turkish clan which had received 
extensive jdgirs in North Bengal, particularly Dinajpur_ 
They joined in the great rebellion that broke out in Jaunpur 
Eengalt and Bihar against Akbar in 1.^79 in consequence of 
tlie resentment of tile Muhammadan nobles at having their 
revenue-free grants withdrawn and also at the hostility now 
shown by Akbar to the religion . of Islam. In this rebellion 
Masum »Khan and the Qaqshals were prominent, so’much so 
that Masum ^han was known to the Muhammadan historians ' 
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KliSn-l-A-l, f-WI t Ij" !• iri'n^raUr 

kno«‘n ih" K11»3U, *»Ml lo h»\« Wrn 

Torl’iM, t.'r, » tn*mhvf a iriW of H** W4« a 

i}<'j>!}"W of Ibp VUl»-T of Hnintyon, 

In «l»** wirasalntl tb" Af^Mn cW'f« an-l ><• ‘I*** 

r*nV of C<'mm»aW of <»i»o TUo«»n*l fi-r lifa» 'rjr In 

A fi«bt In th* «ol ifio >* KilA I'ahif bil5- I. 

\Vh<n l>»p rt*<>tllion t»fob«* «««, Ma*3m Kl-in iu 

thJrf f<-s.lfr*. Tb*-f*o^pmor of ll^n/al, Mniiffar KbSu, «a* 
VUlol At Titi'jA, wb»T" holi»'l«Ak*'nf*'fM?' i an IT*» lar Mat, who 
wi« A-mt by AVtur lo ♦laoll lli*» wa« Hnsl'J'* l'» far^ tho 

army of Ma'lm KhSn an! Iljo QSi]»hSI*, whlcfj nttm* rro.J 
Ami !ia‘I (0 fhnt l»tn;A**ff «p fn Ifco fi>rt of Mif;»K’byr. 
Tb«Q*v^*^^**^''**'’^‘^»^*****“ *'^'‘** cattn^l n\rr Ijj lb'* Imj^riA* 
IUt.<. Irft Mj«Sm Kbln, «n J if.<* army 

HM‘‘ntly. Ma«lm KbSn fc»pt«*trp t with A fn*<h army, wbkh hi* 
b>'J raUrl In Jlhlll, ib*»cftot»lry a!ot» 4 ?if.o Jtrabm»j>Hjra an'l 
lb" MoffhnA Atsd in »b** f<on«J»»l>»n*. anil |i)tjirlrro-l W«-»»«-rn 
Jkncal* IIo «a», liowcai'r, forC'O.i it» fall l-aci, itio l»n. 

l>rrlaU»t forr^'t An»t flo-1 to I'fciil. wtrro l.r (comI *b''Ufr alHi 

I*a Kbln anl at kajih 'Ho-! In 1.V.‘7 A.II afirr loncfl^btlnf 
nnr H-'iiSrploti AnJ llbawil. A* lb«* |n*fHj>iion abo>»* 

abt3«», bo ba't lb** AQiaeliy to B*«uro** royal |irrfO,»alltra.* 

Acc^^fin;; to tra Kifon, Mafftm IClifn. «h» i* atf><tranf<l local* 
ly Mavblam KbSn, oicaaitol a larjrotanL’ at CbSini'tbir ami ItAj 
hit pala/v* M Ibo north «f li o« a a|*ol Ixmnilo I on tb** rjorlb by 
Ibc lUral, on tb** »»«tb by tho Airal Anil on ibo wp»j iiy a loryo 
lank, white bU Irmiita «pr** •iatlon»il In the ijnarkrcalirtl after 
»lo*m I’aUiitiySrA. Tlie |>ri'reiic« of *lonn liloclt «III| lma;;c* 
uf liindit O'-Uii’i carTr<t on iha re>cr«<* abowa (bat a Ilimln 
abrlne (or rliriora) wb« Orntnllalio’l In atloni material tor th« 

ino*‘jtjc. 

‘ftanffltfl.-'A VMaff« '»n ttiO norVn.wcrt of Tim Uljllmobar 
thaiia. It l« A place of aomc antb|Mity eontalnhi}* a lemplc of 
Ja^annSth, an iiiRCriplIon on wblch almwn that it waa rcpairoil 
by ono llba^Snl Dii In tlm HaVa yrar ISIL’, lf»9l) A. I). 
It wAAonc; a proqtcrou* (ra fe mlrt, vhieli {< nicntinntnl nndei 
the rp-'llintt of HurrUl^ In Ilamilton’K Afni/ /ric/ni 6’<i.vtfo-r 
(J}t2’J)a» oj)B of Ibelbr.tt rhii'f tonrna of IfJJ»)»5bl, nhleb, it St 
fnbl, “ H»e I to prol tco four*^tIiAof all tho ailU, raw or nfatiufac- 
turc'l. u^*'l In or oaporto-l from Himluttan.” The ftniowlit** 
accoont la Rhen of It A commercial mart \\heri«ib« Kaat 
* DWtiBKBn, Yol.l, |•|•. lit, s<ft, si;, sit,SM,4ai. 
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India Company has long had an established factory for th 
purchasing of silk and cotton goods. This commercial resi- 
dency has for some time past been,, incorporated -with that of 
Comercolly ” (the* moderu Kumarkhali in Nadia district). It 
appears to have lost its prosperity owing to fluvial changes, but 
was the heaciquarters of a thana at least as late as 1845. 

Hardinge bridge. — This bridge carries the main line of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway over the Padma at a point south of 
Paksi, where the river is over one mile in width. It was com- 
pleted in 1915 during the viceroyalty of Lord Hardinge after 
xvhom it is named. With a length of 5,900 feet and 15 spans of 
350 feet each, it is one of the longest bridges in the world and 
its construction was a great feat of engineering. The wells 
carrying the piers had to be sunk to an exceptional depth 
(150 feet) to ensure its stability, built as it is over a treacherous 
sandy river bed. Training works had to be constructed along 
the banks of the Padma to keep the river in its channel, for 
there is a volume of million cubic feet of water passing 
under the. bridge at high flood and a variation of 30 feet between 
lowest and highest water-level. 

Hati Kumrail. — A village in thana TJllapara, which contains 
an interesting archaeological structure. This is a high Dol- 
mancha^ consisting of a raised platform with a brick arch-over 
it, from which was suspended a throne for the god Krishna and 
his consort Radha at the time of the Doljdtra. The arch was 
damaged and partially sunk during the earthquake of 1897. 

Pabna. — Headquarters of the district situated on the river 
Ichhamati, which flows through the town. The area within 
municipal limits is five square miles and the population, which 
was 19,274 in 1911, was 19,343 according to the census of 1921. 

It depends for its water-supply on the river Ichhamati, five 
municipal reserved tanks and private wells. The Ichhamati is 
a dying river, which in the hot weather is reduced to a series 
of shallow pools of water : the tanks are fed from the river 
Padma, with which they are connected by open water-courses. 
There are 39 miles of roaas in the municipal area, nine of which 
are puclca, the rest being kulcha, and one market, which is private 
property. Refuse is disposed of in a trenching-ground, nearly 
41 biyhas in area, outside the municipality. There are four 
municfpal burial-grounds and a bsutning-jr/tat on.the b.iukof the 
PadmaT The town is connected by a metalled road with 
B-djitpur,* a village two mites away on the Padma, in which 
there are a steamer station and some rice mills. 
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TIk' town contsln* the n<i*l pnbHc ofUco* of a iHriHcI 
!u*»'1<)tiart<T« an'l b1»o a Town Hall. Tho Vjilff c.hifatioiisl 
ln*JllBlIon* aro lti<* ibo I’ibna ZJJa iho 

Kltioll'tUnajnSIl Tethoteal School 'an«1 Ihr flutrcrnmpnt Wrav* 
Injr School, of which an accosnt will !»« fomi'l hi C’lnptor XII. 
Arphrolft^^MciUy Iho ref>»t lni<*ro*tln;f holhhn^ II * JlmJn 
tomi’1'*, callc'J Jf.r IlanpU, to l*»i» nnf!h-c»»t of the town. The 
n&ine U <1<>* to th<* lha|«e of lh<* ahriue, which rinriDtili^ iwu 
hrio*-^ jolnrl lo;*rih'’r. It !■ njal** of hrlek, whh fin" hrlck 
canlnr* in from. The {>linth i« now only alw ii 2 fii't from 
the irmh'l, hut w*« forniPTljr much hlchcf, the iMillillnj; harine 
• nnk aome frrl (lurlnp th* i‘arth<]nal:e of 18?<. Ii laaaM to 
hare horn hnlll l-y one Urajiraoban Krorl. a hiAtiW-lr unJ^r 
the Kaw&b of llencil, alKvut th« tnltlille of (he rlghtrcnlh 
century. The tra-lltion I« that b*t w»a a millionaire, whence 
hU naiue. an<J tcquirnl aa»t wealth at the eiiwn*" «f tin S'awih. 
llavlni; faltrtl In hU retnittanece of menue, ihe SauSti fent a 
ilftachment to arrret him, whereojwn the Kforl threw IiIh 
treasure Into a tank to the north of the tenijile ati'l to p*caj'e 
illihenour «trownc«l himtelf and hU family In h. Tmcr* of a 
imall hrkk'hullt hou«e, which laaaM to have l>ecn hia rc^hlence, 
ira vi*lhl» ilwut 10 yar-la to the ea*t of the |eni|>le. 

Of recent year* the ermloti of the town hy the I’a'lma haa 
heen a «enoe< frohlem. About year* a(^> Tahna waa on 
the hank of the (lanffea, hut i;r»!aa))y the orflake of the 
IchhSniitl allied up, and a hiph aandy cAor forme*) at Im 
mouth, which wai ^mdnaify lohahited hy an a^’riculturai (xipU' 
latlon. On thia chor land a factory wai errcird by an iiidih'o 
planter oppoilte the court balMlngs s whrn il Craiwd to l>e u«ed 
aa a faeiory, it wa« cnnrrrled Into ihe (.'olletior'a it'aidetice. 
To the fouth of ihU a samindtr aiiha^iiucntly built a j'ucht 
houie which waa purchaaetl by Govemment and convertml into 
J^ CiriiiU AlAuaejihnrllv Jwvtnw* JAlfo At .la -lUl! Jcnntvu J<iejiU^v 
ae DS^hi'a home. Th« only other halidinK* t)f importance on 
this lanil are the residence of the Superintondcni of polico 
eonitrnclcd In 1913, the boncle-I warchati^o and £run/'trahiinj; 
achool, which were erected aubieqnently. 

Defore 121C the lortuoua lehhSmatl took olT from the Gtingca 
near (lie eteamcr ghf( a( RSjltpur, 2 milca fcarn the civil 
elation. From a earvey ma»lv in 1912, it .'was fouiitr that 
th« north hank of thfi Gangea was over halt a milu fro'mthc* 
Circuit House on th'* hank of (fao fchhfimati. In t^e rainy 
esasonof 19IG the river starte<l cutting its left bank from the 
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steamer ghat at Bajitpur and eroded inland for over miles. 
The erosion was severe during the floods oCT9l7, so much so 
that in one month the whole of theic/mr land, half a mile wide, 
near the Circuit Souse, was carried away, and the Circuit House 
had to ho dismantled, as the river reached one corner of the 
building. The erosion wae again, rapid during the floods of 
1918, but was not so severe as in the previous year. ' 

During the floods of 1919 the situation was carefully 
surveyed by the Public Works Department, The extent of the 
erosion had a very serious effect on the hasti on the char land 
in villages Sadhupara and Ramchandrapur, as the soil consisted 
of almost loose sand, A solid block of a very hard soil was 
found at and above the steamer ghat at Bajitpur, which resisted 
the erosion considerably. It was tlien decided to revet a length 
of 1,650 feet along the bank down to the Collector’s residence, to 
which the river had approached. This revetment, which 
stretched from near Tafazzul Husain’s house down to the road 
to the Ganges above the old Collector’s residence, was constructed 
in 1920, before the river rose, at a cost of nearly Rs. 2 lakhs* 
In August 1920 the erosion became strcnger and the greater por" 
tion of the mattresses slipped into the river and were carried' 
away. Though the revetment was very badly damaged,’ and 
the repairs done during the rains were also of little service, it 
checked the erosion to a very large extent during the floods, bu* 
some erosion took place in the unprotected bank above and 
below the revetment. Next year (1921) repairs to the revet- 
ment were completed before the floods at a cost of Rs. 1,19,000 : 
the repairs to the old revetment partly slipped during the 
floods of 1921 and repairs were again’ carried out. An exten- 
sion of the revetment lower down for 900 feet, in order to 
protect the Collector’s residence (the old Nil Kuthi), was also 
finished before the floods of 1921, at a cost of Rs. 78,000 : this 
extension was not materially damaged during the flood of 1921. . 

There is an embankment with sluice gates, about a mile 
in length, along the right bank of the Ichhamati, which was 
constructed after the floods of 1890 to protect the town • from 
being inundated by that river when in high flood. 

Potajia. — "Village in thana Shahzadpur, situated about 2 
miles south-west of Shahzadpur. It contains a high school 
and an old Hindu temple, nowe ruinous, which is known as 
’ Nabaratna. Tradition relates that one of the Mughal Nawabs, 
who was passing'-by Potajia on his way from Murshidabad to 
Dacca, ordered it to be demolished, and the two top stories 
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wfTP pa)IM ilown. ThU ma^ I*'* ^Ith lh«» ortlfw 

lijtj-*! Ilf th<» •‘mptffor Jahln In Jfi^'52 tn<} dub^iviMrnJlf 
rrlMQM) Ilf Aannct^ti Oi&t aH llin<tti li'mptr* wtiicli ha'l 
frcrnilf In* »lctnnH*h«^l. • 

Sara.*— in l!i** li'* 3 <|ii«iartm auUiiviilon Kl(iut>‘() on 
tli« north hank of th** f}*njf^» (P**!ma). It W 4 i formAfly tho 
t<Tmtnti* of tho north'-rn »«<tIon of th" Kwli-rn lU*npal Ilsltway 
•nil *«raf conno^lofl l»jr ao^-rtlcoof frrrjr •i<*»m«'n Datniik- 
iJia on Ih" »oalh hank of th" ritriT, I*a»v*nv*rr» jirocr^dlns 
to Calrotta ^rro hof" tran^f'-trcil to th" frrry »tr»m"r», hut 
thl« hrfik In th" jo«rn" 3 ‘ h»«<i*a*<^l *»ne" it." t'}»"nltis of tho 
llarilins^o hridc". It contain* a t>olif".tutlon« hich *clii>ol and 
jMwt an J t"I"?raj<h ofTIo". 

Shahwlptir.— In th"*')nthof th" hlrijcanj unlidlvi* 
irion, ^Jfual"»I 7 ndj"* a'>nlh of ih" lUilvav, with 

>ihtch it i* contioft"! hy thooM I’il.nj*Sir 3 jjr*nj mad. It I* a 
jdic" <if mni" intiijaltf *»lth InflofOtlal rrindi-nl*. lioili Itindjj 
»nd Mohainmnlan. and contain* •-•Tcral Utk*" tstnlndir*' 
eatch-rri"*. It ii ili" l»"ad«joart"t* of a I>p|iuty Matfi»irai"f 
who ha* ]nr|*Uct!on otcr th" Mathura thSna. and a local bench 
of Honorary Macirtrat"* I* h"!I In It. It I* abo Hi" head* 
«|t:art"ra of an Int{>"ctnr of I'ofic" and contain* a eharltahh* 
di'jwnMfy, a anh-regiftry offlc". a public library and mreral 
achnoN, InclndJnfra ;/«r«.(fatoIneach<Kd. It naath" mat of a 
Mundr« (*<mrt for many year* nntll I^?l, wbm ihohulldlnR 
arjM barnl down and l!»" Court *ra» rcmnrr*! to KiriJganJ, 

An Jnterprtlng account «*f it* hiitnry and monumcnia i* 
;r’ivrn hy Maulavi AUlul Wall in an articl" On (Ac Adtijinf^ 
and Traditiunt u/ .S‘A<tAr>h//.Mr. which na* puldlshnl in tin* 
Journal of Ih" Asiatic SKldy of Ib^ngal. Tart 1. No. ,1, UK)! ;— 

‘’HhlhcSdiiur, the headi^nartrra of a thSna and till lately of 
a Mundfl. U aitualoii on the aouth cenlfo of th" Rrcal jiilo* 
proilucioR tubllTldlon of Hirijgan}. •which forma th" northern 
half of th" diitrict of I'Jhna. Iihlhc^lpur I* fatnou* for a 
aoperti Misjid, (h« of SfabhdQm 8hSh Dauia 'Shahid* 

and other ^Iuham^ 1 adan^ and an annnal fair. Tliero i* no 
written acconnl of Itio rarly colonlatii, Th" deoiJ* and pajicnt 
8ref.aldto have anfrer".! to** on account of tho cUmato, flro 
or cireleMDem. 

“T’Ac/rudj'Noni.— Ilairaf MtVlrc-U>n*JAh 1 , thoKinRofYa^nan 

la Arahia, and a comp.anlon of tho prophett had two sons* and 
a daughter. Ono of lhe*o two BhihtSdas (princes) MalthdQin 
8hih Daula, with tho permisrioo of hU father, loft hi.* native 
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land on a roHgious expedition, for the spread of Islam, consist- 
ing of ihree of his nephews (sister’s sons) — Khwaja Kalan 
Danishniand, Khwaja Nur, and ilChwiija Anwar, his sister, 
twelve renowned Darvishcs, and a large number of followers* 
They sailed in ships, 7 ‘or 40 in number, on their expedition- 
Arriving at Bokhara, Shah Jalalud-Din Bokhari, a saint of the 
place, welcomed the pilgrims,' and presented a few ash-coloured 
{khaki) pigeons to the Makhdum Siihib. After a long and 
circuitous voyage, the missionaries arrived at a place, now 
called Potajia, two mile? south of Shahzadpur. The whole 
country at that time was under water and appeared as a vast 
ocean. The ships struck on a sandy bed, and consequently 
the expedition could not proceed up. The Bokhara pigeons 
used, as iisual, to leave the ships in the morning and return to 
them by the evening-tide. After a few days’ halt, the people on 
board noticed in the feet of the birds fresh clay and sand- 
On the following day a diiighi (boat) was sent towards the flight 
of the birds, and a newly forming char, subsequently named 
Shahzadpur, was discovered. The ships being disentangled 
and removed, the party landed upon the char land. Little by 
little when the water subsided, the little char was transformed 
into*"an extensive one. On this spot, to commemmorate the 
landing, a mosque was built by order of the Makhdum Sahib. 

“ At that time, the country was under the Hindu Raja of 
Suba-i-Bihar, who would not allow a foreign colony to be 
established in his dominion, and sent a large army to drive the 
colonists away. Then ensued a life-and-deaih struggle between 
the little band of foreign Muslims on one side, and the vast 
army of the native king on the other. Three bloody battles 
were fought, in two of which the devoted followers of the 
Makhdum Sahib were victorious. In the third, the saintly 
prince was killed. Two of his nephews, the Darvishes, as well 
as a large number of his followers, were killed by stratagem in 
one or other of these battles. The lady who was the sister of 
the Makhdum Sahib preferred .death to dishonour, and is 
believed to have thrown herself into a water-pool and perished. 

“ A soldier of the enemy, who was concealed, cut off the 
head of the saint while the latter was deeply engaged in saying 
his afternoon (asr) namaz. The man left at once with the 
head for the Raja of Suba-i-Kihar. The head being placed 
before the king, the latter perceiving in it celestial radiance and 
Buperhatural calm became very much astonished and intensely 
soiT^ and ashamed at the conduct of the soldier. Having 
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BommODnl (hu loniUnf; MnsalmSos of DlhSr, tho head waa 
burled with due aolomnliy nnd a mny'irf constructed over tho 
. brick-tomb. A fair ft held every year near tho place ever 
since. At SliShtidpur, otr tho other hand, tho IteadlcM body 
was depo«lltHl In a stone-coflsn, and bafltf<I hy tho survirinjf 
nephow, KhwSja ShSU NQr, and his other followers about ton 
ra$is to tho south of tho morqoe. 

" The fomh*.— .Vs state] above, there fell in the strugglo a 
lar^o number of the Muslims. Tho shrlno of tho MabhdQm 
SShlb ‘Shahid* (tho Martyr) bcltit; in a low-lying tract at 
some di^ance from the raosQue, those who used to go there to 
perform riydrat had to flutTer discomfort or were exposed to 
danger In wading their way through marshes in tho rains 
and on account of the snakes. The saint appeared to one 
of tho faithful and dircct<sl the coffin to bo removeiL Accord- 
ingly it was httrie<l hy the side of the mo3-|iie. Tho tombs or 
graveyards are all on llie sonth of tho mn»jid. Ui^sUles tho 
shrine of the MakhdQm SJhtb nnd his nephews, thero exist 
18 other tombs, vie., tho tombs of the 13 Barviahes, named— 
(1) Shamaud-Bln Tabriti, (3) 8b8h Yusuf, (3) Bh8h Khcng. 
aw8r, (4) ShSh Atmat, (.V) HasUa-pIr, (C) Sh8h Dodia, 
(7) ShSh Ahmad, (8) Sh8h MahmOd. The names of tho other 
four are not rememtiored. The names of six other nufya, who 
Bcttli'd and died subseiuently, are— (13) Sli8h MastSn. () 4) Shfih 
nabibullah, (Ih) ShSh MadSr. (16) IlAdJ &8hib. Tho names of 
Vho other two arc not known.” 

In connection with the tomb of ShSh MustSn, Manlvi Abdul 
VVuli mentions a carious phenomenon: “Sometimes In tho 
dark night. It is said, a column of light, brighter far than tho 
electricity, Is seen ascending np from tho ushlna of ShSh 
MastSn towards tho sky, which phenomenon lasts a fow 
minutes.'' 

“Tho ahrino of KhwSja KSIan DSnishmand is to tho right 
side of (hat of tho SfakiidQm Sfihib tho ‘Afartyr/ and tho 
shrines of ids other nephews and of tho Darvishca aro Imrd-by. 
The shrines of MakhdQm SSbib, KhwSja Kalan BSnishmand, 
and Barvish SbSh YQsuf aro enclosed with wails; and lately 
a corrugated iron roof of octagonal shape has been put over 
them. Shamsud-Blu Tabrltl was MakhdQm Sahib’s teacher. 
His tomb is enclosed with walV) (4' 6* high). Shah Y’uSuC 
was a companion (nslidb). Out of tho Wakf estate, a f 3W aftes 
are set apart (or the expenses of lighting tho astdna of ShSh 
KhengsawSr and for looking after it. This is done by a paid 
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servant. Hindus and Musalmans make offerings to Darvish. 
Shah ^ablbullah’s shrine. ^ 

“ There are two ganj-i-shdUiiddn (literally ‘ mart of ' 
martyrs,’ i.e., two large pits, where a large number of martyrs 
were buried), besides the above tombs: — (1) by the side of the 
mosque, where respectable persons were interned, and (2) some 
ten o'asis to the south of the" mosque, where soldiers were 
buried, and where Makhdum Sahib himself was buried at first. 
The tombs have no inscriptions. The little water-pool, where 
the Makhdum Sahib’s sister perished, is called Sati Bibir Khal 
(or the watery grave of the virgin lady). It lay close to the 
mosque. Pilgrims used to throw sugar and batdsa, etc., into 
it to have their desires fulfilled. Owing to the encroachment of 
the river, the identical spot where the virgin was drowned 
cannot be ascertained. Consequently the practice of throwing 
sweetmeats has of late ceased. 

"■The place and the population. — The place is called 
Shahzadpur, after the title of Hazrat Makhdum Sahib, who 
was the Shahzada of Yaman. The ’'Pargana Yusufshahi, in 
which is situated Shahzadpur, is called so, after the name of the 
Makhdum Sahib’s companion Yusuf Shah.” In this connetion 
the author quotes from the account of the Pabna district given 
in i)xQ Statistical Account of Bengal, Yolume IX, 1876 : — “Most 
of the mahals (revenue-free estates) situated in Sirajg'anj are 
small and many of them are reported to be connected with the, 
history of the Makhdnm Sahib, whose cubit was the unit of 
measurement in Pargana Yusufshahi, until the zamindars 
introduced short measures there.” 

“The population of the place is about ten thousand souls. 
The Muhammadans are half as much again as the Hindus. Of 
the three nephews of the Makdum Sahib, Khwaja Kalan 
Danishmand was not married, and Khwaja Anwar died 
childless. Khwaja Nur, the only surviving nephew of the 
Makhdum Sahib, married a Muhammadan princess of Sonar- 
gaon. Their descendants are the present Mutawallis. With 
the Sonargaon princess came a large number of persons, both 
Hindus and Muslims, who with the old survivals re-established 
the colony. The present inhabitants of Shahzadpur are 
supposed to be their descendants. Shahzadpur is divided into 
fourteen mahallas or sections,* according to 'the origin, profes- 
sion,^ rank, etc., of the emigrants from Sonargaon. The 
following are the mahallas: — (1) Haidarabad, (2) Kandahari- 
para, (3) Pathan-para, (4) Mihtar-para, (5) Mughalhatta, 
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(6)KfishaEUolB, (7)^ Ka*H>5ra, («) Mnlld-pSra, (9)phnnla- 
khaH-p5ra,(10)Katear*parn,*(ll)MuHa-p5ra, (12) Dharl-pSra, 
(13) Char-pSra, (14) Anil!)5r-kotha. Tlio place* wltenco earth 
was ling, ami In which lime was ileposltcil, for Iho construc- 
tion of the huliillngs, {s calleil Chtmla-KhSli, and the 7>dra 
ChimlakhSlI.pSra (or Ume-lank-quarter). There was a jail or 
house of correction, where criminals used to ho imprisoned 
and so called ** AndhSr.kotha or Ulack Hole/' Its traces can 
still ho seen. From it the <|nartor takes Its name. 

“ The iHMjus.— Area of the Interior » Length .ll feet 9 inches, 
breadth 31 feel 5 inches, height 10 feel 2 inchci. Area of the 
exterior: Lungth 03 feet Ulnchos. hreadthll feot^Hoches, 
height 19 feet 10 Inches. The wall Is 5 feet 7 inches thick. 
There are Ctc door-ways, each measuring 7 fc»t 5 Inches in 
height by G feet i inch in breadth. The ulmnst height of 
the dames (15 in ncimher) from the lloor of the temple is 20 
feet 9 inches. Tlic mosque is hnilt of bricks andlimoof 
cowries. The edifiCo is supported by 33 pillars of black basalt, 
One of which Is a lUtlo dissimllor from others tn colour. It is 
pressed, contrary to the Islamic I.au', by women to their bosom, 
praying (or the birth of children. Their vows, It >s supposed, 
arc (ultilled. Attached to the western inner wall of the inn^Jid, 
on a platform, measuring C feet 10 inches In length, 5 foot 
Cinches in breadth and C feet Slncbee in height, is construct- 
ed (ho or pulpit, 5 feet 2 inches high, having the 

Same length and breadth as tho platform bonenth. An arched 
staircase, with seven steps, is so conatraetud as to touch tho 
pulpit. Tlicro is a brick flngna or platform in front of the 
temple. Tim floor of tlio latter is higher than that of' the 
former b>’ one Inch. On both sides of the platform, north and 
sooth, walls have been built, having an underground base of 
4 feet G inches. Tho Jambs of (ho doors nro constructed of 
black basalt. Over the pulpit, and on the outer w’alls of tho 
temple, aro sculptured beautiful arabesques, consisting of foli- 
age, fruits and other parts of tho plant. Longthwlso on both 
sides of tho walls there are half e doxon small (also panellings 
made in plaster. 

“ The Waqf A’slntc.— Tho ShShzSdpnr mosque is endowed 
with 722 highas of fCnt-froo landS hold direct from Government 
by trostoes or who aro descended, as stated apove, 

from KhwSja ShSh Nor and the SonSrgSon princess. Of these 
lands only 15 hhadat aro set apart for the service of^tho 
temple. The remaining lands were given nwoy to the original 
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Bottlerg, many of whose descendants still ^n]oj Wchiraj, madad- 
i-7ndsh and other kinds of tenuree. 

“ The fair . — A meld or fair is held every year, close to the 
viasjid, f,rom the end of Chait to the beginning of Baisakh (April- 
May) which lasts for about a month. It is visited by Hindus 
and Muhammadans from far and near. The offerings consist 
of rice, fowls, sugar and sweets, also pice for the chirdghi, for 
the fulfilment of their desires. The meld is visited by about 
seven thousand people. The species of the Bokhara pigeons, 
given by Shah Jalalud-Dm Bokhari, and called after him 
Jalali Jeahutar, still survive, and can be seen in the precincts 
of the Shahzadpur mosque as well as in the neighbouring 
villages. 

"Shahzadpur of the present is not in many respects the 
Shahzadpur of the past. Yet it tells the tales of a distant and 
dismal past — by its mosque and tombs. The site of a bloody 
battle-field is indicated by the promiscuously buried remains of 
the martyrs. Despite its reclaimed marshes and dried-up 
swamps, we can reasonably picture a time when the place was 
an alluvial formation, fit for a petty trading colony.” 

Maulavi Abdul Wali ends his article by explaining that the 
names of the Makhdum Sahib and of his nephews show that 
‘‘they must have been born in Iran, or Turan : they were 
rather known by their sobriquets than by their proper names.’’, 
His conclusion as to the date of Makhdum Sahib is that he 
came to, and settled in, Bengal in the sixth century of the 
Hijri — about the time of Muhammad Bakhtyar Khilji’s con- 
quest of Lakhnauti in 600 H. or 1203 A. D. He adds : — “ It is 
a significant fact that most of the saints of the time who came 
to India were from the Empire of Bokhara, that is, Turkistan 
or Central Asia, and were originally Arabs and entitled 
‘Khwaja.’ His settlings at. Yusufshahi may be said to 
synchronise with the conquest of Bengal by the Khilji general, 
Muhammad Bakhtyar.” 

Sirajganj. — Headquarters of the Sirajganj subdivision, 
situated on the banlr of the Jamuna. The river Dhanbandi 
passes through the town and is spanned by a bridge of 120 feet 
in„one span. The foundation stone was laid by Sir Charles 
Elliott, then Lieutenant-Govefnor of Bengal/! after whom it is 
called the Elliott bridge. The bridge was completed in 1893 at 
a cost of Rs. 45,000, which was met by local subscriptions 
amounting to Rs. 30,000 and a donation -of Rs. 15,000, contri- 
buted b*y the Pabna District Board., The earthquake of 1897 
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ihf abalmoiit*. «>htch annk a lltllo. Tlio rlvrr bail 
UfRt'ly up afitHn Uy' dry »<*ason con»I*lA of i numbpr 

of j«*o!« of waJi'f. • 

Slrijjjatij l« rtffrro^J to In llsmiltftn'ti l^$t India (JazetUcr 
(1>^2H) AH *• a con«MrraWe coinraorcial marl, ll appcnrs lo have 
arinf-n ulnfo Major Ili'nntU** anttcy In J7KI and ia the grcatfsl 
place of In thli corner of llonip*!.** ItU'camc a anbilltl* 
atonal }ira<tqfiart<'ra In iS{5» the firat fJalxJirialonal c/fflccr bcinp 
a Deputy Ma);[itratc named lUrry. lie was in chari;t* tlnrin^; 
the Mutiny of 1K^7, alien be (ortirird hia hou«e and with the 
help rf a amall frunI>oai on the Mtrr was ready to meet any 
attacb. Mr. Harry r*ia\iliKbrd one of the first Jute prea^'S at 
filrSjKonJ. He rt»tpn*-d Goternmenf aertjee to tipeji a p'neral 
cotnnilralon butlncM and lo work a band aertw nhich be had 
eonjitruetc<) for pre^dnt* Jute into bairs for es|>ort. On hla 
rt-lorn to linrope (where he ermtoatly became M. 1\ for Cork), 
be eold (b» cond'wlll of hli Imainef* to a company for spinnint; 
and wearing jute, widch be promoted. Thtr company went 
Into liquidation In isr>7, tliero belnc no funds to romplote 
the bulMlng of the factory. A new company, called the 
HjrSjcanJ Jute Co. (Limited), porebaeed for Its. J.CS.dOO the 
works, which bad originally e«»8t lU. 7,^0,0(>0, completed their 
construction and openetl the factory In Rtl?. The hulldinp# 
Were sbatieretl by the earfliquako o( 1K?7, after which tlie 
coTni>any« the Brents of which at that time were .\nilrowYule 
A Co., retnored its business. Tlie site w*.sso)iJ In JJabu JIsm 
Chandra Chandbnrl and part of it was sul>«cqui-ntly acquired 
for (he railway etatfon. 

HIr&JiratiJ is, nest to KftrllyanipinJ. the mast important 
Jute market In Iteniral outside CalcutU, Jute bein)> bront^ht 
lo U from tbi* w'lfd of MymensJnph and from rjbna, Ibi^'ra, 
Coocb'i'ebart llancjiur and (SoSljiSra and jircssed Into bab's, 
which are i-lther raflet! or sbfpjttxl by river eteamer to 
Calcutta. It also colk>cts the aRrlcuUuml pmltico of PSlma 
and the nei(;hl>nuriit(; dUlricts for export to Calcutta and 
dlstributfs the Imports of salt, piece>^' 00 (l 8 , etc. It contains 
8(^DClcs nf Ualll llrnthem, David A Co. nnd others, as well ns a 
branch (pay office) of (ho Imperial Fank of Indin, nnd it is an 
important river steamer station. A bmncU of tho Australian 
Uaptlst Mission (Tasmanian Seld) Is established ihere. 'I'iioru 
arc tw 0 hl;;h schools, u senior Madrasa nnd a cbarilablo Ufspen- 
sary In tlie town. * 

The urea within municipal limits extends omt Hi square 
miles, and tho population, which WM 24,777 in 191Il laliS 518 
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according to the census of 1921. The town obtains its water- 
supply from a large number of well^i, both municipal and private, 
the rivers Kat* Khal and Dhanbiindi and a few small tanks ; 
there are about 150 municipal wells, all pucha, and the people 
generally 'use well water for drinking purposes. The roads 
within the town have a total length of 25 miles, of which only 3 
miles are metalled. There are two markets, one of which is 
municipal and the other (called the Ganj Bazar) belongs to 
several zamindars. There are two trenching-grounds with an area 
of 12 highas. A municipal burning-^r/iaf has been established on 
the river Dhanbandi, and there are one municipal and two private 
burial-grounds. The natural drainage is towards the river 
Dhanbandi and most of the drains discharge into it or into the 
ditches, excavations and yVnVs -with which the town abounds. 

The following description of Sirajganj published in 1876 
gives an interesting account of its early history and 
of its appearance at that time : — “Sir George Campbell once 
referred to Sirajganj as ‘ a town without houses, ’ and such is 
the appearance which it presents to the eye of the voyager on 
the Brahmaputra river. From the deck of his steamer the 
passenger can at once perceive that he has reached a placo 
where trade is active. Small boats collected together in littla 
fleets are approaching the mart from the north ; larger vessels 
are departing from the other entrance of the natural harbour, 
and making for Calcutta. On the shore, crowds of coolies are 
busy in landing open hanks o'f jute, packing them into drums 
and reshipping the fibre in this form on board the flats and the 
other craft bound for the south. If it is the hour of the daily 
bazar, the brokers and local merchants are collected in light 
boats and are busily effecting their purchases. The bright head- 
dresses of the Kayas or Marwaris, from the native state of 
Marwar, are sufficiently numerous to give to the assembly a 
liveliness, which is not much increased by the white dress of the 
Bengali mahdjan, or the riding costume and the sola (pith) hat 
of the European. The signs of a large and kee^i traffic ar& un- 
mistakable. 

“ The strangeness of the sight consists in this, that the 
scene of so much commercial energy is laid amidst a waste 
of sands, where there is not a tree to afford shade, and barely a 
shed to give shelter. Some five miles from the mart, two factory 
chimneys may be seen rising above a line of trees ; and these 
indicate the position of the real tpwn of Sirajganj. Between 
their hoffies and the bazar, all engaged in the trade have 
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lo RO «it<l fotn" ‘lilljr oirr ihl« irr«!*ai rxlPtit of opt'H It 

frUl 1>« nnilf/vlooi) !))]• i« no plcjiunt Jnurnp^ i» t)jc> 

tot waton, whon iJio Kl>fo of tho ann !• ffon> ll»** mO'S, 

i>hUt U Uo«n hi tIotS'l* l>j tho nirohR win<l then provaillnR. 
A (fTPat nnml'pf of th«*|»<»or«t el»•*p^ cnn»“liT It nocoii* 
*»rjr to to-'p ponio*. In oMor In it'tfonn it lih iho Ion fatlRUp.* 
lUrly In Jon«* coniM a r.'llof. Tho ritpr ri<«^, fIf*o‘lin(? il’o 
tanl!' on tho tiarar h»-t h'-IJ. It fhln up and romh'M 
nariRat}r » amall rkannol itroo^h tho town of Hir3J;*3i)) I|> 
n-Jf. K«r Ibo tj«»l fonr month*. tf»<!o ia carrio^l on with parry 
contfolmer clf»»o to thoiloomof Ih** inopchanta. In Octolxr, 
thr b»»af ahift* tRiln »•* aoino now »j»oi, tJ»» nratprl natural 
harm formal by Iho n<*o.ta of Iho proaimi* *<* 3*011 on tin* Itaot* 
of ti)« Jatnuna. ^Vhm vo B'M that boiwc^n th«* draoitinn of 
on* I'atsr »nJ tno formation of Bnoihor. ihrrt* ia oficn an Inirr- 
tajof Wo*"!:*, iJorinj? which bo*»n<**« M auapcn le I, it will 

br cjoar that HlfSji;»nJ lia* lu haniaR'** a* a port. 

“It win l««* bow It eatno to pan* that a plae* bailly 
«'lapl«'l for th** p'arpo*- camo to Ih» »"I<k*i«** 1 a* tho rmiK^rlum 
nf liio trt'lc of the ilrahmapctrs an*! Itt Irlhuiark*. The i>xpts> 
natJofj (a to Ik* fooml In Che ahlftloR «n<l uncertain charactor 
of thr*c rltcf*. When, about ality year* aeo, Sirijiranj uaa 
foan>tp<1 by SirSJ AU. ib» rambi<t£r whoiM* name It itill hear*. 
It waa built on the banVa of the llrahmsputra. In the year 
|HIS ih" atream change*! It* coorte, and •wamj-ctl the whole 
town. Tli" Iradem retired beforo h*cncrnachmenL*, and l•*lal). 
n*he>l thcmielre* on its new bank ; bnt hardly had they done 
jw when it Bcrairt retreat*^), fearing thejr Uoattn thr**»* niilr* 
fffjm it* •Irratn. The *Ite of the old town wat thu* left hlRli 
and dry asaln, but not a trace of it can bo discorcrctl on the 
dctnlate which now fills lu place. The rlTpr has wanhed 
awa^ not unjy the hnu* >* atnl road*, but aim the aoil on which 
they rested, to t!ie depth of acTcral fret. 

** Wamedby such to#»ea the Iradcni now* prefer to live at a 
ilhiance from the csprlcinoa stream, which, wldlo It brljiR* 
wealth to their door*, may at any moment deulroy the fruit of 
their labour*. They could find a much belter allwforn bazar 
ten mile* down*itreaui,at a place called Ilelkuchi, bnt they do 
not wish for any more chant; •*. Itvlkuchl mlghl any {lay bo 
ws*he<l away, vr th« stream lAi^ht desert K . Indoed, it a^ipoars , 
that the merchants ha^c made up their minds to at.aiul by^ 
KlrS}(,'3n] in sjdlu of all Inducements to ino\c, na thoy'aru one 
by one building comfortable lirlck*houeoH In the place of the 
mat and bamboo dwidllnga In which they for years iV'Sided." 
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Sitlai.— A village in the Ohatmoliar thaiia, situated a few 
• € ■ 
miles south-east of Handial. . It ^.s the seat of one of the 

principal zamirfdar families of the district and contains a 

charitable dispensary. 

« 

Tantiband.^ — A village 12 miles east of Pabna in the north- 
east of the Sujanagar thaiia of the Sadar subdivision, which 
is the headquarters of a leading zamindar family known as 
the Chaudhuri zamindars of Tantiband. The founder of the 
family was Eadha Ballabh Chaudhuri, who served under the 
Moghul Emperors and' was rewarded with considerable tracts 
of Idkhirdj and some zamindaris. The real architect of its 
fortunes was Upendra Narayan Chaudhuri', who held ofBce 
under Government in the early days of British administration 
and succeeded in amassing a considerable fortune and acquir- 
ing large estates. From him have descended four different 
branches of the family. One of the family. Bijay Gobind 
Chaudhuri, as stated in Chapter II, undertook the defence of 
the route from Dacca to Pabna during the Mutiny and received 
from the Lieutenant-Governor “warm acknowledgments for 
his loyalty.” The family has shown considerable munificence 
and public spirit. The road from Tantiband to Pabna and 
the Sujanagar Bazar road were constructed by them. The 
cholera ward of the Pabna hospital was the gift of Abliay 
Gobind Chaudhuri. A library at Pabna was constructed by 
Annada Govind Chaudhuri and named after him : it was 
subsequently enlarged by his sons, Jnanada Gobind and others. 
The present members of the family maintain a charitable dis- 
pensary at Tantiband. Sri Gobind Chaudhuri obtained a patni 
lease of the town of Pabna some years ago from Maharaja 
Rao Jogendra Narayan Ray of Lalgola in Murshdldabad. The 
family is Barendra Brahman by caste and most of them live at 
Pabna. The four branches are represented by Jnanada Gobind 
Chaudhuri and his brothers, who have a 5 annas share, Kshirod 
Gobind Chaudhuri and his brothers, who have a 4 annas share, 
Sri Gobind Chaudhuri and his sons, who have a 3 annas share, 
and Sudhangshu Gobind Chaudhuri, who has a 4 annas share. 

Taras. — A village in .the west of the Sirajganj subdivision, 
which contains a police-station, a high school and a dis- 
pensary. It is the headquarters gf the family of the late Rai 
* Banadiali Ray Bahadur, which owns the largest zamindari in 
the district. The family traces its descent to Basudeb Taluk- 
dar, who lived in the 17th century. The name of his 
grandshn Balaram Das is, as, mentioned later, commemorated 



flAr.irm:i;Iu 1:11* 

by»n «f 1*11 A.I>. lUUrSm PXn vf*»i rnijitoyM^ 

Ity ttio S&ti'r nij itn*) B<U)>tcsl th<> nit^ o( lUy. On Um <lcat)i, 
In iJji* Mfly |i»»t of ij»e c^niory* of JI5nj Hunilar 

tUy. fifth in lirAc^nt from lUlarim or Uiy. tii* tlip'Ct 
ffnr am! {(Sm Kon'far** four *Hvc<*»'«5n« wt*n’ 

ail ajopfr*! Tfao Ia*t of Chr3»e «a9 U^l IlanatnSil 

lUy UahSilar, *h»* In 1911, Iratlnt: two miu K^lillhh 
lUinian Hay aiiJ Ha<)htL'a tih»«an fUy. Th<' cf Hal 
I’ahSlurw&i roctfrrrc^l u|><)n HanamSIi Hay In 1K?I in r**co);i)l> 
t!on cf tii« tnun{(1<*<r‘nro an*! }<ui>Ho spirit. If** foundc’t (hr 
)^Uott*H.anamin T<'«hnlcal H*'h>>ol at I’al'na, thr Han»irll&l 
IHch S<houtat ^irS)iraniani1 tlx* hl^hachool itnl tllipcniary at 
Tirit. I|r alai CnntrHin(**«l H*^ iO/iOO to (ho f^iwanl (*oll«*j;y at 
I’ihtja for thr now c.^ll«*r liulMintr*. HI* rltWl aon Khl»ti(ih 
tihaiQn flay, irho wa* iKjrn In l5'vl,ha* al*<» thr (lllr of 

Hal llahSitnr in rrro^rnltion of hU irrjvrro»liy anti public »pirlL 
Thr family hM a laryT prxprrty in I’lhna ami alio in th* iJlfl(ricl!i 
r( nsj«hth1 anil Hoyra with a rrntal of o«rr H*. H lukha. !ta 
tnrtnlwr* arr lUtrtjilra Kaya«th« by c»*Ip ami Val»hna»a* hy 
frUih'on, Thrif hra I (aarior* at T«fi» i* known a* lUnwjrl* 
ti«r>r. 

Thr TltUcnof Tlrl* contalna many Irmpir*. one of which, t 
h’Ira (rtnp!*. ha« tw(in{<{ fnicriptlonii. Onr <(a(pa hack in IC.'H 
an<i i« Bi folio** 

" -lie* ^ifw -r?! nir* 

«jf<n -.r. i 

0*^ •wf*: I 

Tw'iT crfc^m I 

»ff ftm » 

f5>n?t Tvn •fTt’i 1 

x\y. ittf 

<»nTW (.w. tPr •” 


Till* may In* tranilatnl i— 

“Thr proapi'roua KSriyiyia Uova, of meritorious iIihMh, after 
Ihr prcsjrrron* Jliin Vova, ilthlioalril, with ilovotlon (oS*ambha^ 
a tempio, rxtraorillnary ovrn in heaven anil Incompannhlo cither 
BceorilinK to the SSntrns or (o experience, as a staircase resting* on 
cartli for a comfortabio foorney of his mother to iv'^vi'n in tlio 
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^ year counted by the moon, the arrow, and the^horse of the Saka, 
era (t.e., 1557 Sakabda or 1635 A. D.)» 

The other inscription is : — 

‘ I 

II 

’fi'lt W5J1 1 

(SiftiTI II 

The English version of this inscription is “ Balaram Das, 
expert in his devotion to Siva, restores with bricks, etc., a 
superior temple of Siva, which was dilapidated and leaky, in the 
Saka year measured by the moon, systems of philosophy, fires 
and tiine (f.e., 1663 Sakabda or 1711 A. D.).” 

Ullapara. — Village in the Sirajganj subdivision, situated 2 
miles from the railway and lying on the main route from Siraj- 
ganj to Shahzadpur, about 8 miles from the latter. It is the head- 
quarters of a thana and contains a sub-registry office, a high 
school and a dispensary. As stated in Chapter X, it was suggested 
atone time that it should be made a subdivisional headquarters, 
but the land in the neighbourhood is low-lying and intersected 
by khdls, and the cost of raising sites and malring the place suit- 
able for the headquarters of a subdivision would have been pro- 
hibitive. 


INDEX. 


AdiniaUtrttlon, revenue, 8®; 

K^neril, 9l. 

Affiriin i})«iur)isn(v«, 25. 

Af^riculture, ^Q.fiO ; (>Aparltnent of,* 
68-CO. 

AUuvi'on, G. 

^won rico, f)2. 

Aoimnta, wild, {G. 

AnltnUti, 22. 

Avcxitiions, 3<. 

A*UfHiat<h<, G, W. 

Atrtl Klfer, S, 7, 11 

Xu«ric«, 52. 

B 

WJitp«r,7,U8. 

D»owariiiagai', 107, 131. 
U«rani1,4.40. 

Uaral rircf, 5, 10, 11. 
ffanui riet. Si, 

HargadSri, 80. 

Daskct'tnakitig, 63. 
iUzan, G9. 
ilfpdm,, 69. 

Bera, account of, 116 { d'afxrnaary, 
42 ; union coiiiniittce, 102. 
Dhant;uria, 93. 

B'larcoga, co-operative liank, 35 ; 
dispenaary, 42. • 

B!(frohi,, 26. 

PiU, 3, 39, 49 

Birijg, game, 17, . • 

Blanket wearing, 63 
Doro rice, 52. 

Botany, 15. 

Brahmaputra river, U. 


Brick-making, 63., 

Bums, SI, 40. 

C 

Cattle, 57. 

Cftitu* 2^-32, 1D4. 

CcvMS, road and public works, 82. 
ChaliD Bil, 4, 21, 40. 

Cliak Sobkcpitr, dUpentary, 42. 
eSart, 8, 48. 

CiiAtmobir, account of, Il6; dis- 
pensary, 42 ; union committee, 
102 . 

'C/iankWIre, 94. 

Chckaai rirer, II. 

Cbiral D>l,4. 

Chrietian Miasiont, 32. 

Climate. IB. 

Cloth wearing, 62. 

Coilrge, 105. 

Commerce, CO. 

Ccmninnications, 74. 

Co operative aocietlea, 35. 

CfftUfo chth weaving, 62. 

Crop*, 49. 

Cyclones, 46. 

D 

DacoUy, 20, 2). 64 
Density of population, 39. 

Dli&nlSndi river, 14. 

Vtdrtu, 8; tenures in. 80; estates 
64. 

Dikshi Bil, 4. 

Diluviou, 0. 

Diseases, 40-42. 

Dispensaries, 42, 96. , * 

District, creatiTin of, 29 23. 

District Board, 96, 

Dogkclii, 7, <*•3. • * 
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INDEX 


E 

Efrtliqimkes, 4G* 

Education, 104 — 115, • 

Electorate for the Legislative Council, 
95. 

Elliott Rannmuli tccluiicnl school, 
108, 

Embankments, 46, 120. 

Emigration, 31. 

Erosion of rivers, 7, 8, 1 1 9. 

Estates, 81, 82. 

Excise, 95, 


BdU^ 72. 

Health Officer, District, 43, 

Henith, publicj 39 — 43. 

Hide curing, 64. 

High schools, 106. 

Jlilta fish, 17. 

Hindus, number of, 32; associations 
35. 

Hosiery manufacture, 61. 

Hospitals, 42. 

Hurasagar river, 6, 14. 


F 

Factories, 61, 62. 

Famine, 44. 

FarSzis, 32, 43. 

Farm Agricultural, 59. 

Fauna, 16. 

Ferries, 98. 

Fish, 17. 

Floods, 44, 45 ; effect on public 
health, 38. 

Fruits, 56. 

G 


Ice manufacture, 62. 

Icbhiimati rivers, 9, 10, 13, 119. 
Immigration, 31. 

Income-tax, 95. 

Indigo industry, 65. 

Industrial school, 109. 
Industries, 61-65. 

Influenza epidemic, 40. 

Iron work, 65. 

Irrigation, 48. 

Isburdi, 74. 

j 


Gajna Bil, 4. 

Ganges river, 7, 8, 9. 
Geology, 15. 

Ghngudah Bil, 4. 

Gumani river, 5, 11. 
Gurkah Bil, 4. 
ffuru-trainiug schools, 108. 


Espial, 6, 21, 23, 24 ; account 

^ 7 . • , 

Hardinge bridge, 118, * 

Hati Kumrail, 1 18. 


Jails, 94. 

Jamuna river, 8, 11. 

Judicial staff, 93. 

Jute, cultivation. 52, 59 trade in, 
54, 55, 67 ; presses, 61. 


K 

S3 

Karatoya river, 13. 

Kata Kbal, 15. 

Sayastiis, 33. . 

Kazipur river, 13 ; dispensary, 42 
Khas Mabals, 84. 

Kuralia Bil 4. 
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Lal]Our, 65. , 

' Lan<] revriiiie, 81 ; a'Imiii)«trni*n, 

80'K). 

Lind teniim, 61. 

I.tDdIcrJ*, rclitioni tritli teninti, 25* 
U8, 82, 83 

l>fg!iUtiTS Couricil, tlectl’ni lo, 95. 
Leopardi, 16. 

LUeracy, 104. 

1/act! Doirdi, 102. 

J/vcil Klf’gQternment, 90. 

M 

Jr<iifraatu, JH, 

JIaciftritei, 93. 

JfalMii, 114. 
iUlarii, 3'i, 40. 

Milo*, 33. 

3Iinure«, 46 
)(iricli-puriti, 6. 

MirkeU, 69 
&Uritie«, 3. ' 
llerlicil relief, 42. 

Jfftd*, 73. 

, 18. 

Jliddie icIiOole, I07. 

31if;rition, 31. 

Mi»>ODi, Cliriitian, 32. 

Mnliimraiilani, hiiiiilxr of, 32 ; ■••o* 
nationi, 35 ; education nf, {|0. 
Munictpilitlea, 102. 

Mustard crop, 50, 5.5. 

N 

Himasudras, 32. 

Hatural calamities, 44*47. 

Newspapers, 34. 

O 

Oil pressing, 64. 

I < 

P 

pabna, origin of the name, 1. 

Pabna Bubdivision, 2, 6, 29, 30. 


rabni town, accouot of, 118 ; erosion 
ot, 8 ; eatablishment of distrtc^ 
l>cadi]»arters, 22 ; at«ocItt!ons, 34, 
35 ; civopAalive haok. 36, 37 ; 
bospital„42 ; hwiery factories, 61 ; 
•dtoioistraltre itflT, 91, 83 ; jail, 
94 ; mtinieipalily, J02 ; college, 

105; ac)rf>ul>, 106, 107, 108. 
r«dma n‘«r. 7, 8, 9, tl9. 
rtk,!, to, 74. 

Parydnai, 83. 

I*a«tarage, 58. 

I’eail fiihitig, 64. 

PkAnat, 54, 69. 
ytetftjtKtc rirtr, 10. 

PiRt, wild, 16. 

/**fo falling, 17. 

Pohee, 93. 

Political •>sociation^ 35. 

Pofnlation, 29. 

Ptotijia, 129. 

Poltery-inaklng, 63. 

PoumU, 08. 

Prta*es, jute, 61 ; printing. 62. 

Primary iclnxils, 107. 

Prisona, 94. 

Prodnco-rcnti, 80. 

PoMio Works IVpartinent, 9l. 


R 

Itahi crops, 65. 

B3*Rarij dhpenaary, 42. 

Railwsyt, 74. 

Reidstration oflloea, 95. 

Religions, 32. 

Rent riots 25. 

Ric« cultivation, 62. 

Ri'Tcr aytleni, 8. 

Road*, 74, 76. * * 

Ropc-inaking, 64. • • 

Ryots, relation!^ with zsmindlr, 2i 
28, 82, 83. 
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S 

Sadar subdivision, 2, 6, 29, 30, 91. 

Samaj, G, • 

Sambhuchandis, 32. 

Sara, 17, 62, 63, 68, 78, 93, 121. 

Scarcity, periods of, 44. 

Scenery, 2. 

Schools, 105 ; District Board, 97. 

Settlements, 81. 

Shahas, 34. 

Sbahzadpur, account of, 121 ; co- 
operative bank, 36 ; dispensary, 42 ; 
Magistrate at, 9l ; union com- 
mittee, 102. 

Simla klial, 14. 

Sirajganj subdivision, 2, 6, 23, 29, 30^ 
31, 91. 

■ Siraiganj town, account of, 126 ; 
erosion, 8 ; meteorology, 19 ; 
establishment of subdivisional 
headquarters, 23 ; in the mutiny, 
24 ; associations, 34, 35 ; jute 
presses, 61 ; trade, 67 ; muni- 
cipality, 102 ; schools, 106, 107^ 
108 ; Madrasa, 114. 

Sitlai, 130 ; dispensary, 42, 

Small-pox, 42, 43. 

Sohagpur, 42, 62, 63, 107. 

Soils, 48. 

Sonapatila Bil, 4. 

Spices, 56. 

Staff, administrative, 91, 83, 84 ; 
educational, 104. 

Steamer services, 75. 

Slhal, 75, 107 ; dispensary, 42. 

Subdivisions, 81. 

Sugar, date-palm, 56. v 
*'Sugarcane,‘50, 55, 59. 

C 

^.^iTnn hem{5, 4j), 50. 

Surveys, 81. • * 

( Swamps, 3. 


T 

Ta^tiband, Account of, 130'; dispen- 
sary, 42. 

Technical school, 108. - 

Taras, account of, 130 ; dispensary, 
42. 

/ 

Temperature, 18. 

Tenants, relations with landlords, 
25-28, 82, 83. 

Thanas, 84 ; statistics of population, 
30. 

Tile-making, 63. 

Tobacco crop, 55. 

Tosha jute, 53, 59. 

Towns, 32. 

Trade, 66. 

Training schools for teachers, 108 
Trees, 16. 

Turmeric, 56. 

U 

Ullapara, account of, 132. 

Union committees, 102. 

V 

Vaccination, 42. 

Vegetables, 56. 

Village Self-Government Act, 102. 

W 

Weaving cloth, 52-; school, 109. 

Y 

Yu8ufsbahly7ar<7ana, 25, 26, 124. 

Z 

t 

Zamindars, relations with tenants, 
25—28, 82, 83. 

Zila school, 106, 111. 
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